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I would like to welcome Secretary of State Clinton to Brussels. As you know we met recently on a 

number of occasions in New York and Washington. So this is yet another opportunity for us to 

bring each other up to date and discuss a number of issues where we have shared interests and 

where EU-US collaboration is critical, essential to our shared objectives, values and goals but also 

to our commitment to tackling some of the bigger issues that we face. 

 

One of these key areas in which we are working together is Pakistan. The point to make here is that 

we as EU are working on multiple fronts, in a comprehensive way: 

• providing immediate post-flood relief following the unprecedented floods which 

devastated large parts of the country. 

• developing a longer-term strategy to help Pakistan's reconstruction and  

economic development.  

• bolstering political support to improve institution and capacity building in  

Pakistan and help Pakistan's democratic institutions to combat extremism. 

 

I am pleased that the last European Council in September agreed an ambitious package of support, 

including important trade measures – and we are working hard to implement this comprehensive 

agenda.  

A safe, secure and stable Pakistan is manifestly in the interests of the EU, the United States and the 

international community as a hole. This will be my key message when I host the Friends of 

Democratic Pakistan conference tomorrow here in Brussels.  
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This will be an important meeting where the main international actors will come together to discuss 

Pakistan's short and long-term needs; to set out what we all can do to support this important country 

– and to agree on what the democratic government of Pakistan for its part can do in terms of the 

necessary political and economic reforms. I know I can count on the support and collaboration of 

Secretary of State Clinton and U.S. Envoy Richard Holbrooke in this regard. 

 

______________________ 

 

 

 


