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MINUTES
of the meeting of 17 September 2013, from 14.00 to 15.00

Brussels

The meeting opened at 14.00 on Tuesday 17 September 2013, with First Vice-Chair John 
Attard-Montalto in the Chair.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda

The agenda was adopted without any changes.

2. Adoption of the minutes of 18 June 2013

The minutes were adopted without any changes.

3. Announcements by the Chair

Chair Attard-Montalto and Vice-Chair Thomas Mann made the following announcements:

Pakistan
On 9 September, Mamnoon Hussain was sworn in as Pakistan's new President, replacing Asif 
Ali Zardari, who thus becomes the nation's first democratically elected President to complete 
a full term. On behalf of the Delegation, let me please congratulate both Presidents and 
express my best wishes of success to President Hussain.

After the worrisome flare-up between Indian and Pakistani forces along the Line of Control 
over the summer, the announcement of a meeting between Prime Ministers Nawaz Sharif and 
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Manmohan Singh during the UN General Assembly session is encouraging.

In July, EU Chief Election Observer Mission Michael Gahler presented to President Zardari 
the final EU Election Observation Mission report about the May 2013 elections. The 
President stated his appreciation for the EOM's professionalism, active involvement and 
monitoring of the electoral process and its continued support for democracy in Pakistan. In 
August, our colleagues Ana Gomes and Andrzej Grzyb led a mission of the Human Rights 
Subcommittee (DROI) to Islamabad and Lahore. We intend to try and organize a meeting of 
this Delegation with our colleagues Gahler, Gomes and Grzyb to discuss the EOM report and 
its 50 recommendations as well as the conclusions of the DROI mission.

Bangladesh
Starting today at 15:00, back-to-back with our own meeting, INTA will hold an exchange of 
views on "labour conditions and health and safety standards at work in Bangladesh and its 
possible impact on EU-Bangladesh trade relations". It will notably bring in together 
Ambassador Ismat Jahan and ILO Deputy Director General Gilbert Houngbo. I encourage 
colleagues to participate to this very important topic about which our Delegation has been 
consistently mobilized over the past year and will continue to do so.

Nepal
An agreement has been achieved to hold elections on 19 November, and voter registration is 
now completed: some 12.1 million people have been registered, which is 5.5 million less than 
the number registered for the 2008 elections. The new biometric registration system seeks to 
avoid duplication, therefore, the decreased number of voters could be a result of emigrated 
migrant workers. Political parties are trying to forge the best possible consensus around the 
elections. Just last week, a new agreement was drawn up to increase the number of seats in the 
Constituent Assembly to 601. The main party keeping out of the electoral process is the CPN-
Maoist. The situation is still volatile and disruptive as seen by the continued practice of 
'bandhs' (strikes and closure of all activities, schools etc.). On 12 September, EU Missions in 
Nepal, joined by Norway and Switzerland, issued a statement to express concern about this 
practice. This statement seems to reflect the growing frustration of a large part of the 
population which feels victim to the abuse of the use of bandhs'.

After completing their six-year tenure, five National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) 
officials retired, leaving the NHRC without top officials. As per the legislation in force, 
members for the NHRC are to be appointed on the recommendation of the Constitutional 
Council following a parliamentary hearing which is yet to be realised. This comes in the wake 
of key positions becoming vacant in other constitutional bodies as major political parties have 
failed to agree on sharing posts. In these circumstances, there are concerns that the NHRC 
will not be able to play its watchdog role during the election period.

At the invitation of the authorities, the EU will deploy an Electoral Observation Mission 
whose core team should travel to Nepal in early October.

Bhutan
On 13 July, the second round of the National Assembly elections was well organized and took 
place in a peaceful atmosphere. Although these were only the second general elections, they 
already brought about a first alternation of power, with the surprise victory of the People's 
Democratic Party. The fact that India cut its subsidies to oil and gas prices in Bhutan during 
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the campaign was perceived as a critical factor in the PDP’s victory: it was widely viewed by 
the Bhutanese as a retaliatory measure against the former Druk Phuensum Tshogpa 
government. 

 I am glad to announce that our mission to Bhutan is confirmed for the end of October. Please 
also note that we will have a 24-hour stopover in Kathmandu.

The mission will comprise 6 MEPs, and interested Members are invited to send their 
expression of interest to the Secretariat by 23 September at the latest."

4. Report on the Delegation mission to Sri Lanka and the Maldives (14-19 July 
2013)

Chair Attard-Montalto introduced the point by flagging a recent development: last week, UN 
Human Rights Commissioner Navi Pillay had stressed in front of the Human Rights Council 
her "immediate concern for the protection of human rights defenders, journalists and 
communities I met during my visit from any reprisal, intimidation or attack". At the end of her 
visit to Sri Lanka in August, Ms. Pillay had already reported that some of the people she had 
met with were being intimidated. Chair Attard-Montalto fully shared the indignation of the 
Human Rights Commissioner against such practices unbecoming of a democratic country. He 
added that the DSAS had not heard so far of any such act against people the EP mission had 
met last July, but that it remained vigilant.

The Chair also noted that, recently, police curfew had been imposed on two consecutive 
nights in an area of Central Colombo after a Muslim prayer centre was attacked by a mob 
which allegedly included Buddhist monks.

Vice-Chair Mann, who had participated in the July mission to Sri Lanka and the Maldives, 
shared his views and conclusions with the Members. Vice-Chair Mann's remarks were 
complemented by those of MEPs Niccolo Rinaldi and Salvador Sedò i Alabart, who had also 
participated to the mission.

MEP Rinaldi emphasised the post-war human rights challenges, and the need to reconcile the 
UN Human Rights Council approach (including the 2012 and 2013 Resolutions) and the 
domestic path of the 'Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission'. In Colombo, MEP 
Rinaldi had been struck by the pessimism of the EU Heads of Mission, but also of other 
countries' Ambassadors, about the domestic situation and the difficult relationship they had with 
the Sri Lankan authorities. MEP Rinaldi deplored the difficulties encountered by the Friedrich-
Ebert Foundation and the Friedrich-Naumann Foundation, two well-respected and renowned 
EU foundations, and urged the Government of Sri Lanka to find a solution, so that they could 
operate freely along with their Sri Lankan partners.

He also related the visit to the tea estate in the Central Province, where he could witness the 
poor living conditions of the tea workers. Finally, MEP Rinaldi reported that, whereas the 
authorities had been very upset by the suspension of the GSP+ scheme, External Affairs 
Minister Peiris had confirmed that the issue was over with and that Sri Lanka did not intend to 
apply for it again. 
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MEP Sedò i Alabart fully supported his colleagues' comments and added that, during the visit to 
the North, he could not see reconciliation at work. There seemed to be some gap between 
promises, policies and their actual implementation. For instance, despite the assurances given 
by the authorities, it seemed that the local population could actually seldom use the Tamil 
language in their interaction with the authorities.

Soon after the July mission, which he could unfortunately not join, MEP Phil Bennion had also 
travelled to Sri Lanka, and would release his own report. MEP Bennion offered comments very 
consistent with the main conclusions of the DSAS mission itself:

Whereas the government had spent a lot of resources to rebuild the war-affected areas, 
the consequences of the war were still vividly affecting many people; many were still 
facing housing problems and struggling for their livelihood. Many local people felt 
that four years since the end of the conflict, the presence of the army was too heavy 
and that peace dividends were below expectations and reconciliation was lagging 
behind. There was an urgent need for the Sri Lankan Government to redouble efforts 
and action in this regard.

The Members also welcomed the upcoming elections to the Northern Provincial Council on 21 
September 2013. Provided they would take place in a civilian environment free from pressure or 
intimidation, prove credible and transparent, and that the results would be widely accepted and 
respected, they should be an important step in building trust and moving the political 
reconciliation process forward.

MEP van Orden lauded the positive tone of the mission participants, which represented a 
progress from the past, when Sri Lanka was facing undue criticisms for its achievements against 
terrorism.

Before giving the floor to Ambassador Amza, the Chair thanked him and his Sri Lankan 
Embassy team for their invaluable support for the organisation of the DSAS mission. The fact 
that they had prepared specially for this occasion an update on the implementation of the 
LLRC recommendations was most appreciated.

Recalling that he had received a mandate to strengthen the relationship of his country with the 
EU, Ambassador Amza expressed his appreciation for the DSAS mission which was placed 
under the aegis of 'constructive engagement'; this term encapsulated well the new momentum 
between the EU and Sri Lanka. As for the allegations of threats made against people who had 
met with the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, the government of Sri Lanka had 
asked for specific information, as it was in its interest to investigate the same. Referring to the 
challenges faced by the plantation sector, the Ambassador stressed that the current situation has 
to be looked at against the historical context of this community. He said that the 
enfranchisement of Sri Lankans of Indian Origin was fully accomplished only in 1988 when the 
Grant of Citizenship to Stateless Persons (Special Provisions) Act was passed in Parliament, 
and efforts had been made by successive Governments to improve the social, economical and 
political betterment of this community. About religious intolerance and rancour, he said that 
whenever such incidents have occurred, the parties involved had promptly reached amicable 
settlements. About the role of the military, the Ambassador emphasized its role in demining, 
reconstruction and rebuilding work, using its own human and material resources, at a time 
where there was a dearth of such resources. Demobilization of the military was in progress and 
needed time to be carried out in a rational manner, taking into account the future socio-
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economic wellbeing of the military personnel, as well as the national security and strategic 
concerns of the country.

5. Presidential elections in the Maldives

Chair Attard-Montalto recalled that the EU had sent an Election Expert Mission for these 
elections. The first news received from the 7 September first round of elections were 
encouraging, with few incidents reported and apparently general acceptance of the results by the 
political parties. Former President Mohamed Nasheed, who received  45% of the vote had 
stated that although his party identified some anomalies, it accepted the results.. For his part, 
Mr. Abdulla Yameen, who came second with 25%, announced that his Progressive Party of the 
Maldives would enter into coalition talks with other political parties. The run-off between 
Messrs. Nasheed and Yameen would take place on 28 September and the Presidential 
inauguration should take place on 11 November.

Global satisfaction being expressed,  Chair Attard-Montalto expressed concern about a
statement subsequently made at a rally by Mr. Yameen's running mate Mohamed Jameel 
according to whom Mr. Nasheed would not be allowed to assume office even if he got elected, 
and that should the PPM come to power, he would be imprisoned for a lengthy period. This 
showed how polarized and fragile the situation still is.

Having conveyed to the Maldivian Chargé d'Affaires a.i., Dr. Mohammed Asim, his 
condolences for the recent passing of Foreign Minister Dr. Abdul Samad Abdullah, Chair 
Attard-Montalto then invited the Ambassador to offer his comments.

The Ambassador explained that the Jumhoree Party, whose candidate came third, had launched 
an appeal in Court. However, it was likely to be refuted. Indeed, the many domestic and 
international observers, both numerous and active -e.g. 'Transparency Maldives' had deployed 
400 observers, the Commonwealth Observers' Group had visited 14 atolls- had described the 
first round as smooth, transparent1, inclusive and competitive2. India, Japan, and EU diplomats 
were also present and came to the same conclusion.

This said, some flaws had been reported, most notably the absence of effective enforcement 
mechanisms in the case of violations and the lack of clarity in certain aspects of the law. For his 
part, outgoing President Waheed had called for peace and harmony.

Ambassador Asim concluded by thanking the EU for sending an Election Expert Mission to the 
Maldives.

5. Any other business

No other business.

                                               
1 'Transparency Maldives'
2 Commonwealth Observers' Group
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7. Date and place of the next meeting

The next meeting of the Delegation for relations with South Asia will be announced 
electronically.

The meeting closed at 15.00.
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