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16 July

EU delegation in town (Daily FT)

An EU Parliamentary delegation arrived in Sri Lanka yesterday on an official visit, the EU office 
in Colombo said.
The delegation led by Jean Lambert, Chair of the European Parliament Delegation for Relations 
with the Countries of South Asia, will travel to the North during their one week visit. Officials 
told the Colombo Gazette that the EU delegation will have meetings with the government, 
opposition and other groups during their stay. The visit by the EU delegation comes as 
provincial council polls are scheduled to be held in the North in September.
The government has yet to announce if EU monitors will be invited for the election. The EU, had 
earlier this year, said it wants an independent investigation and evaluation into the final years 
of the war in Sri Lanka, in addition to the national enquiries. Lambert had said that the EU 
remains concerned about reports of threats and attacks on human rights defenders and 
journalists in Sri Lanka, and encourages authorities to hold those responsible accountable.
The European Parliament had also passed a resolution ahead of the UN Human Rights Council 
session in March, re-emphasising the need for accountability and reconciliation in Sri Lanka. 

EU parliamentary delegation in Sri Lanka (Sri Lanka Mirror)

An EU parliamentary delegation has arrived in Sri Lanka on a weeklong visit, the EU office in 
Colombo said.

The delegation is led by Jean Lambert, Chair of the European Parliament Delegation for 
Relations with the Countries of South Asia and will travel to the North during their visit.

The EU delegation is to have meetings with the government, opposition and other groups during 
their stay.

The visit by the EU delegation comes as provincial council polls are scheduled to be held in the 
North in September.

The government has yet to announce if EU monitors will be invited for the election.

The EU, had earlier this year, said it wants an independent investigation and evaluation into the 
final years of the war in Sri Lanka, in addition to the national enquiries.

Jean Lambert had said that the EU remains concerned about reports of threats and attacks on 
human rights defenders and journalists in Sri Lanka, and encourages authorities to hold those 
responsible accountable.

19 July
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No EU monitors for north (Colombo Gazette)

The European Union (EU) will not be sending monitors for the provincial council elections in 
the North, a visiting EU delegation said today.
Jean Lambert, Chair of the European Parliament Delegation for Relations with the Countries of 
South Asia, said that the EU usually monitors major elections and in the case of the elections in 
the North there was not enough time to prepare for it.
Speaking at a social gathering at a hotel in Colombo, Lambert said she hoped the elections will 
further help the reconciliation process in the country.
Lambert, who together with her delegation, visited the north during her current trip to Sri 
Lanka, said that there still remains a lot to be done in post war Sri Lanka.
The visit by the EU delegation comes as provincial council polls are scheduled to be held in the 
North in September.
The EU, had earlier this year, said it wants an independent investigation and evaluation into the 
final years of the war in Sri Lanka, in addition to the national inquiries.
The EU had said it remains concerned about reports of threats and attacks on human rights 
defenders and journalists in Sri Lanka, and encouraged authorities to hold those responsible 
accountable.
The European Parliament had also passed a resolution ahead of the UN Human Rights Council 
session in March, re-emphasising the need for accountability and reconciliation in Sri 
Lanka. (Colombo Gazette)

No election monitors from the EU (Sri Lankan Mirror)

The European Union (EU) will not be sending monitors for the provincial council elections in 
the North, a visiting EU delegation has said.

Jean Lambert, Chair of the European Parliament Delegation for Relations with the Countries of 
South Asia has said that the EU usually monitors major elections and in the case of the elections 
in the North there was not enough time to prepare for it.

Lambert has said she hoped the elections will further help the reconciliation process in the 
country.

Lambert, who together with her delegation, visited the north during her current trip to Sri 
Lanka, said that there still remains a lot to be done in post war Sri Lanka.

The visit by the EU delegation comes as provincial council polls are scheduled to be held in the 
North in September.
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EU parliamentarians request GoSL to ensure accountability (Tamil Net)

A delegation of European Union parliamentarians visiting Sri Lanka requested Colombo 
to “ensure accountability in the face of what the UN calls "credible allegations" of up to 
40,000 civilians killed in the final battles in 2009” the AFP reported on Friday. "On the 
physical side in terms of roads and reconstruction, the progress is very, very visible, but a 
lot more needs to be done on political issues," the AFQ quoted the delegation head, UK’s 
Jean Lambert. Ms Lambert had also said that the EU wanted Sri Lanka “to implement 
recommendations of its own domestic war probe which called for independent 
investigations into alleged rights abuses.” The “domestic war probe” by the genocide-
accused Sri Lankan government has been condemned as a farce by many Tamil political 
activists.

Extracts from the AFP report follows:

"On issues around accountability, we need to see more progress," the delegation head, Britain's 
Jean Lambert, told reporters in Colombo.

She said they wanted Sri Lanka to implement recommendations of its own domestic war probe 
which called for independent investigations into alleged rights abuses.

On the physical side in terms of roads and reconstruction, the progress is very, very visible, but 
a lot more needs to be done on political issues," she said.

She added however that the six-member team noticed that Sri Lankan security forces had been 
deployed for road construction and other work that would normally be carried out by civilians.

"We have raised concerns that the military is becoming a part of everyday life of society," 
Lambert said, adding that they believed troops were having an unfair advantage over civilian 
small businesses.

Lambert said they also raised concerns about "disappearances" and the fate of thousands of 
people missing following the end of the conflict.

“No matter how long after the conflict, people still want to know what happened to their loved 
ones,” she said.



5

Military stifling growth in North: EU (Daily Mirror)

The European Parliamentary Delegation, which is on a visit to Sri Lanka, expressed concern 
over the military presence in the North and the involvement of the military in economic 
activities there.

Jean Lambert, who heads the Delegation for Relations with Countries of South Asia, noted that 
this excessive involvement would endanger international trade agreements since military 
involvement would indicate an unfair competitive advantage.

“We feel that the role of the military in economic activities has hampered the growth of the 
economy in the North and this would have direct implications on Sri Lanka from a trade 
perspective, due to military involvements in civilian economic activities,” Ms. Lambert said.

She said there were concerns with regards to the job opportunities in the North and 
articulated the need for greater training in those areas.

The announcement comes in the backdrop of an announcement by Army Commander Jagath 
Jayasuriya, earlier in the week that the Army was awaiting cabinet approval to form an entity 
that could venture out into profit-making business.

Despite commending the government on reconstruction in terms of infrastructure the 
delegation was sceptical on the progress made in more sensitive areas.

“There has been much growth in terms of physical reconstruction, however there needs to be 
more done on issues of accountability and we feel that the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation 
Commission Report is the best roadmap for that process,” Ms. Lambert said.

She said the issues of disappearances both ongoing and historic were an area of concern, while 
comparing the situation to the aftermath of the conflict in Northern Ireland.

The Delegation said the Northern Provincial Council Elections was an area of great importance 
to the EU and did not disregard the possibility of Monitors from the EU arriving in the country, 
if such a request was made by the Elections Commissioner. During meetings with the Elections 
Commissioner the Delegation had queried on issues of voter identification and free and fair 
campaigning.

The delegation was comprised six members from the European Parliament. They visited the 
Northern and Central Provinces, during a five-day visit that began on Monday. They met 
several leading Government officials including Economic Minister Basil Rajapaksa, External 
Affairs Minister G.L. Peries and members from the civil society.

20 – 21 July
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GL tells EU Parliamentarians: Co-operation vital to counter LTTE front organisations (Daily 
News)

A delegation for Relations with Countries of South Asia in the European Parliament held 
bilateral discussions with External Affairs Minister Prof. G.L. Peiris on Thursday.
The two sides agreed to schedule dates for the 18th European Union - Sri Lanka Joint 
Commission in Brussels within the next few months.
Prof. Peiris acknowledged the ongoing co-operation on counter-terrorism, and judicial action 
taken by several member countries of the European Union against terrorist elements inimical to 
Sri Lanka. He said that there are continuing fund raising activities carried out by LTTE front 
organisations and reiterated the importance of sustained vigilance in this regard. The Minister 
referred to Europol's Terrorist Situation and Trend Report (TESAT) this year which states that 
these organisations are still considered active and benefitting from some support, especially in 
countries with a significant diaspora.
Members of the European Parliament delegation shared with the Minister their impressions 
gathered during their visit to the North. Minister Peiris briefed them comprehensively on 
implementation of the LLRC Report, the preparations under way for the Business Forum on the 
sidelines of CHOGM - in which business leaders from several European countries outside the 
Commonwealth will participate ? and other current issues in Sri Lanka. The delegation from the 
European Parliament was led by Jean lambert, and the other members of the delegation were 
Thomas Mann, Salvador Sedo Alabart, Horst Schnellhardt, Niccolo Rinaldi, Nirj Deva, Ms. Signe 
Ohakas, Francois Massoulie, Ainhoa Markuleta, Sabine Meyer, Francisca Neher, Andrea 
Seidenstuecker and Bettina Exner-Mara.

Military presence a barrier, says EU (Daily Mirror)

The Delegation said the Northern Provincial Council Elections was an area of great 
importance to the EU and did not disregard the possibility of Monitors from the EU arriving in the 
country, if such a request was made by the Elections Commissioner

The European Parliamentary Delegation, which is on a visit to Sri Lanka, expressed concern 
over the military presence in the North and the involvement of the military in economic 
activities there. 

Jean Lambert, who heads the Delegation for Relations with Countries of South Asia, said 
this excessive involvement would endanger international trade agreements since military 
involvement would indicate an unfair competitive advantage. 
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“We feel that the role of the military in economic activities has hampered the growth of the 
economy in the North and this would have direct implications on Sri Lanka from a trade 
perspective, due to military involvements in civilian economic activities,” Ms. Lambert said. 

She said there were concerns with regards to the job opportunities in the North and 
articulated the need for greater training in those areas. 

The announcement comes in the backdrop of an announcement by Army Commander 
Jagath Jayasuriya, earlier in the week that the Army was awaiting cabinet approval to form an 
entity that could venture out into profit-making business. 

Despite commending the government on reconstruction in terms of infrastructure the 
delegation was sceptical of the progress made in more sensitive areas. 

“There has been much growth in terms of physical reconstruction, however there needs to 
be more done on issues of accountability and we feel that the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation 
Commission Report is the best roadmap for that process,” Ms. Lambert said. 

She said the issues of disappearances both ongoing and historic were an area of concern, 
while comparing the situation to the aftermath of the conflict in Northern Ireland. 

The Delegation said the Northern Provincial Council Elections was an area of great 
importance to the EU and they did not disregard the possibility of Monitors from the EU arriving 
in the country, if such a request was made by the Elections Commissioner. During meetings with 
the Elections Commissioner the Delegation had queried on issues of voter identification and free 
and fair campaigning. 

The delegation was comprised six members from the European Parliament. They visited 
the Northern and Central Provinces, during a five-day visit that began on Monday. They met 
several leading Government officials including Economic Minister Basil Rajapaksa, External 
Affairs Minister G.L. Peries and members from the civil society. 

Continuing vigilance essential with LTTE front organisations - GL tells EU 
parliamentarians: (Island)

External Affairs Minister Prof G. L. Peiris with European Union parliamentarians
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External Affairs Minister Prof G. L. Peiris told a delegation of European Union parliamentarians 
that there were continuing fund raising activities carried out by LTTE front organisations and 
reiterated the importance of sustained vigilance in this regard.

A press release issued by the ministry yesterday said: "The Delegation for Relations with 
Countries of South Asia in the European Parliament held bilateral discussions with Professor G. 
L. Peiris, Minister of External Affairs, on Thursday.

"The two sides agreed to schedule dates for the 18th European Union – Sri Lanka Joint
Commission in Brussels within the next few months.

"Prof. Peiris acknowledged the ongoing co-operation on counter-terrorism and judicial action 
taken by several member countries of the European Union against terrorist elements inimical 
to Sri Lanka. He said that there are continuing fund raising activities carried out by LTTE front 
organisations and reiterated the importance of sustained vigilance in this regard. The Minister 
referred to Europol’s Terrorist Situation and Trend Report (TESAT) this year which states that 
these organisations are still considered active and benefiting from some support, especially in 
countries with a significant Diaspora.

"Members of the European Parliamentary delegation shared, with the Minister, their 
impressions gathered during their visit to the North. Minister Peiris briefed them 
comprehensively on implementation of the LLRC Report, the preparations under way for the 
Business Forum on the sidelines of CHOGM – in which business leaders from several European 
countries outside the Commonwealth will participate and other current issues in Sri Lanka.

"The discussions included the Erasmus Mundus Programme for postgraduate study in 
European Universities and co-operation in the field of fisheries.

"Minister Peiris stressed that the delegation had the opportunity of making their own 
independent assessment because they had visited the country as recently as last year, and they 
could now observe for themselves the progress since then. The government, he said, welcomes 
this, because what is important is that foreign delegations should be able to rely on their own 
judgment rather than be influenced by propaganda.

The delegation from the European Parliament was led by Ms. Jean Lambert and the other 
members of the delegation were Thomas Mann, Salvador Sedo Alabart, Horst Schnellhardt, 
Niccolo Rinaldi, Nirj Deva, Ms. Signe Ohakas, Francois Massoulie, Ms. Ainhoa Markuleta, Ms. 
Sabine Meyer, Ms. Francisca Neher, Ms. Andrea Seidenstuecker and Ms. Bettina Exner-mara.

EP delegation commends govt's decision to hold Northern elections (Daily News)

A visiting European Parliament (EP) delegation to Sri Lanka while commending the 
government's decision to hold elections in the Northern Province, opined that the EP, as part of 
the international community, very much welcomes this move. Addressing a special media 
conference yesterday in Colombo to wrap up EP's 7th Inter Parliamentary



9

Delegation mission to Sri Lanka, Chair of the EP Delegation for Relations with Countries of South 
Asia Jean Lambert, said the Northern Province elections would be an important step in the 
process of bringing together and empowering all Sri Lankan citizens in the same democratic 
frame work, who have been separated by three decades of conflict.
Lambert said it would be a step ahead in moving the political process forward and in trust 
building.
"We do not underestimate for one moment the importance of these elections in the Northern 
Province. If there are free and fair elections, where people are allowed to campaign and cast 
their vote freely, then it would be a great step forward. This was an election we have wanted to 
see held. Thriving democracy is important for people's well being and economy, and to take 
forward this country" she remarked.
Lambert explained that development in the democratic path is important to avoid a return of 
violence. "Everyone that we have met on this visit, from whatever community, has made it clear 
that they do not wish to see a return of violence. Therefore, a course of political settlement and 
political step forward for confidence building is important. May be the election will be the 
breakthrough" she said.
Commenting on sending EU election monitors, she said it basically monitors national level 
elections only.
The EP delegation which visited Sri Lanka from July 15-19 comprised six members from four 
different countries. They conducted a series of meetings with a wide range of groups, including 
External Affairs Minister Prof G L Peiris, National Languages and Social Integration Minister 
Vasudeva Nanayakkara, Resettlement Minister Gunaratne Weerakoon, Environment and 
Renewable Energy Minister Susil Premajayantha.
They were scheduled to meet Economic Development Minister Basil Rajapaksa yesterday. They 
also met members of EU- Sri Lanka Parliamentary Friendship Group, and representatives of 
government officials and civil society organizations to understand the situation of the people in 
the ground.The delegation visited a number of EU-supported projects in the North and in the 
Central regions. She said major progress in terms of infrastructure was clearly visible in the 
country, including the development of roads, health care, housing, resettlement and electricity 
supply. She said the EU support for housing and health etc has been very much welcomed, and 
they are very much proud to be involved in helping for housing and livelihood improvement 
programmes. She noted they could observe that there is degree of energy in terms of economic 
development in the country.
Lambert observed the possibility of Sri Lanka to be a leading country in terms of use of 
renewable energies with low carbon emissions in its efforts to shift to a greener economy. She 
looked forward to cooperate with Sri Lanka in this sphere in the future.Commenting on the 
progress of the LLRC report, she said they were aware of the national action plan for the 
implementation of its recommendations. She said more work is to be done on the implications 
of land titles, accountability and disappearances, adding that they raised concerns on the role 
and presence of military.
Terhi Lehtinen, In Charge of Affairs EU to Sri Lanka and Maldives also participated.

Expressive EU! (Daily FT)

 Welcomes Northern poll but wants it held in ‘civilian environment’
 Says NPC election is a fulfilment of GoSL  promises about implementation of 13A
 Claims lack of EU monitors does not underestimate importance of Northern election
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 Concerned about military stifling civilian trade, industry and farmers growth with unfair 
competitiveness

 Hails physical reconstruction in North as being “very, very visible” but insists deeper 
reconciliation issues still require more work

Having welcomed the upcoming polls, the European Union yesterday was explicit about the 
better path for democracy and prosperity in the post-war North.
The six-member delegation of the European Union which concluded a visit to Sri Lanka 
yesterday said that the poll was an important step in moving the political process forward in the 
post-war context. “It is important too because it reflects the statements made by the Lessons 
Learnt and Reconciliation Commission and the Government of Sri Lanka with regard to 
implementing the 13th Amendment. The Northern provincial council election represents the 
fulfilment of those promises,” Chair of the visiting EU Delegation Jean Lambert told a news 
conference in Colombo.

She said the delegation wanted to make it clear that the EU decision not to send monitors for the 
election in no way underestimated the importance of the Northern poll.
“The EU Parliament monitoring program generally observes national level elections but that in 
no way underestimates for one instant how important this election is,” she explained calling for 
a free and fair poll. Lambert expressed hope that the LLRC recommendations would be 
implemented fully and the Northern election scheduled for September would take place in a 
civilian environment “free from pressure or intimidation.”
The EU official also called for a greater separation between military and civilian life and 
economy in the North and expressing hope that the Northern provincial council poll will bring a 
breakthrough in the political progress required in the post-war phase.
She said that concerns had been raised about the continuing role of the military in many aspects 
of civilian life in the North.
“There is a need to make sure the military doesn’t become part and parcel of the everyday 
economy while there is a real need for the development of a civilian economy in the North,” 
Lambert said.
Raising issues regarding de-militarisation and the military role in civil administration post war, 
the Delegation Chair noted that the military’s economic role had a direct impact on the ability of 
a local economy to grow.
“The military doesn’t have the same overheads as civilian entrepreneurs, their wages are 
already guaranteed,” she noted, expressing ‘slight surprise’ at posters advertising tourist resorts
run by the Sri Lanka Air Force while the delegation was flying North.
Concerns apart, Lambert also hailed the physical reconstruction in the North as being “very, 
very visible.” However the EU Delegation chair said there were deeper reconciliation issues that 
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still required work.
The delegation highlighted disappearances and closure for the families of the disappeared as a 
key part of this deeper healing process. “Part of peace-building is moving forward on issues like 
disappearances. There is a desire of people to know what happened to their family members,” 
Lambert said, underscoring the impact the lack of such information had on women in particular, 
whose civil and legal status were affected.
During their four-day tour, the EU Parliamentary delegation met with Minister for External 
Affairs, G.L. Peiris, Social Integration Minister Vasudeva Nanayakkara, Minister of Energy and 
Renewable Energy Susil Premajayanth, Resettlement Minister Guneratne Weerakoon and were 
scheduled to meet with Economic Development Minister Basil Rajapaksa last afternoon. The 
delegation travelled to the Northern and Central Provinces during their visit.

Be vigilant of LTTE fronts: GL tells EU (Daily Mirror)

The discussions included the Erasmus Mundus Programme for postgraduate studies in 
European Universities and co-operation in the field of fisheries

External Affairs Minister G.L. Peiris while acknowledging the ongoing cooperation on 
counter-terrorism and judicial action taken by several member countries of the European Union 
against terrorist elements said LTTE front organisations were continuing to raise funds. The 
minister met the Delegation for Relations with Countries of South Asia and stressed the 
importance of sustained vigilance in this regard. 

They agreed to schedule dates for the 18th European Union–Sri Lanka Joint Commission in 
Brussels within the next few months. 

The Minister referred to Europol’s Terrorist Situation and Trend Report (TESAT) this year 
which states that these organisations are still considered active and benefitting from some 
support, especially in countries with a significant diaspora. Members of the European 
Parliament delegation shared with the Minister their impressions gathered during their visit to 
the North. The minister briefed them on the implementation of the LLRC Report, the 
preparations underway for the Business Forum on the sidelines of CHOGM, in which business 
leaders from several European countries outside the Commonwealth will participate and on 
other current issues in Sri Lanka. 

The discussions included the Erasmus Mundus Programme for postgraduate studies in 
European Universities and co-operation in the field of fisheries. 

The minister said the delegation had the opportunity of making its own independent 
assessment because the members had visited the country as recently as last year, and they 
could now observe for themselves the progress since then. The government, he said, welcomed 
this, because what was important was that foreign delegations should be able to rely on their 
own judgment rather than be influenced by propaganda. 
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The delegation led by Jean LAMBERT included Thomas MANN, Salvador SEDO ALABART, 
Horst SCHNELLHARDT, Niccolo RINALDI, Nirj DEVA, Signe OHAKAS, Francois MASSOULIE, 
Ainhoa MARKULETA, Sabine MEYER, Francisca NEHER, Andrea SEIDENSTUECKER and Bettina 
EXNER-MARA.

Political situ worries EU MPs (Island)

Chair of the Delegation, Jean Lambert (Greens/EFA, United Kingdom), while welcoming the 
important progress made on reconstruction and rehabilitation, yesterday expressed concern 
over the political situation. Trust building within all communities was of paramount 
importance, she stressed.

Addressing a press briefing in Colombo, Lambert said that as far as accountability and 
reconciliation were concerned, she was confident that the LLRC (Lessons Learnt Reconciliation 
Commission) recommendations would be carried out fully. She said that the delegation would 
further discuss the issue when they met Economic Development Minister Basil Rajapaksa.
She expressed hope that the upcoming Northern Provincial Council election in September 
would take place an environment free from any type of pressure or intimidation.
Lambert said she strongly believed that the success of the NCP elections would be an important 
step towards bringing together and empowering the people.
They would welcome an opportunity to monitor the election as it would be an important step 
in the political process, she said.
The six-member delegation includes parliamentarians Thomas Mann (EPP, Germany), Salvador 
Sedo I Alabart (EPP, Spain), Horst Schnellhadt (EEP, Germany), Niccolo Rinaldi (ALDE, Italy) 
and Nirj Deva (ECR, United Kingdom).

PC ELECTIONS:EU RULES OUT SENDING ITS MONITORS (Daily Mirror)

It was too late for the EU to send its delegations for the Provincial Council Elections

The European Union has ruled out sending its monitors for Sri Lanka’s Provincial Council 
Elections. 

Head of the Delegation to South East Asia, Japan and India, Vice President of the Intergroup 
on Ageing, the Intergroup on Antipoverty and the Intergroup on Anti-racism and Diversity of 
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the European Parliament Jean Lambert said on Thursday that it was too late for the EU to send 
its monitors for the Provincial Council Elections. 

This statement comes in the wake of repeated requests made by the Sri Lankan opposition 
that foreign monitors should be brought in especially for the Northern Provincial Council 
Elections. 

Ms. Lambert said it was too late for the EU to send its delegations for the Provincial Council 
Elections. Besides she said the EU usually does not send in its monitors for a provincial or a local 
election. 

However, she said the European Parliament would closely monitor Sri Lanka’s Provincial 
Council Elections in September. 

Ms. Lambert said Sri Lanka had achieved much when it came to rehabilitation in the areas 
which were affected by the war. At the same time she said there was much more work to do in 
this regard. 


