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EU Ambassador meets BGMEA for talks on improving factory safety 

On 6 December, European Union Ambassador William Hanna met with officials of 
Bangladesh Garments Manufacturers and Exporters Association to discuss cooperation on 
factory safety in the ready-made garments sector in Bangladesh. The meeting reflected the 
renewed concern in Europe about factory safety in Bangladesh, following news of the fire at 
the Tazreen Fashions garments factory in Ashulia. 

"We all know what must be done. Safety standards in factories must be improved." 
noted Ambassador Hanna. "The EU is already working with the BGMEA to assist. We 
will continue to do so. All must play a part - including Government services, 
producers, workers representatives and buyers - to ensure decent working standards 
in the RMG sector in Bangladesh." 

Fifty-seven percent of all Bangladesh's exports go to the European Union (EU). In the 
aftermath of the fire, the EU- and German-funded "Promotion of Social and Environmental 
Standards in Industries" project released 20 lakh takas to help provide medical assistance to 
victims and food and other items to affected families. EU Heads of Mission also issued a joint 
statement underlining the high importance which the EU attaches to safety and other social 
compliance issues in factories. 

The EU is already engaged in improving factory safety in Bangladesh. Under the 'Promotion 
of Labour Standards in the RMG Sector" project, support is being given to the Ministry of 
Labour and Employment and BGMEA and BKMEA in order to provide compliance audits to 
factories (this includes fires safety) and to train the labour inspectors and factory compliance 
officers. 

The EU is also working closely with the Bangladesh Fire Service and Civil Defense 
Directorate. In the framework of the Comprehensive Disaster Management Programme (joint 
initiative of several donors, to which the EU contributes EUR 13 million), the EU has 
provided equipment and training to help improve to the Directorate's fire-fighting capabilities 
in factories. 

-End- 


