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Members of the European Parliament welcomed progress made by Albania in 
fulfilling the visa liberalization benchmarks. 

Five Members of the European Parliament concluded yesterday a working visit 
in Albania. During the two days visit MEPs Eduard KUKAN; Tanja FAJON;
Jelko KACIN; Marije CORNELISSEN  and Simon BUSUTTIL met with 
Albanian president Bamir TOPI, prime minister Sali BERISHA,  speaker of  the 
National Assembly Jozefina TOPALLI and other government's officials and
leaders of the opposition.  The aim of the visit was to discuss a new framework 
for interparliamentary cooperation, to be informed on the recent political 
developments in Albania and to take stock of the efforts in the visa liberalisation 
process. 

"We appreciate the progress Albania has achieved in fulfilling benchmarks on visa 
liberalization" said MEPs after being presented with the progress on this issue. "We 
are satisfied with the level of technical preparedness for the process and in case of 
positive report from the experts of the European Commission we are ready to support 
the decision for full visa liberalization for Albania", stressed the MEPs, among them
coordinator of the biggest political group in the committee responsible for visa issues
Simon BUSUTTIL and rapporteur in charge of the visa liberalization Tanja FAJON. 

After discussion with the speaker of Albanian Parliament Jozefina TOPALLI
concerning establishment of the new interparliamentary framework MEPs stated:  
"We welcome the preparedness of Albanian side to open a new era of inter-
parliamentary dialogue and looking forward to cooperation with all parties 
represented in Albanian National Assembly".

The head of the SEE delegation and Co-Chairman of the EU - Albania Stabilization 
and Association Parliamentary Committee (SAPC) Eduard KUKAN expressed 
confidence that on the European Parliament's side all preparatory steps will be taken 
for a rapid launching of this committee. "The SAPC should play meaningful and 
important role in communication between the European Parliament and the Albanian 
National Assembly", added the MEPs .

"We also appreciate the Albanian involvement in promoting regional cooperation in 
South East Europe" assumed the MEPs. 

Concerning the political situation in Albania MEPs stated: "We hope that persistent
political tensions accompanying the work of the Albanian National Assembly will be 
soon resolved. Therefore we call on all political leaders to continue their efforts to 
find solution within the democratic institutions. All established democratic institutions 
must be fully functional in order to cope with challenges of the European integration. 
The political debates should take place on the ground of these institutions and theirs 
decisions have to be generally respected. All possible future attempts to boycott the 
Parliament's work might hamper Albania's ambitions on its way to the EU". 


