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MINUTES
of the meeting of 18 June 2013, from 14.00 to 15.00

Brussels

The meeting opened at 14.00 on Tuesday 18 June 2013, with Jean Lambert (Chair) in the 
chair.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda

The agenda had foreseen a discussion with Chief Election Observer Michael Gahler on the 
follow-up to the EU Electoral Observation Mission to Pakistan. Given Mr. Gahler's 
unavailability, the point was removed from the agenda.

2. Adoption of the minutes of 29 May 2013

Due to a technical problem (wrong version inserted in the background file), the minutes could 
not be circulated. They will be adopted at the next delegation meeting.

3. Announcements by the Chair

The Chair made the following announcements:
"On Pakistan, let me first express my deepest regrets on the recent terror attacks:

- on Saturday June 15, in Quetta, Balochistan, a bomb killed 14 female students and injured 
22 on a bus carrying students at Sardar Bahadur Khan Women's University. Following this 
attack, terrorists stormed the medical centre where survivors were brought to, and killed 
another 11 people, including nurses and security personnel.

- on Sunday June 16, in the Swabi district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK), two polio 
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workers were shot dead by suspected militants. This latest incident adds to the death toll of 
polio workers and security officials killed in attacks on polio health teams.

On behalf of the South Asia Delegation and the whole Parliament, let me express my 
condolences to the victims and their families.
I am confident that the new government led by Mr. Nawaz Sharif will do its utmost to hold 
accountable perpetrators and instigators, and to diminish the recurrence of terror acts.
I would like to welcome the new Parliament of Pakistan and congratulate Messrs. Ayaz Sadiq 
and Murtaza Javed upon their election as Speaker and Deputy Speaker. On behalf of the 
European Parliament, I also extend my congratulations to the newly-formed provincial 
assemblies and governments. As you know, the EU runs projects to support the strengthening 
of democratic institutions at both national and local levels. Provided the assemblies involved 
in these projects are interested, the EU will pursue this cooperation during the new legislature.
I also wish to congratulate Mr. Nawaz Sharif and the members of his new Cabinet, who, as a 
result of successful democratic elections, assume the responsibilities of power at a time when 
Pakistan faces historical challenges. I am notably encouraged by Prime Minister Sharif's 
commitment to support an Afghan-led process of peace and reconciliation as well as to pursue 
normalcy in bilateral relations with India. 

Bangladesh
On May 30, our Parliament had the honour and privilege to welcome the Foreign Minister of 
Bangladesh, Dr. Dipu Moni.
In association with AFET, her visit offered a timely opportunity to discuss recent 
developments in her country as well as bilateral relations. I wish to reiterate our firm support 
to the efforts undertaken by Bangladesh to improve labour conditions, health and safety 
standards, and underline the specific responsibilities of European companies and buyers in 
this regard.

I also hope that the government and the parliamentary opposition will soon engage in a 
meaningful and result-oriented dialogue aimed at finding interim arrangements ahead of the 
December elections.
I would also like to point out the EP Resolution which was adopted last week on the situation 
of Rohingya Muslims. Of course, the primary responsibility firmly lies with Myanmar, but it 
is also of interest to Bangladesh.

Sri Lanka
On May 29, we had a good discussion with a delegation of visiting parliamentarians led by 
Deputy Speaker Weerakkody. On the post-conflict situation, our Sri Lankan colleagues 
registered good progress; they also candidly acknowledged that much remained to be done on 
the reconciliation track, notably as far as social integration and the trilingual policy is 
concerned.

I expressed my appreciation for a series of positive developments. This includes:
- the visit in August of UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay;

- the confirmation of the election date for the Northern Provincial Council, on September 7; 
on that day, elections will also be held for the North Western and Central Provincial 
Councils.

When we met, the Deputy Speaker informed us that a strong debate was going on within the 



PV\940662EN.doc 3/12 PE510.473v01-00

EN

Cabinet about a possible revision of the 13th amendment to the Constitution, which regulates 
the powers of the Provincial Councils. Just last week, I heard that the government intended to 
table in Parliament an amendment to the 13th Amendment.

This issue needs to be sorted out before the elections so that the people know what the stakes 
are and the candidates know what they are standing for.

The Maldives

"I wish to extend a warm welcome to Dr. Mohamed Asim who has just taken up his position 
as Chargé d'affaires of the Embassy of Maldives and wish him well in the fulfillment of his 
responsibilities."
Dr. Asim thanked Chair Lambert for her kind words and confirmed that Malé would be 
pleased to welcome the DSAS delegation in July 2013. His only wish was that next time, the 
EP delegation could stay for more than one day. Dr. Asim would extend all his support to 
ensure the success of the mission.
Sri Lankan Ambassador P. M. Amza thanked the Chair for hosting a very fruitful discussion 
with the visiting Sri Lankan Parliamentarians on May 29, 2013. He confirmed that upon his 
return to Colombo, Deputy Speaker Weerakkody had consulted with Speaker Rajapaksa, who 
had agreed to welcome the DSAS delegation on July 15-19. The Sri Lankan Embassy would 
extend all its support for the preparation of the mission.

Chair Lambert thanked the Sri Lankan Ambassador and the Maldivian Chargé for their 
support. She informed DSAS Members that the composition of the delegation was now 
almost complete. As per delegation rules, full members had priority over substitutes, all 
members had to travel for the entire duration of the visit, and only authorised EP staff were 
entitled to accompany the visiting delegation. As usual, a specific preparatory meeting would 
be organized a few days before the mission

4. Nepal: exchange of views on the political and electoral processes

The Chair recalled that, in the course of her mission to Nepal, on May 6-9, she had stressed to 
all her interlocutors, starting with President Yadav, that credible, transparent and inclusive 
elections before the end of 2013 were essential to stabilise the political situation, restore 
democratic institutions, finalise a Constitution and secure a lasting peace. The many months 
during which the political life of Nepal had been in limbo had hurt the country.

The Chair hailed the fact that, at long last, the main political leaders had decided on June 14, 
that the elections would be held on November 19, and submitted to the President the election 
ordinance for approval. She recalled that the EU intended to deploy an observation mission 
for these elections.

Handing the floor to Deputy Chief of Mission Kumar Raj Kharel, the Chair expressed the 
wish that President Yadav, who had left the day before for Japan to undergo medical 
treatment, would recover quickly and fully.

Mr. Kharel offered a detailed presentation about the electoral process (full text in Annex I), in 
which he highlighted the importance of the ongoing support of the EU.
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Chair Lambert expressed interest in some of the specific features of the Nepali electoral 
system; in particular, she opined that the diversity requirement for parties running in more 
than 30 per cent of the constituencies was an idea which EU countries may seek inspiration 
from. She also expressed hope that all Nepali parties would decide to participate to the second 
Constituent Assembly elections, as this would be the best possible way for them to have a say 
in the process.

MEPs Thomas Mann and Salvador Sedò i Alabart also expressed appreciation for and support 
to the positive developments in Nepal.

The EEAS confirmed that, upon receipt of the final report of the EU technical mission and of 
a formal invitation from the Nepali authorities, the EU would deploy an Electoral Observation 
Mission.

5. Bhutan: elections to the National Council and National Assembly; Exchange of 
views with Ambassador Sonam Tshong

Introducing the point, Chair Lambert recalled that 2013 was an important election year in 
Bhutan: 
- on April 23, 20 members of the National Council were elected in single-member 

constituencies for each of the 20 Dzongkhags (districts). A further five members have been 
appointed by the 'Druk Gyalpo' ('Dragon King').

- on May 31, the first round of the elections to the National Assembly took place. The 
'Bhutan Peace and Prosperity Party' and the People's Democratic Party , which received the 
two highest number of votes now progress to the second round which will take place on 
July 13, where they will put forward candidates in each of the 47 National Assembly 
constituencies.

Ambassador Sonam Tshong offered a detailed presentation about the electoral process (full 
text in Annex II), and thanked the EU for sending an Election Experts Mission. He also 
welcomed the fact that the EP delegation would undertake a mission to Bhutan in October 
2013.
MEP Phil Bennion expressed surprise about a system through which only two out of the four 
parties fielding candidates would ultimately be represented in the National Assembly. The 
Ambassador explained that Bhutan was a very young democracy whose institutions 
developed in a careful and gradual way. If the two leading parties agreed, then candidates 
belonging to parties eliminated in the first round could still run as independent candidates.

The Bhutanese electoral system presented other unique features. For instance, the candidates 
needed to hold a university degree and be less than 65 years old. Answering a question from 
Chair Lambert about the gender balance, the Ambassador explained that all the members of 
the National Council were males, but that 10 female candidates were running for the National 
Assembly elections. Hopefully, several would be elected.
Chair Lambert thanked the Ambassador for his insights, which proved very useful, notably in 
view of the mission which the DSAS intends to undertake to Bhutan -with a stop-over in 
Nepal- in October 2013.
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5. Any other business

No other business.

7. Date and place of the next meeting

The next meeting of the Delegation for relations with South Asia will be announced 
electronically.

The meeting closed at 11.00.
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ANNEX I

Statement made by Mr. Kumar Raj KHAREL, Deputy Chief of Mission/Counsellor
Mission of Nepal to the EU in the Meeting of European Parliament Delegation for 
Relations with Countries of South Asia 

Brussels, on 18 March 2013

Madam Chair

Honorable MEP’s

Excellencies!

Ladies and Gentlemen!

I thank you Madam Chair for inviting me today and giving opportunity to brief this meeting 
on the latest developments in the ongoing political and electoral process in Nepal. It gives me 
great pleasure to inform you that the Government of Nepal, upon recommendation of the 
Election Commission, has officially announced 19 November 2013 as the date for the 
elections to the second Constituent Assembly. 

Following this announcement, the Chairman of the Interim Election Council of Ministers 
Right Honorable Khil Raj REGMI has called upon all political parties and citizens to 
participate in elections and resolve their differences through democratic procedures of 
elections. 

In order to increase the legitimacy and inclusive participation in this key political process, the 
Government, on its part, has left no stones unturned to find solutions to the differences among 
major parties regarding the elections. The government formed a negotiating team and invited 
opposing parties to sit at negotiating table. The major political parties are also engaged with 
the opposing parties in negotiation and consultation. Following the announcement of the date 
for the CA elections, the Chairman of the Interim Election Council, in his nationwide address 
of Friday 14 June, has appealed all opposing political parties to participate in the electoral 
process to solve their political differences through democratic exercises. 

As you are already aware, an 11-member Interim Election Cabinet under the chairmanship of 
the Chief Justice was sworn into office on 14th March 2013 by the President based on the 
political consensus reached to this effect among the major political parties. The interim 
cabinet has been given the central mandate of holding elections to the new Constituent 
Assembly and Legislative Parliament at the earliest possible date before December this year.

Soon after the formation of the current government, a number of pending steps for holding the 
elections in a free, fair and in a fearless environment were expedited. The Election 
Commission and other Constitutional Bodies were given full shapes, electoral laws, such as 
ordinances pertaining to the voter’s list and the Election Commission were also promulgated. 
Together with the poll date announcement the Government has also carried out some major 
electoral reforms. New CA Membership Ordinance has been promulgated. This law includes 
a new provision of barring people convicted of criminal offences, corruption, rape and money 
laundering from contesting the elections. A new Constituency Delimitation Commission has 
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been formed under the chairmanship of former Supreme Court Justice to adjust the electoral 
constituencies based on the latest census. 

Now that all legal and institutional preparations are fully met and a broad political consensus 
has been reached across the broadest possible spectrum of stakeholders, the electoral process 
has finally taken off. 

As far as the logistics, managerial and administrative aspects for the upcoming elections are 
concerned, the Government and its agencies are fully prepared to undertake the task. Updating 
of the voters’ list has reached its final stage. Based on the 2011 census, the number of eligible 
voters has been calculated to be around 15.4 million. Around 11.7 million voters have already 
been registered biometrically. The Election Commission has distributed voters’ identity cards 
to the registered voters. July 15 has been set by as the cut-off date for the voter roll update. 
All citizens of Nepal reaching the age of 18 by 15 July this year will enjoy universal suffrage.

The EC is now verifying applications filed by political parties for registration before the 
deadline of 30 May 2013 to contest the election. 

The size of the Assembly has been reduced from the previous CA’s 601 to 491, with 240 to 
be elected from the same number of electoral constituencies on the first past the post system, 
another 240 members of the new CA will be nominated under proportional representation 
system from the closed lists of the candidates of the political parties based on the total number 
of votes each of them garners from the overall national constituency, and remaining 11 
members will be nominated by the elected government. 

All parties who file their candidacies for more than 30 per cent of the constituencies are 
required to submit their candidates fulfilling the inclusive provisions in the relevant electoral 
laws from across all ethnic, geographic and gender groups.

The Government welcomes as many international observers, from both governments and civil 
society to observe the election process. Specific provisions and procedures for the election 
observers will be issued by the Election Commission. Formal invitations to international 
observers and specific request for assistance, if needed, will soon be communicated through 
appropriate channel. 

Nepal has consistently received wholehearted moral support and goodwill for the ongoing 
political process from its international friends and partners including the EU. In fact, together 
with our immediate neighbours and the UN, the EU has played a very positive and 
constructive role throughout the whole process for which the Government and people of 
Nepal are ever grateful to them. In just within a week after the announcement of the election 
date Government of Nepal has already received a number of pledges from international 
partners, including the EU. I would like to take this opportunity to express the gratitude of the 
Government and people of Nepal for such gestures of friendly cooperation and support.

The Government of Nepal is confident that Nepal will continue to receive political goodwill 
from our international friends and partners in the days ahead, especially in the context of 
holding new elections to the Constituent Assembly this year in order to draft a new 
constitution that will institutionalize the historical political and social and economic 
achievements. With this the ongoing political process will logically conclude and Nepal will 
embark on a new era of socio-economic transformation that would help sustain the hard won 
political freedom in Nepal.
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ANNEX II

EP Session on 18 June 2013, 4 p.m.
Agenda Item 5: Elections to the National Council and National Assembly; exchange of 
views with Ambassador Sonam Tshong

Madam Chairperson,
Hon’ble Parliamentarians,
Thank you for the opportunity to provide a short update on the Second Parliamentary 
Elections in Bhutan.
Madam Chairperson in her introductory comments has already provided much of the 
information which I was also going to submit. Therefore, in my short presentation, I will 
focus more on the background and some of the unique features of the elections. 
Bhutan has a bicameral Parliament with the National Council or Upper House of Parliament 
and the National Assembly or Lower House of Parliament. 
Following the uninterrupted and successful completion of the tenure of the First parliament 
from March 2008 to April 2013, Bhutan is presently in the midst of its second parliamentary 
elections. The elections for the National Council was held on 23 April and the second stage of 
elections for the National Assembly is due on 13th July. The primary round of election for the 
National Assembly was held on 31st May 2013.
For the interim period of about 3 months, as mandated by the Constitution,there is an Interim 
Government with the Chief Justice of Bhutan functioning as the Chief Advisor.
Madam Chairperson,

The National Council comprises of 25 members of which, 20 are elected by the people and 5 
are appointed by His Majesty the King. For the 20 elected seats, elections were held on 31st

May and preliminary results were declared on the same day. The first sitting of the newly 
elected National Council was held on 10 May 2013. For the 20 seats, representing each of the 
20 districts of Bhutan, there were 67 candidates who were selected and screened through a 
rigorous election process firstly at the village/block level and thereafter at the district level. 
Election for the National Council are on individual basis and apolitical in nature. Candidates 
cannot be member or affiliated to any of the political parties. Moreover, it is the local bodies 
in the districts that are responsible for selecting and nominating candidates to the Council.

The voter turnout percentage for the council election was 45.16% as against 53% in 2008. Out 
of 379,819 registered voters, 171,544 voters exercised their franchise.

Madam Chairperson,

As per our Constitution, elections to the National Assembly (or lower house) are held in two 
rounds of elections i.e. a primary round and the general elections. 

The Polls for the first-ever Primary Round of elections to the National Assembly for 47 seats 
were successfully conducted on 31st May in a peaceful environment. Four registered Political 
Parties contested. Of these four, the two parties that secured the highest number of votes will 
be eligible to proceed for the general round. Accordingly, the DPT who secured 44.5% and 
PDP who secured 32.5% of the votes in the Primary Round will be contesting the general 
elections on 12th July 2013. 
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In the Primary round, the voter turn out was 55.27% i.e. 211,018 which is much higher than 
that for the National Council. Many observers feel the percentage will increase in the general 
elections. Of the total votes cast, 82% or 173,075 were cast in person on the EVM (Electronic 
Vote Machine) at 850 polling stations and 18% or 37,943 through Postal Ballot.

Madam Chairperson,

My delegation is pleased to inform that an EU Election Experts Mission comprising of two 
independent experts visited Bhutan during the primary election. The purpose of the Experts 
Mission was to collect factual information concerning the electoral process, in line with the 
criteria contained in the European Commission Communication on electoral Assistance and 
Observation. The same experts are also scheduled to observe the general elections and will be 
in Bhutan from 28 of this month until 21st July 2013.

We look forward to their report and thank the European Commission for fielding such a 
Mission to Bhutan.

Thank you!


