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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its report:

Recommendations

1. Points out that cohesion policy must help reduce macroeconomic imbalances within the 
EU and contribute to economic and social convergence in accordance with the targets of 
the Europe 2020 strategy and especially its education, employment and poverty targets; 

2. Considers that the record of cohesion policy, particularly at social level, and the impact of 
the crisis make it necessary to plan the round of budget programming with sufficient
flexibility in terms of reprogramming to enable the EU to conduct a countercyclical 
policy;

3. Stresses that the new multiannual financial framework must have sufficient funding to 
allow the EU to remain credible towards its citizens and to achieve the ambitious targets 
of the Europe 2020 strategy;

4. Points out that, in view of the current economic and social crisis, the multiannual financial 
framework must support and encourage investment that promotes renewed economic 
activity, but above all must demonstrate its added value in tackling the structural 
challenges facing the Member States, particularly unemployment and poverty;

5. Stresses that the new framework, and the new financial instruments, must restore citizens’ 
faith in the European project, mainstreaming Article 9 of the Treaty on the ‘horizontal 
social clause’ in order to guarantee a high level of employment and adequate social 
protection, fight against social exclusion and promote a high level of education, training 
and protection of health;

6. Insists that at least 25 % of the financial resources set aside for the Cohesion Policy 
should be allocated to the European Social Fund (ESF) in order to promote employability 
and encourage social investment;

7. Proposes that Member State commitments that remain unpaid after two years should be 
reallocated to other Union programmes and/or actions;

8. Underlines the importance of strengthening the administrative capacity of the authorities 
responsible for Cohesion Policy implementation in order to improve the management of 
the Structural Funds and, consequently, influence public authorities’ capacity for 
governance; supports the Commission’s proposals in this regard;

9. Welcomes the Commission’s proposal and stresses the need to give over at least 20 % of 
the ESF to ‘promoting social inclusion and combating poverty’;
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10. Firmly believes that the macroeconomic conditionality penalties proposed in connection 
with the Structural Funds run counter to the EU’s fundamental principle of solidarity; calls 
for macroeconomic conditionality to be eliminated;

11. Firmly believes that the EU Programme for Social Change and Innovation has a crucial 
role to play in supporting the development and coordination of social policies at European 
level, facilitating access to microcredit and promoting worker mobility at cross-border 
level; stresses that, in view of the challenges involved in creating jobs and reducing
unemployment and poverty, the programme’s funding should be increased by 5 % in 
accordance with the its resolution of 8 June 2011 on Investing in the future: a new 
Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for a competitive, sustainable and inclusive 
Europe;

12. Calls for the dramatic employment situation facing young people to be acknowledged in 
the multiannual financial programming; proposes, therefore, the creation of a ‘Youth 
Initiative’ within the EU Programme for Social Change and Innovation, with its own 
funding allocation of EUR 150 million;

13. Points to the essential role played by the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF) 
in combating the harmful effects of globalisation, industrial restructuring and unexpected
crisis; recognises its added value as a crisis intervention instrument to help workers having 
lost their jobs to re-enter the labour market; stresses that the EGF must be continued and 
upgraded after 2014 as an instrument available, on equal terms, to all categories of 
workers; stresses the need to encourage the Member States to use the EGF to deliver on 
the EU 2020 targets, to manage restructuring and to promote new skills, including in 
connection with new, sustainable, high-quality jobs; stresses as well the need for a 
simplified and accelerated procedure regarding the payment of grants;

14. Stresses that a programme for the most deprived persons, including emphasis on food 
poverty, should improve the situation of poor people in Europe; reminds the Commission 
of its commitment to submit, in good time, a legislative proposal in this regard in order to 
ensure continuity of the support for such a programme after 2014 on a new legal basis and 
with independent funding (over and above the 20 % of the ESF set aside for promoting 
social inclusion and combating poverty), with emphasis on facilitating organisations 
supporting the most needy and addressing the structural problem of food poverty;

15. Emphasises the importance of partnership contracts and the need for effective 
representation and participation of its Members in the monitoring committees as 
observers;

16. Points to the importance of closely involving the social partners in applying the funded 
programmes in order to ensure optimum implementation of the cohesion policy budget;

17. Points out that political decisions must be based on objective, detailed and reliable data 
and analyses; underlines the need for sufficient funding for EU agencies to enable them to 
carry out their remits and meet the requirements of the institutions to which they are 
answerable.



AD\913629EN.doc 5/7 PE491.355v03-00

EN

Modifications

Modification 1

Proposal for a Draft Interinstitutional Agreement between the European Parliament, 
the Council and the Commission on cooperation in budgetary matters and on sound 
financial management 
Paragraph 13 - indent 1

Draft opinion Amendment

13. The European Globalisation 
Adjustment Fund is intended to provide 
additional support for workers who suffer 
from the consequences of major structural 
changes in world trade patterns, to assist 
them with their reintegration into the 
labour market, and also to farmers 
suffering from effects of globalisation.

13. The European Globalisation 
Adjustment Fund is intended to provide 
additional support for workers who suffer 
from the consequences of major structural 
changes in world trade patterns due to 
globalisation or who suffer from the 
consequences of industrial restructuring 
or serious disruptions caused by an 
unexpected crisis, to assist them with their 
reintegration into the labour market.

Modification 2

Proposal for a Draft Interinstitutional Agreement between the European Parliament, 
the Council and the Commission on cooperation in budgetary matters and on sound 
financial management
Paragraph 13 – indent 2

Text proposed by the Commission Modification

The Fund may not exceed a maximum 
annual amount of EUR 429 million (2011 
prices). 

The annual amount of the Reserve is 
fixed at EUR 500 million (2011 prices) 
and can be used up to year n+1 in 
accordance with the Financial 
Regulation. The Reserve is entered in the 
general budget of the European Union as 
a provision. 

Modification 3

Proposal for a Draft Interinstitutional Agreement between the European Parliament, 
the Council and the Commission on cooperation in budgetary matters and on sound 
financial management
Paragraph 13 – indent 3
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Text proposed by the Commission Modification

At the same time as it presents its proposal 
for a decision to deploy the Fund, the 
Commission shall present to the two arms 
of the budgetary authority a proposal for a 
transfer to the relevant budgetary lines. In 
the case of disagreement a trilogue 
procedure shall be initiated.

At the same time as it presents its proposal 
for a decision to deploy the Fund, the 
Commission shall present to the two arms 
of the budgetary authority a proposal for a 
transfer to the relevant budgetary lines 
whereas resources from the European 
Social Funds are usually not transferred. 
In the case of disagreement a trilogue 
procedure shall be initiated.
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