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MINUTES
of the meeting of 20 January 2010, from 5.30 to 7.00 p.m.

STRASBOURG

The meeting opened at 5.30 on Wednesday, 20 January 2010, with Jerzy Buzek (Chair)
presiding.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda (PE 100.617)
The draft agenda was adopted.
The members heard the President who informed them that, in line with the Rules 
covering the delegations' meetings, which stipulate that interpretation should be provided 
in maximum six languages, English, French, German, Italian, Spanish, and Polish were 
the languages to be provided for the delegation's meetings. 

2. Adoption of the minutes of the constituent meeting 21 October 2009 (PE 430.038)
The minutes were approved.

3. Chairman's announcements
The members heard the President who informed them on the following:

3.1 Outcome of the EMPA Bureau meeting on 20 November 2009 in Cairo
EMPA Bureau and enlarged Bureau meeting of 20 November 2009 was held in Cairo, at the 
invitation of Mr. Mohammed Abu El Enein, Chair of the Economic Committee. The Bureau 
meeting, chaired by the Jordanian President, Mr. Majali, was devoted to the following issues:

 the state of play of the Union for the Mediterranean,

 the Middle East Peace Process, and

 the relationship between the EMPA and the US House of Representatives.

Two statements were adopted, one on the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) and the second 
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on the Middle East Peace Process. They were subsequently sent to the Co-presidency of the 
UfM and were distributed at the Senior Officials Meeting on 23 November 2009, as official 
UfM-documents.

It was agreed that a video conference between members of the EMPA Bureau and enlarged 
Bureau and members of the US Congress sub committee on Middle East and Asia be 
organised. The President also informed the members that he raised that question with 
President Obama's envoy, senator George Mitchell, who received the idea very positively. 
The video conference will, most probably, take place after the Plenary session in March.
On proposals by the EP President, the EMPA Bureau decided:

 to up grade the ad hoc Committee on Energy and Environment to a standing committee. 
The Bureau's recommendation would be submitted to the next EMPA plenary session in 
March 2010;

 to turn the EMUNI contact group into a Working group (WG), chaired by Vice President 
Kratsa;

 the topics to be included in the agenda of the next EMPA plenary (13 - 14 March 2010 in 
Jordan): climate change and renewable energy in the Mediterranean, the Middle East 
peace process, and the impact of financial crisis on the EU-Mediterranean partnership, as 
well as the setting up of a Euro Mediterranean Investment Bank.

The President also informed the participants on the Bureau's agreement to the proposal by the
Chair of the ad hoc Committee on Energy and Environment, Mr. Schennach, for organising a 
fact-finding mission to the Jordan River valley (Jordan, Israel, and Palestine), from 29 
January to 01 February.

3.2. EMPA Bureau meeting on 22 January 2010 in Rabat
The President informed the participants that the next EMPA Bureau meeting, to be held 
on 22 January 2010 in Rabat, will be mainly devoted to the preparation of the next 
Plenary on 13 - 14 March in Jordan. The outcome of the WG on Rules of Procedure, on 
the setting up of an EMPA Secretariat and Budget, was also on the draft agenda of the 
coming Bureau meeting.
The President mentioned that, due to previous engagements calling him to address the 
Polish Parliament at the same time as the EMPA Bureau meeting, in line with the EP's 
protocolar order, he asked Vice-President Gianni Pittella to represent him at that meeting.
Vice-President Rodi Kratsa will also attend the meeting of the enlarged Bureau, as 
Chairperson of the Working Group on the EMUNI University.

3.3. EMPA Plenary session on 13 - 14 March 2010
The participants heard the President who informed on the delay, to date, of any official 
proposal or communication concerning the March Plenary session of the EMPA. 
Informal information was received, however, concerning the dates for the meetings, 
according to which the Plenary sitting was scheduled for 13 and 14 March, in the 
morning, with the committees meetings preceding it on Friday, 12 March. The Jordanian 
Presidency envisages inviting Mr. Amr Moussa, for the debate on the Middle East Peace 
Process, and Mr. Khalid Irani, the Jordanian Minister for energy and mineral resources.

The President reminded the members that the terms of Committees' bureaus should be 
renewed at the next EMPA Plenary. He pointed out that the EP delegation will have one 
member in each of them and that it will do its best, with the agreement of the members, to 
retain the Chairmanship of the Political Committee. 
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3.4. Early elections in Jordan

The President informed the members that the King Abdullah II of Jordan dissolved the 
lower house of the Parliament, by royal decree signed on 23 November 2009, and ordered 
the holding of early general elections by the end of 2010. Mr. Abdulhadi Majali was 
appointed senator by the King and was mandated by the President of the Senate to 
represent him as EMPA President. 

3.5. Debriefing on the meeting with Mr. Ran Curiel, the Ambassador of Israel to 
the EU, on 30 November 2009, and on the meeting with the Ambassadors of 
Arab States, on 7 December 2009

The President informed the members on the meetings he had with Mr. Ran Curiel, the 
Ambassador of Israel to the EU, on 30 November 2009, and with the Ambassadors of the 
Arab States, on 7 December 2009. At that meeting, the President pointed out that the EP, 
as well as the EU, is ready to further commit to the Middle East Peace Process (MEPP). 
The EP's support to the two-state solution and to the freeze of Israeli settlement policy in 
the Palestinian Territories was also emphasized. The question of the East Jerusalem and 
the necessity to deal with that issue as quickly as possible was discussed.

The President also informed the participants to those two meetings that the EP is 
supporting EU's interest in engaging in concrete projects through the Union for the 
Mediterranean, particularly in areas such as energy cooperation.

Concerning the EMPA's activities and the fair participation of all delegations to the 
Assembly's work, the President assured both the Ambassador of Israel and the 
Ambassadors of the Arab States on the EP's commitment to open dialogue and fair 
balance between the positions of both sides directly involved in the MEPP, within the 
framework of the EMPA.

4. Exchange of views on the EMPA forthcoming activities and report on recent 
committee meetings
The President gave the floor to the Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the EMPA various 
committees.

Political Committee
Ms. Saifi, Chair of the EMPA Political Committee, informed the delegation on the state 
of play of the work of that committee. The Committee's meeting in November 2009 was 
held in the presence of the representatives of the Swedish Presidency to the EU, of the 
Ambassadors of Israel and Palestine, as well as of the representative of the US Mission to 
the EU, who participated to an exchange of views on the Middle East Peace Process. 
There were also exchanges of views on the situation in Lebanon, on the UfM. The reports 
which are going to be discussed at the next plenary session were also discussed.
Ms Saifi also informed the members on the refusal, by the Israeli authorities, to allow Mr. 
Khreishi, Vice-Chair of the Committee, to travel in order to attend that meeting. That was 
the fourth time that Mr. Khreishi was denied the right to leave Palestine in order to attend 
the committee's meetings.
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The Political Committee's next meeting will take place on 12 March in Jordan. That 
meeting will be devoted to the adoption of the Committee's Recommendation that will be 
submitted to the EMPA Plenary the next day, but also to an exchange of views with the 
Spanish Presidency.
Ms. Saifi also informed the delegation that she decided to postpone the meeting that had 
been convened for 28 January 2010, because the guests invited to attend that meeting 
could not do so due to other prior engagements.

Ms. Saifi also pointed out that the Committee received an invitation from the Turkish 
Parliament to hold a meeting in Turkey, jointly with the Culture Committee, on the 
question of the freedom of expression and belief. The meeting might take place in May 
2010.

Economic Committee
Ms. Ayala Sender informed the delegation on the last meeting of the EMPA Economic 
Committee, held on 19 November 2009, in Cairo, under the Egyptian Chairmanship. 
The Committee agreed to the proposal of the Tunisian delegation on the setting up of a 
follow-up group, within the Committee, to analyse the possibility of transforming FEMIP 
into a Euro-Mediterranean Bank. That group comprises representatives from the EP, 
Italy, Tunisia and Jordan, with Tunisia and Italy as coordinators. The first meeting will 
take place on 29-30 January in Tunis.

The Committee appointed the rapporteurs for its two topics: 
- Education: EP, Portugal, Egypt, Tunisia, Jordan; 

- Economic crises: EP, Egypt, Morocco, Austria. 
Ms. Ayala Sender also informed the members on her participation of the Euromed 
Conference of Ministers of Trade (Brussels, 9 December 2009), which she attended as 
Vice-Chair of the EMPA Economic Committee, on behalf of the Chair, Mr. Mohamed 
Aboul Enein.
The next meeting should be held in February 2010, but there is no date established to 
date.

Culture Committee
Mr. Romeva i Rueda informed the delegation that no meeting of the Culture Committee 
has been held to date. The first meeting has been convened for 22 February, but the 
confirmation from the Portuguese Chair was still awaited.

Working Group on Rules of Procedure 
Vice-President Pittella informed the delegation that the EMPA Working group on "Rules 
of Procedure" held two meetings, on 10 December 2009 and 14 January 2010, which 
were devoted to the questions of: the creation of an autonomous EMPA secretariat; 
establishing an EMPA budget and the necessary financial contributions from the 
members Parliaments; and the amendment of the Rule on the EMPA permanent observers 
and guests, which enables the Assembly to decide on applications it receives from 
different organisations which request the observer status with the EMPA 
As the matters of both the EMPA secretariat and budget met, in the past, the opposition 
of some of the member delegations, representatives of EMPA delegations which are not 
members of the Working Group were invited at the meeting in December, with a view to 
facilitate a consensus to be reached at the next Plenary session on 13 - 14 March in 
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Jordan.

The following proposals were agreed upon by the Working Group:
1. Setting up of a secretariat: 

- the creation of a small secretariat, based in Brussels and composed, temporarily, of four 
staff members seconded by the four Parliaments represented in the EMPA Bureau. That 
proposal was unanimously approved.
2. The EMPA budget

2.a. Creation of an EMPA budget
- the setting up of a minimal operational budget that would finance the main expenses for 
the organisation of the meetings of the EMPA bodies. The core of the expenses taken into 
account is interpretation. Such a budget would be of approximately € 608.000. The 
Parliament hosting a meeting would offer the meeting rooms, technical facilities, and 
catering.

2.b. Financial contributions from the EMPA member parliaments to the budget

- a distribution key of financial contributions, including the six new member Parliaments 
(Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Mauritania, Monaco, and Montenegro) which 
maintains the calculation method proposed by the Greek delegation and based on the 
Human Development Index and the Gross Domestic Product. In line with that, the 
contributions from the National parliaments vary from € 7.271 (Mauritania) to € 28.949 
(Germany). Palestine would not contribute.

EP's share would be € 176.319. 

3. Permanent observer status with EMPA

- the proposal for amendment of Rule 8 "Observers and guests" of the EMPA Rules of 
Procedure, as previously agreed upon both by the WG and the Bureau, be maintained and 
re-submitted to the Bureau.

On the different requests received for being granted the permanent observer status with 
the EMPA, it was confirmed that:

 the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe,
 the Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union, and

 the Transitional Arab Parliament
should be granted the permanent observer status.

 the Interparliamentary Union (IPU);

 the International Federation for Sustainable Development and Fight to Poverty in 
the Mediterranean-Black Sea (FISPMED)

do not fulfil the criteria proposed by the WG.

On the application from the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, it was agreed 
that, formally, the PAM fulfils the criteria requested for the EMPA's permanent 
observers, but a distinction should be made between the formal and the political relations 
between the two Assemblies. that should be discussed either by the Bureau, or by the 
Plenary of the EMPA.

Mr Pittella also informed the delegation that he will present those proposals to the EMPA 
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Bureau on 22 January 2010. Once the Bureau will have endorsed them, they will be sent 
to all EMPA member Parliaments.

The next meeting will be held on 5 March 2009 in Brussels.

Working Group on the EMUNI University

Vice-President Kratsa pointed out that the EMPA Bureau's decision to establish the 
Working Group on the EMUNI University goes in line with the six priority line of the 
UfM, which is education. She informed the delegation that the Working Group will work 
on promoting and supporting the EMUNI University, a network of national Universities 
in the EU and its partners. It will also promote a global role, a global network to which 
the EMUNI could be associated.

The membership of the Working Group has almost been finalised. The first meeting will 
be held on 23 February 2010.

* * * 

The members held a short exchange of views on the Middle East situation. The 
delegation endorsed the EMPA Bureau's statement adopted on 20 November 2009 in 
Cairo.

The refusal, by the Israeli authorities, to allow the Vice-Chair of the EMPA Political 
Committee to attend the Committee's meetings was criticised by the members of the 
delegation. 

Mr. De Rossa informed the delegation on the visit, in December 2009, of the EP's 
Delegation for relations with the Palestinian Legislative Council, which he chairs, to 
Jerusalem and Ramallah and the refusal, by the Israeli authorities, to allow the delegation 
enter Gaza. 

The President informed the members that he addressed to the Prime Minister Netanyahu 
an official letter of complain on the question of the denial of access to Gaza for the 
European Parliament's delegation, but no reply has been received to date.

5. Exchange of views on the state of play of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) in 
the presence of Mr Jean-Christophe Menet, Diplomatic Counsellor, representative 
of the French Co-Presidency
Before giving the floor to the representative of the French co-presidency of the UfM, Mr. 
Jean-Christophe Menet, the President briefly mentioned the recent evolutions that took 
place within the Union for the Mediterranean, such as:

 the two sectoral UfM ministerial meetings, one on Women's rights, in November 
last year in Marrakech, and the other one on Trade, in December 2009 in 
Brussels. The EMPA was invited to attend both conferences;

 The re-launch of the activities at Senior Officials level, with monthly meetings 
attended by the EMPA as observer;

 The designation, on 12 January, by the Senior Officials, of Mr. Ahmad Masa'deh 
- currently Jordan's Ambassador to Belgium, the EU, and Norway - as Secretary 
General of the UfM secretariat. That designation still has to be endorsed by the 
Euro-Med Ministries of Foreign Affairs.
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However, the President noted that the Statutes of the Secretariat of the UfM have not 
been adopted.

The president reaffirmed the willingness of the European Parliament, as well as of the 
EMPA - as the parliamentary assembly of the UfM - of enhanced cooperation with the 
UfM's executive.
Mr. Menet emphasized that the year 2010 represents a crucial year for the UfM, because 
new institutions, such as the Secretariat, will start working early this year and both the 
French and the Egyptian Co-Presidency are going to hand over the Presidency.

On the implementation of the major objectives established at the Paris Summit in July 
2008, a six-month delay occurred because of the Gaza crises at the beginning of 2009. 
However, four major Ministerial Conferences took place: on Sustainable Development, in 
Paris, in June in Paris; the ECOFIN/FEMIP meeting, in July 2009, plus the two meetings 
previously mentioned by the President.
The political decisions made by the Heads of States and Governments in Paris in 2008 led 
to three major of innovations:

 direct involvement of the Heads of States and Governments

 new operational means for the UfM - the Co-Presidency
 new dimension of specific regional projects 

Mr. Menet informed the members that the Foreign Affairs Ministerial Meeting, which 
was envisaged to be held in Istanbul in order to prepare the next UfM Summit in June 
2010, has been postponed because the Arab Group refused to meet Mr. Liebermann, the 
Israeli Minister for Foreign Affairs. However, that meeting had to be held prior to the 
June Summit.
In terms of the UfM's new governance, the Co-Presidency, brought positive results, with 
a very active participation of the Co-Presidency from the Mediterranean Partners' side.
The regional projects will be managed by the UfM Secretariat. Though the setting up of 
the Secretariat will take time, initiatives will have to be encouraged, so that the process is 
fed from the beginning and start working once the Secretariat will be set up.

As for the Secretariat, Mr. Menet informed the members that negotiations were carried 
out mainly through informal monthly meetings held mostly in Spain and they lasted eight 
months. One slight difficulty is still to be overcome, concerning the Turkish request for 
the deputy Secretary General of the Secretariat. There are still pending: the distribution of 
portfolios amongst the deputy Secretaries General, currently fine-tuned and to be done 
very soon, as well as the operational budget for the secretariat and the contributions to 
that budget.
The representative of the French Co-presidency stressed that the synergy between the 
Secretariat in Barcelona and "Brussels" would be one of the keys for the success of the 
UfM Secretariat, with the involvement of all the EU institutions in its work being a 
precondition for success.
Also, the possibility to provide complementary funding for the projects, that would add to 
the community funding for the major projects.
Answering the members' questions on the EMPA's role within the UfM, Mr. Menet 
considered that the EMPA should follow closely the work of the Secretariat, which is a 
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technical institution. Therefore, he foresaw a great role for the Assembly in the 
framework of the Union for the Mediterranean. 

6. Date and place of next meeting
The next meeting will be held in Strasbourg on 10 March 2010, prior to the Sixth EMPA 
Plenary session in Jordan.

The meeting closed at 7.00.
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