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Chair of Parliament's South Asia Delegation concerned on 
violence in Bangladesh following the verdict of the ICT

The European Parliament Delegation for relations with South Asia is deeply 
concerned regarding the recent outbreak of violence in Bangladesh following the 
verdict of the International Crimes Tribunal. On February 28th, the Tribunal 
announced its decision to sentence Delwar Hossain Sayeedi, one of the Jamaat-e-
Islami leaders, with the death penalty.

We are shocked and saddened to see the rapid deterioration of order across 
Bangladesh which has resulted in over 60 deaths since Mr. Sayeedi's sentence was 
handed down. We express condolences to relatives and acquaintances of those killed 
and injured as a result of the violence.

While acknowledging the need for reconciliation and accountability for the crimes 
committed during the 1971 war of independence, we remain strongly opposed to the 
use of the death penalty in all cases and under any circumstances.  We reiterate the 
EU call on the Bangladeshi authorities to commute all death sentences and introduce a 
moratorium on executions as a first step towards abolition of capital punishment. We 
also encourage the Bangladeshi Government to ensure the Tribunal adheres strictly to 
all national and international judicial standards.

We call on the Bangladeshi authorities to redouble efforts to restore the rule of law 
and order in a fair and impartial way and urge all political parties to exercise 
maximum restraint to avoid further violence. We encourage all parties to work 
together to bring calm and order in Bangladesh and strengthen efforts towards lasting 
reconciliation.

Contact:
Jean Lambert
Chair, Delegation for Relations with the Countries of South Asia
European Parliament
+32 228 45507 (Brussels)
+33 3881 75507 (Strasbourg)
jean.lambert@ep.europa.eu


