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President Dr Waheed says “small 
justice for small states”. 
 
President Dr Mohamed Waheed has 
said that the Maldives experience 
has been ‘small justice being served 
for small states”.   
 
The President made this remark in 
his statement at the High level 
segment on Rule of Law, on the 
margins of the 67th UN General 
Assembly. The President said that 
when national leaders responsible 
for upholding the law act with 
impunity, the rule of law fails. And 
that the Rule of law can exist only 
when it is measured equally for the 
most powerful as well as the 
weakest. 
 
Underlining the Maldives’ 
experience in dealing with the 
powerful international actors in the 
past few months had not been 
pleasant, President Waheed said that 
it was regrettable that some 
powerful international actors have 
come out in public and instructed 
the Maldives to take certain 
measures contradictory to our laws. 
He also said that when those 
instructions were questioned, the 
Maldives was labeled as an 
uncooperative State, casting doubt 
on the country’s democratic 
credentials. 
The President further said that 
placing the Maldives on an 
international watch-list without due 
process was “clearly punitive 
measures against a country whose 
economy is dependent on its image.” 
Highlighting that the enactment of 

the 2008 constitution guarantees the 
separation of powers, a universal bill 
of rights, and a free media, the 
President however pointed out that 
this dramatic change in the legal, 
governance, constitutional, and 
administrative systems had 
subjected the Maldives to many 
challenges. 
“In the face of all of these challenges, 
my Government remains committed 
to implementing the Constitution 
and uphold the rule of law, and to 
make it a way of life”, reiterated 
President Waheed. 
 

Resumption of parliament on 1st 
October 2012 and MDP 
announcement of non-
cooperation 

The Committees of the Parliament 
have begun re-convening after the 
work of the Parliament had been 
stalled for more than one and a half 
months. The Parliament is currently 
in recess for its second sitting. 
 
The Parliament’s Rules of Procedure 
gives the authority for Committees 
to hold meetings even when the 
Parliament is in recess. 

The Parliament sessions were 
indefinitely suspended citing an 
unsafe and hazardous environment 
on July 31, after opposition 
Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) 
Parliamentarians repeatedly 
attempted to impede its sessions 
over the issue of Aasandha (National 
Health Insurance) Scheme. 
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Another setback to the democratic 
programme is MDP’s decision not to 
allow the Parliament to proceed 
with its work, unless the 
Government establishes yet another 
independent commission to 
undertake criminal investigation of 
issues identified in the CoNI Report. 
The MDP might have its own reasons 
for making such proposals, but it 
does not change the fact that the 
events leading up to, and 
surrounding the transfer of power, 
and its immediate aftermath, have 
been investigated by three separate 
independent commissions, two of 
whom had constitutionally 
guaranteed investigative powers.  

The CoNI process which has 
international credibility has clearly 
vindicated the Government showing 
that the transfer of power was 
constitutional and legal.  At the same 
time the CoNI report and other 
reports have pointed the challenges 
facing the Maldives infant 
democracy and the actions needed 
to consolidate democracy in the 
Maldives.   

The Human Rights Commission, 
which was established under the 
Constitution by the Parliament, 
undertook a comprehensive 
investigation of the events. Secondly, 
the Police Integrity Commission, 
which is established under an Act of 
Parliament, has investigated police 
actions and inactions with regard to 
the transfer of power. Any wrong-
doings by the Police are being 
investigated in order to ensure 
professionalism and accountability.   

 

 

Launching of the Institute for 
Security and Law Enforcement 
Studies 

The Institute for Security and Law 
Enforcement Studies was launched 
by President Dr Mohamed Waheed. 
The President expressed his hopes 
that the starting of undergraduate 
and graduate courses for law 
enforcement personnel would 
facilitate the Maldivian security 
forces to be among the most 
professional law enforcement 
personnel in any country. 

The President made this remarks 
while speaking at the inauguration 
of the Institute, which would be 
administered under the Maldives 
Police Service. After the official 
inauguration of the institute, the 
President also launched the official 
website of the institute. 

At the ceremony the President said 
that the institute celebrates a 
landmark in the history of the 
Maldivian police service, as it was 
going to enhance police training and 
security training in the country. 

Highlighting that at a time when 
international scrutiny was heavily 
on Maldives, the President said that 
it was very important for the 
country to build professional police 
service and to ensure that all of the 
police personnel and security 
personnel follow strict guidelines, 
adhere to their co-values and 
demonstrate their professionalism. 

President Waheed further expressed 
his confidence that this institute 
would assure that the Maldives 
police force would continue to be a 
professional body that conformed to 
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international standards of 
excellence. 

Visit of H.E. Mr Robert O. Blake, 
Assistant Secretary of State   

His Excellency Mr. Robert O. Blake, 
the Assistant Secretary of State for 
South and Central Asian Affairs of 
the United States of America made 
an official visit to the Maldives on 12 
September 2012 on a one-day visit.  
H.E Blake called upon the President 
and other political leaders during his 
visit. During a call on His Excellency 
Dr. Abdul Samad Abdullah, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, His Excellency 
Blake urged all parties to work 
together to resolve issues through 
dialogue. He stated that the Maldives 
has political leaders who are capable 
and committed to moving forward 
with the democratic process and 
they need to build on the progress 
achieved. Mr Robert Blake also 
noted the Government’s support and 
cooperation to the Commission of 
National Inquiry and stressed the 
importance of moving forward and 
implementing the findings of CoNI. 
His Excellency Mr. Blake assured 
that the United States Government 
will work with the Maldives to 
strengthen democracy. 

All-Party Dialogue 

Just after the release of the CoNI 
Report, President Waheed convened 
a meeting of the leaders of all major 
political parties, including the 
Chairperson the Maldivian 
Democratic Party (MDP) to discuss 
the way forward in bringing political 
stability into the country and 
creating a conducive environment 
where political discourse could be 
held in a more orderly fashion. 
Unlike the previous All-Party Talks, 
the current round of discussions is 

more focused, and is limited to 
parties represented in the 
Parliament.  

Less than 24 hours before the 
second round of discussions were 
scheduled to start, the MDP 
withdrew from the talks, without 
giving any reasons for the decision. 
Following MDP’s withdrawal from 
the talks, the Convener of the 
Leaders’ Dialogue, Mr Ahmed 
Mujuthaba resigned from his 
position. These two events is a 
serious setback to the Government’s 
efforts in bringing political stability 
into the country. The government is 
in the process of identifying a 
suitable candidate for the position of 
a Convener of the Dialogue. 

 

  


