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Stakeholder Note  
           

1. Parliament opens this year on March 1, 2012. Article 84 of the 
Constitution stipulates that the President of the Republic address the 
Parliament (People’s Majlis), announcing the government’s economic, 
political and social policies for the following year. 

 
2. A smooth functioning Parliament is the way forward for any democracy. 

It is the only place where political solutions can be formed for the current 
situation 

 
3. The opposition Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP), in recent statements, 

has specifically called for the disruption of the Parliament, both inside the 
Chamber as well as on the streets of capital Male’. 

 
4. Parliament disruption has been witnessed in the past. In such 

circumstances the practice followed in previous Parliament sessions, 
including that of the period under the watch of MDP, is for the Speaker of 
the Parliament to name those individual members who disrupt the 
Parliament session, and ask them to leave the Chamber. In the event of 
non compliance, the Parliamentary guards will escort the member out of 
the Chamber, till the end of that particular session. 

 
5. In the past, such escorts have been unpleasant on several occasions. 

Individual members have their right to file a petition to protest such 
removal, in the next session too, for such an escort. 

 
6. It has come to the attention of the government that Maldivian Democratic 

Party (MDP) plans to use this event to portray to the world a negative 
image of the Parliament, while the fact is that it has been the practices in 
previous sessions including the period under the MDP watch. 

 
7. The Government assures all stakeholders of Maldives that the situation in 

Maldives will be calm, the rule of law will be upheld and human rights 
will be protected at all times. 
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