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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Regional 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Draws attention to the fact that economic, social and territorial cohesion are fundamental 
principles in determining all EU policies and activities, as laid down in Article 4 of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), and that their implementation 
should take due account of the provisions of Article 9 of the TFEU;

2. Points out that the goal of cohesion policy should be sustainable, smart and inclusive 
economic growth evenly spread both territorially and socially, reduction of development 
disparities between regions, job creation, improved quality of life, worker training for new 
jobs, including in the field of sustainable economy, social and territorial cohesion and the 
implementation of the European social model, which constitutes a factor of cohesion and 
competitiveness of the European economy;

3. Affirms that cohesion policy should be used for the achievement of sustainable growth 
across the EU and a fair and even distribution of welfare by fostering competition and 
aiming at decreasing socioeconomic disparities among the EU regions;

4. Considers cohesion policy to be one of the pillars of an EU economic policy favouring a 
long-term investment strategy and social inclusion; considers cohesion policy to be a 
guarantee of support for the least developed regions and disadvantaged groups, leading to 
balanced and harmonious development for the European Union; notes that the European 
added value resides in the fact that all are able to benefit from the EU’s economic 
successes; advocates accordingly that cohesion policy be maintained on an independent 
basis with substantial funding;

5. Acknowledges that cohesion policy’s integrated approach, which harmonises different 
sectoral aims with the needs and potentials of regions, is a precious feature that 
contributes to its effectiveness, and that therefore it needs to be maintained and further 
strengthened;

6. Believes that the difficulties created by the economic crisis should prompt the 
Commission to submit without delay a proposal for the revision of the Structural Funds 
that is consistent with the objectives laid down by the Europe 2020 strategy and takes due 
account, among other things, of the needs and possibilities of Member States and regions, 
as well as of those positions expressed in Parliament’s resolution on the financial, 
economic and social crisis: recommendations concerning measures and initiatives to be 
taken (mid-term report)1 and explores best solutions for the co-funding of social 
innovation policies;

7. Believes that cohesion policy should make more use of its economic component in order 
to become a better complement to other existing European policies so as to consolidate 

                                               
1 Texts adopted, P7_TA(2010)0376.
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economic growth through job creation and increased employment;

8. Considers that, to ensure the success of the Europe 2020 strategy, EU social and territorial 
cohesion instruments should be closely interconnected within a new joint framework 
establishing strong synergies between EU policies and all the Structural Funds; stresses 
that, within a common umbrella, each instrument requires proper and specific rules and 
objectives in order to secure properly tailored support; stresses that the European Social 
Fund is the main instrument specifically aimed at the labour market and social inclusion 
and that social inclusion as such needs to be strengthened in order to achieve the Europe 
2020 objectives; considers the existing overlap rule between the ERDF and ESF to be 
eminently suitable for the purpose of simplifying fund deployment, in particular for local 
integrated projects, and for strengthening synergies;

9. Considers that, facing the dramatic effects of the economic and social crisis, which have 
also deepened regional disparities, procedures for the use of the funds should quickly 
respond to regional or social problems and deficiencies, also by means of more targeted 
interventions;

10. Considers that, in order to be used profitably, the ESF must focus on investing in skills, 
ongoing training – also taking into account new key skills relating to sustainable 
development – and retraining, the proper functioning of the labour market, creating job 
opportunities and social conditions, research and innovation to facilitate the transition 
towards a sustainable economy, with a view to promoting employability, productivity, 
growth, adequate pay, quality of life and employment in Europe, and also measures to 
combat poverty and achieve social inclusion;

11. Stresses that the ESF, as a support instrument for ongoing training, the acquisition of 
qualifications and career reorientation, should be considered an essential resource, which 
is not in fact being exploited to the full, for the promotion of comprehensive and efficient 
growth and knowledge-based competitiveness for Europe;

12. Stresses that the ESF not only contributes in general terms to achieving all EU2020 
strategy objectives but, more specifically, also constitutes the principal EU funding 
instrument for projects contributing to two particular objectives of this strategy, increasing 
employment rates to 75% in the 20-64 age group and lifting over 20 million individuals 
out of poverty;

13. Calls on the Commission to strengthen the ESF’s role in the context of the future 
architecture of the Structural Funds in order to allow for the better execution of integrated 
measures; considers that the ESF should be brought under a regulation and a basic 
strategic framework laying down general provisions on cohesion funding, while 
maintaining its own rules, and operational and financing arrangements; notes that previous 
experience has shown that the ESF and ERDF in combination, with the utilisation of up to 
10% of ESF funding, have produced successful and sustainable results and that these 
flexible arrangements must continue to apply; urges the Commission to seek, if needed, 
increased funding for the Structural Funds, in particular for ESF operational programmes 
in future to promote employability, with a definition of clear and simple rules that allow 
more coordinated use of the resources;
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14. Believes that the development of human resources and better dissemination of information 
are preconditions for the successful absorption of funds and for the accurate realisation of 
different projects;

15. Considers it important to promote the adaptation of workers’ skills to the demands of the 
labour market and to adapt lifelong-learning programmes to the promotion of future-
oriented jobs in a rapidly evolving knowledge society;

16. Draws attention to the role that the European Regional Development Fund plays in the 
effective use of the European Social Fund, given that the ERDF is responsible for the 
creation of conditions such as proper infrastructure and adequate accessibility, without 
which employment-related investments cannot be efficient;

17. Acknowledges the uneven impact of the economic crisis on the EU’s territory and 
population; believes that the new strategy for the use of funds will be more effective if it 
involves regional and local levels of governance, which are capable of applying the 
strategic objectives to local conditions, inter alia through a structured dialogue with all 
stakeholders, organisations which promote gender rights, social partners and non-
governmental organisations but also financial and banking institutions; stresses the need to 
leave sufficient margin for regional and local requirements in formulating political 
objectives;

18. Considers the active participation of the social partners by means of uninterrupted social 
and territorial dialogue to be of vital importance in using the funds more effectively;

19. Stresses that the economic crisis has still further increased the urgent need for measures in 
the sectors covered by the European Social Fund, promoting in particular employment, 
career reorientation, social inclusion and poverty reduction;

20. Calls on the Commission to submit a proposal for reform of the Structural Funds with a 
view to streamlining procedures and rules for their use so as to ensure that they benefit 
small undertakings also, particularly given the non-utilisation of a part of the funding 
made available by the EU, improving the monitoring and evaluation system and 
enhancing the transparency of fund allocation and the visibility of the EU’s cohesion 
policy; considers that, to this end, the reform must concentrate on user-friendliness, 
ensuring also that end-users receive the approved funding more rapidly and do not 
encounter cash flow problems as a result of Member States withholding funds;

21. Calls for the introduction of incentives to encourage successful results and considers it 
necessary for funds to be earmarked for clear and measurable objectives according to the 
purpose of each, thereby making it possible to evaluate performance more accurately;

22. Calls for the development of a one-stop shop scheme to provide practical guidance, 
information and advice for those concerned, so as to ensure that the public is kept properly 
up to date; urges that this move towards simplification be brought to the attention of the 
public, the purpose being to reduce to the necessary minimum the amount of information 
requested.



PE452.551v02-00 6/6 AD\853582EN.doc

EN

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE

Date adopted 1.2.2011

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

46
0
0

Members present for the final vote Regina Bastos, Edit Bauer, Philippe Boulland, Milan Cabrnoch, David 
Casa, Alejandro Cercas, Ole Christensen, Sergio Gaetano Cofferati, 
Marije Cornelissen, Tadeusz Cymański, Frédéric Daerden, Karima 
Delli, Sari Essayah, Richard Falbr, Ilda Figueiredo, Thomas Händel, 
Marian Harkin, Roger Helmer, Nadja Hirsch, Stephen Hughes, Liisa 
Jaakonsaari, Danuta Jazłowiecka, Martin Kastler, Ádám Kósa, Jean 
Lambert, Veronica Lope Fontagné, Olle Ludvigsson, Elizabeth Lynne, 
Thomas Mann, Csaba Őry, Siiri Oviir, Rovana Plumb, Konstantinos 
Poupakis, Sylvana Rapti, Licia Ronzulli, Elisabeth Schroedter, Jutta
Steinruck, Traian Ungureanu

Substitute(s) present for the final vote Georges Bach, Raffaele Baldassarre, Kinga Göncz, Ria Oomen-
Ruijten, Evelyn Regner, Csaba Sógor, Dirk Sterckx, Gabriele Zimmer


