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ECOTOWN PROJECT

Ecotowns on the Mediterranean Sea

The Committee for Energy, Environment and Water, of the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean 

On December 11th 2012, the Committee for Energy, Environment and Water of 
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean agreed to 
launch the Ecotown project and implement it along the Mediterranean coastline. 
The NGO Bahr Loubnan has proposed a model for ecotowns along the 
Mediterranean Sea, based on their recent project in the small seaside town of 
Naqoura, Lebanon. The project requires the involvement and cooperation of 
local municipalities and NGOs. 

Outlined below are the goals and plan of action necessary for the 
implementation of the Ecotown Project, as agreed by Bahr Loubnan and the 
Committee for Energy, Environment and Water of the Parliamentary Assembly 
of the Union for the Mediterranean. Upon signature of this document, local 
municipalities agree to collaborate with both parties, and help implement the 
proposed project as it is outlined below.
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I. Introduction

a) Participants

Founded in 2008, the Committee for Energy, Environment and Water of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Union for the Mediterranean (PA-UfM) organizes joint initiatives and 
develops procedures concerning renewable energies, soft mobility, the fight against climate 
change, the supply of sufficient drinking water, the improvement of the sea quality and the 
fight against environmental pollution. It operates along the guidelines and principles of the 
Union for the Mediterranean and is chaired by Professor Stefan Schennach. For five years, all 
members of the Committee of South and North have been working enthusiastically, always 
looking for solutions and good results. Crucial topics have been thoroughly discussed, and 
examples of best practice have been evaluated and well positioned.

Bahr Loubnan is a non profit, non-governmental organization, founded in Lebanon in 2002 
by Lebanese President of the Council of Ministers Rafik Hariri, (who was killed in Beirut by 
a booby-trapped car in 2005) and is now under the presidency of Mrs. Nazek Rafik Hariri. 
Bringing together environmental specialists, geographers, biologists and communication 
experts, the association finds long-term ways and means to prevent coastal and sea pollution, 
safeguard biodiversity and promote responsible management of Lebanon’s 225km coastal 
zone. Coordinating the Ecotown Project is Dr. Rima Tarabay (Ph.D. in Geography- Sorbonne 
Paris), founding member and vice president of Bahr Loubnan.

Bahr Loubnan is keen to be involved in the fight led by Mediterranean countries against 
pollution. Based on the success of its leading project in the village of Naqoura, Lebanon, the 
NGO is keen to collaborate with the Union for the Mediterranean, and to transform selected 
cities, towns and villages on the Mediterranean coastline into ecotowns. These chosen 
locations should, like the village of Naqoura itself, correspond to the following criteria: a 
small population, the presence of sites in need of imminent environmental protection and 
cooperation from the local inhabitants.

b) Key Terms

1. Naqoura is the Lebanese NGO Bahr Loubnan’s leading project, in which the small 
seaside town of Naqoura on the borders of Southern Lebanon was converted into a 
self-sustaining ecotown, thus reducing coastal and sea pollution in the area. This will 
be used as a model for the proposed ecotowns along the Mediterranean Sea, as agreed 
by Bahr Loubnan, the Committee on Energy, Environment and Water PA-UfM and 
local municipalities. 

2. The Ecotown project aims to create a network of municipalities, small villages and 
towns, which present good examples of what can be done against environmental 
pollution. This is achieved through the use of renewable energies, waste management 
and waste prevention (particularly the enormous pollution caused by plastic bags), 
and the support of organic farming and soft mobility. In the next few years this 
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network should develop into a strong cooperation of local communities. These 
villages will serve as educational platforms on sustainable development. Through 
public programmes, workshops and school visits, the surrounding communities will 
be able to see and experience the benefits of environmental responsibility. 

c) Target region

Small towns and villages located on Mediterranean Sea, this includes the following coastal 
countries:

Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria, Libya, Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Cyprus, Greece, France, Italy, 
Spain, Malta, Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Albania, Turkey…

d) Environmental issues in the Mediterranean coastline and sea

With growing coastal populations, the Mediterranean Sea and coast have become 
dangerously polluted. Recent reports show alarming figures of plastic particles found in the 
water and consumed by fish. The biodiversity of marine life is imbalanced, leading to the 
disappearance of certain fish species and the disproportionate proliferation of jelly fish. 

Urgent measures need to be taken to reduce pollution and restore a balanced ecosystem in the 
Mediterranean Sea. Environmental policies need to be implemented in coastal cities, towns 
and villages, which are the main source of pollution.

One of the main issues is that, whilst such policies do exist, they differ from region to region. 
Cities and towns in the Northern countries of the Mediterranean adopted measures towards 
reducing pollution years ago: they built waste water plants and garbage recycling facilities. 
Meanwhile, cities and towns on the Southern coasts of the Mediterranean are still at the 
beginning of this process. Cities and towns on the Mediterranean Sea should have a common 
approach to the environment.  To facilitate this, we propose to turn small coastal cities, towns 
and villages that are manageable in size and population into self-sustaining ecotowns. In turn, 
these ecotowns will form part of an educational campaign, whereby, through public 
programmes and school visits, the neighbouring communities can learn about, see and 
experience the benefits of environmental responsibility.
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II. Objectives

a) General Objective

To revive, improve and preserve the natural environment and biodiversity of the target zone, 
protecting it from all kinds of savage urbanization. The target areas will become part of an 
environmental sustainable development project. 

b) Specific goals of the Ecotown Project 

Using sustainable development as a tool, the aim of this project is to transform small cities 
and villages along the Mediterranean Sea into ecotowns. Through public programmes and 
school visits, these ecotowns will serve as educational platforms, providing a model of 
environmental responsibility in the region. 

The standards necessary for the implementation of an ecotown affects several sectors and 
requires multiphase management, including that of educational and informative programmes 
for the local population.

c) Global impact within the context of sustainable development

The participants estimate that the proposed project will have the following positive impacts 
on the region and globally: 

1. the creation of jobs and activities
2. the revitalization of the target cities, towns and villages, and the subsequent 

improvement of their public image as environmental sites
3. the improved image and marketability of local produce and heritage in target cities, 

towns and villages
4. the creation of ecotowns as new tourist sites, which would encourage responsible 

tourism
5. the creation of a model for sustainable development in the region
6. a clean-up of the Mediterranean Sea and coastline
7. a contribution towards the fight against climate change
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III.Plan of Action

a) General plan

1. To spread awareness through campaigns against pollution in the Mediterranean, which also 
promote biodiversity preservation.
2. To act on the legislative level if needed: implementing laws that meet international 
standards of environmental responsibility.
3. To clear the Mediterranean coastline of pollution by reducing and stopping sources of 
pollution.
4. To establish a special structure for sustaining the environmental measures taken in the 
target coastal areas.
5. To develop and install measures to preserve marine and coastal biodiversity.
6. To build an aquarium or interactive museum of marine life.
7. To highlight the importance of sustainable development on coastal villages.

b) Specific actions

The creation of the proposed ecotowns will involve the following steps:

Phase 1: Water and Waste

– Water: Build a waste water treatment plant, make healthy drinking water available

– Waste: Build facilities to collect, sort and recycle waste to energy, Compost and to 
manage toxic waste

–  Education and awareness: schools, general public and media

Phase II: Electricity and Renewable Energies

– Facilitate the transition towards renewable energies

– Reduce levels of energy consumption in domestic and public spheres by improving 
insulation in homes and public buildings, creating green roof systems and painting houses 
white to reduce carbon emissions. Public buildings should act as examples of how to be 
carbon-neutral and environmentally friendly.

- Education and awareness: schools, general public and media
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Phase III: Agriculture and Forest

- Agriculture: phase out the use of pesticides, promote organic farming and drip irrigation 
systems.

– Reforestation

– Coast remediation

- Education and awareness: schools, general public and media.

Phase IV: Implement Policy change

It is important that the following measures, which encourage environmental responsibility 
as part of civil life, be taken at the level of policy. Women, due to their domestic and 
educational roles, will play an important role in adopting these new responsibilities.

- Ban the use of plastic bags and replace them with paper bags.

- Promote soft mobility by improving public transport systems, bicycle routes and 
pedestrian areas

- Promote ecotourism

- Promote the buying and selling of local products

- Make agreements with neighboring cities and towns to avoid external pollution

Phase V: Education and interaction

- Set up teaching tools and an educational programme to promote the phases stated above

- Involve the surrounding cities and towns at each step of the project by organizing school 
visits, lectures and workshops

- Film each step of the project for a video marketing campaign
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IV. Perspectives and points to consider

This project cannot be implemented without the participation of local communities in the 
target areas.

Applications for funding will be necessary to acquire the following: 

- -      water recycling plants
- renewable energy sources such as solar panels, wind turbines and biofuels
- garbage recycling facilities
- support for local agriculture in the transition to organic farming
- educational programmes
- the implementation of green jobs

In order to benefit from donations from the EU and other sources, local municipalities and 
NGOs will need to collaborate closely with all the Mediterranean countries involved in the 
project. By sharing projects, countries on the North and South of the Mediterranean will 
attract funding initiatives, giving their desired objectives a boost. Sustainable development 
and the fight against pollution are global issues that should not be considered separately. 
Common action will lead to change!
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V. Concluding Statement and Signatures 

Having agreed to implement the creation of ecotowns modeled on Bahr Loubnan’s Naqoura, 
the Committee for Energy, Environment and Water PA-UfM and Bahr Loubnan are seeking 
the help and cooperation of local municipalities along the Mediterranean coastline. This is to 
establish a network of ecotowns that will at once reduce pollution on the Mediterranean 
coastline and sea, and serve as educational models on environmental responsibility for the 
surrounding communities. However, successful completion of the project is contingent on the 
collaboration of local municipalities and NGOs.

This ambitious and collaborative project will be lead by the Committee for Energy, 
Environment and Water, headed by Professor Stefan Schennach, and officially coordinated 
by Dr. Rima Tarabay, founding member and Vice-President of Bahr Loubnan, and Dr. Moez 
Kamoun, Tunisian deputy and member of the PA-UfM.

In order to implement the aforementioned project, we agree on this document and we agree to
be part of this network of ecotowns. We agree to collaborate with the Committee for Energy, 
Environment and Water, PA-UfM and with the NGO Bahr Loubnan, in the development and 
implementation of environmental policies.

Municipality                                                                                                 Signature

Bahr Loubnan                                                                                               Signature

Committee for Energy, Environment and Water                                         Signature
of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Union
for the Mediterranean

                                                                          


