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Amendment 1
Danuta Jazłowiecka & Csaba Őry

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Notes that the increase in unemployment 
and government debt caused by the 
economic crisis is at odds with the 
sustainable public finance objective; notes 
the need for the Member States to 
consolidate their accounts but also the need 
for this to be done in a balanced way and 
within a reasonable time frame, and
stresses that indiscriminate cuts in public
investments, research and education have 
a negative impact on growth prospects;

1. Notes that the increase in unemployment 
and government debt caused by the 
economic crisis is at odds with the 
sustainable public finance objective; notes 
the need for the Member States to 
consolidate their accounts and improve 
liquidity of public finance to lower the 
cost of debt but also the need for this to be 
done in a balanced way and within a 
reasonable time frame; stresses the priority 
of long-term investments in education, 
research and development as well as 
investments aimed at creating growth 
potential;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Birgit Sippel

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Notes that the increase in unemployment 
and government debt caused by the 
economic crisis is at odds with the 
sustainable public finance objective; notes 
the need for the Member States to 
consolidate their accounts but also the need 
for this to be done in a balanced way and 
within a reasonable time frame, and 
stresses that indiscriminate cuts in public 
investments, research and education have a 
negative impact on growth prospects;;

1. Notes that the increase in unemployment 
and government debt caused by the 
economic crisis is at odds with the 
sustainable public finance objective; notes 
the need for the Member States to 
consolidate their accounts but also the need 
for this to be done in a balanced way and 
within a reasonable time frame, and 
stresses that indiscriminate cuts in public 
investments, research and education have a 
negative impact on growth prospects; 
consequently, forward-looking 
investments in education and research 
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must continue to be promoted, and where 
necessary expanded;

Or. de

Amendment 3
Sylvana Rapti

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Notes that the increase in unemployment 
and government debt caused by the 
economic crisis is at odds with the 
sustainable public finance objective; notes 
the need for the Member States to 
consolidate their accounts but also the need 
for this to be done in a balanced way and 
within a reasonable time frame, and 
stresses that indiscriminate cuts in public 
investments, research and education have a 
negative impact on growth prospects;

1. Notes that the increase in unemployment 
and government debt caused by the 
economic crisis is at odds with the 
sustainable public finance objective; notes 
the need for the Member States to 
consolidate their accounts but also the need 
for this to be done in a balanced way and 
within a reasonable time frame, taking into 
account the particular circumstances in 
the Member States, and stresses that 
indiscriminate cuts in public investments, 
research and education have a negative 
impact on growth prospects;

Or. el

Amendment 4
Pervenche Berès

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Notes that the increase in unemployment 
and government debt caused by the 
economic crisis is at odds with the 
sustainable public finance objective; notes 
the need for the Member States to 
consolidate their accounts but also the need 
for this to be done in a balanced way and 

1. Notes that the increase in unemployment 
and government debt and the reduction in 
growth caused by the economic crisis are
at odds with the sustainable public finance 
objective; notes the need for the Member 
States to consolidate their accounts but also 
the need for this to be done in a balanced 
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within a reasonable time frame, and 
stresses that indiscriminate cuts in public 
investments, research and education have a 
negative impact on growth prospects;

way and within a reasonable time frame, 
and stresses that indiscriminate cuts in 
public investments, research and education 
have a negative impact on prospects for 
growth, employment and social inclusion;

Or. fr

Amendment 5
Sergio Gaetano Cofferati

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Underlines that the current recovery is 
still fragile and that unemployment is 
continuing to rise in most Member States, 
with young people especially hard hit; 
firmly believes that no end can be 
announced to the economic crisis until 
unemployment falls substantially and 
sustainably and highlights the fact that 
the European welfare states have 
demonstrated their value in providing 
stability and contributing to the recovery;

Or. en

Amendment 6
Ilda Figueiredo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Insists on the need to withdraw the 
Stability and Growth Pact and replace it 
by a Pact for Employment and Growth 
aimed at stimulating public investment, 
boosting efficiency, and defining specific 
economic, social and environmental 
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criteria adapted to individual Member 
States' needs while especially targeting 
the reduction of unemployment and 
poverty;

Or. pt

Amendment 7
Ilda Figueiredo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1b. Insists on the need to break with the 
monetarist policies of the ECB and the 
free-market orientation of the Lisbon 
Strategy, in order to prioritise fighting 
unemployment and poverty, support 
production and the creation of jobs with 
rights, ensure economic and social 
cohesion, and provide budgetary support 
for the countries with the gravest 
problems, in particular by advancing 
sums without requiring additional 
payments from national funds;

Or. pt

Amendment 8
Sergio Gaetano Cofferati

Draft opinion
Subtitle before paragraph 2 (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

The social and employment dimension of 
the crisis recovery strategy

Or. it
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Amendment 9
Ilda Figueiredo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Considers it necessary to assess 
appropriately the social and employment-
related effects of the crisis and to formulate 
at EU level a recovery strategy based on 
support for employment, training and 
investment, the revitalisation of industry 
and the development of a competitive 
'green' economy; believes that these 
objectives should be at the heart of the EU 
2020 strategy;

2. Considers it necessary to assess 
appropriately the social and employment-
related effects of the crisis and to formulate 
at EU level a strategy based on support for 
jobs with rights, the realisation of 
workers' potential, encouragement of 
training and investment, the revitalisation 
of industry and other productive sectors, 
and the development of quality public 
services that are accessible to all; believes 
that these objectives should be at the heart 
of the EU 2020 strategy;

Or. pt

Amendment 10
Veronica Lope Fontagné

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Considers it necessary to assess 
appropriately the social and employment-
related effects of the crisis and to formulate 
at EU level a recovery strategy based on 
support for employment, training and 
investment, the revitalisation of industry 
and the development of a competitive 
'green' economy; believes that these 
objectives should be at the heart of the EU 
2020 strategy;

2. ; Considers it necessary to assess 
appropriately the social and employment-
related effects of the crisis and to formulate 
at EU level a recovery strategy based on 
support for employment, training, R+D+i
and productive investment, the 
revitalisation of industry and the boosting 
of business competitiveness and 
productivity, especially for SMEs, and the 
development of a competitive 'green' 
economy; believes that these objectives 
should be at the heart of the EU 2020 
strategy;

Or. es
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Amendment 11
Danuta Jazłowiecka & Csaba Őry

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Considers it necessary to asses 
appropriately the social and employment-
related effects of the crisis and to formulate 
at EU level a recovery strategy based on 
support for employment, training and 
investment, the revitalisation of industry
and the development of a competitive 
"green" economy; believes that these 
objectives should be at the heart of the EU 
2020 strategy; 

2. Considers it necessary to asses 
appropriately the social and employment-
related effects of the crisis and to formulate 
at EU level a recovery strategy based on 
support for employment, training and 
investments that lead to high economic 
activity in the future and to the 
development  of a competitive economy; 
believes that these objectives should be at 
the heart of the EU 2020 strategy;

Or. en

Amendment 12
Pervenche Berès

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Considers it necessary to assess 
appropriately the social and employment-
related effects of the crisis and to formulate 
at EU level a recovery strategy based on 
support for employment, training and 
investment, the revitalisation of industry
and the development of a competitive 
'green' economy; believes that these 
objectives should be at the heart of the EU 
2020 strategy;

2. Considers it necessary to assess 
appropriately the social and 
employment-related effects of the crisis 
and to formulate at EU level a recovery 
strategy based on support for employment, 
training and investment, the industrial 
transition and the development of a 
competitive 'green' economy; believes that 
these objectives should be at the heart of 
the EU 2020 strategy;

Or. fr
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Amendment 13
Veronica Lope Fontagné

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Takes the view that the economic 
recovery strategy should structural under 
no circumstances give rise to fresh
imbalances and major income disparities; 
considers that the financial and fiscal 
measures taken by the Member States 
should protect salaries, pensions and 
families' purchasing power;

3. Takes the view that the economic
recovery strategy should introduce the 
reforms needed to tackle the structural 
imbalances which are holding back 
productivity and competitiveness in the 
economy; considers that the financial and 
fiscal measures taken by the Member 
States should not jeopardise the 
sustainability of public finances or 
Member States' capacity to provide 
essential public services in the future; 
stresses the need for a speedy return to the 
budgetary discipline that characterised 
the Stability and Growth Pact, with a view 
to ensuring sustainable growth and job 
creation; calls for action to meet the 
commitments entered into by the Member 
States in the Stability and Convergence 
Programmes; 

Or. es

Amendment 14
Ilda Figueiredo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Takes the view that the economic 
recovery strategy should under no 
circumstances give rise to fresh structural 
imbalances and major income disparities; 
considers that the financial and fiscal 
measures taken by the Member States 
should protect salaries, pensions and 
families' purchasing power;

3. Takes the view that the economic 
recovery strategy should under no 
circumstances give rise to fresh structural 
imbalances and major income disparities; 
considers that the financial and fiscal 
measures taken by the Member States 
should protect salaries, pensions, 
unemployment benefits and families' 
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purchasing power;

Or. pt

Amendment 15
Pervenche Berès

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Takes the view that the economic 
recovery strategy should under no 
circumstances give rise to fresh structural 
imbalances and major income disparities; 
considers that the financial and fiscal 
measures taken by the Member States 
should protect salaries, pensions and 
families' purchasing power;

3. Takes the view that the economic 
recovery strategy should under no 
circumstances give rise to fresh structural 
imbalances and major income disparities; 
considers that the financial and fiscal 
measures taken by the Member States 
should protect salaries, pensions and 
households' purchasing power;

Or. fr

Amendment 16
Danuta Jazłowiecka & Csaba Őry

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Notes that the population ageing 
foreseen in the coming decades poses an 
unprecedented challenge for the EU 
countries; therefore the anti-crisis 
measures should not, in principle, cause 
long-term consequences for public 
finances and overburden future 
generations with repayment of the current 
debts;

Or. en
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Amendment 17
Danuta Jazłowiecka & Csaba Őry

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Stresses the importance of linking 
economic recovery with targeted policies 
to address structural unemployment, in 
particular youth and women's 
unemployment, with a view to increasing 
quality employment, thereby increasing the 
productivity of both labour and investment;

4. Stresses the importance of linking 
economic recovery with targeted policies 
to address structural unemployment, in 
particular youth and women's 
unemployment, with a view to increasing 
quality employment, thereby increasing the 
productivity of both labour and investment; 
in this respect, considers  policies 
improving the quality of human capital, 
such as education, or health care policies 
aimed at developing a more productive 
and longer-working workforce and 
policies aimed at lengthening the duration 
of professional activity to be important;

Or. en

Amendment 18
Sergio Gaetano Cofferati

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Stresses the importance of linking 
economic recovery with targeted policies 
to address structural unemployment, in 
particular youth and women's 
unemployment, with a view to increasing 
quality employment, thereby increasing the 
productivity of both labour and investment;

4. Stresses the importance of linking 
economic recovery with targeted policies 
to address structural unemployment, in 
particular youth and women's 
unemployment, with a view to increasing 
quality employment, thereby increasing the 
productivity of both labour and investment; 
calls on the Member States and the 
Commission to reinforce their policies 
and measures for employment and the 
labour market, placing them at the heart 
of the EU 2020 strategy;
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Or. it

Amendment 19
Elizabeth Lynne

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Stresses the importance of linking 
economic recovery with targeted policies 
to address structural unemployment, in 
particular youth and women's 
unemployment, with a view to increasing 
quality employment, thereby increasing the 
productivity of both labour and investment;

4. Stresses the importance of linking 
economic recovery with targeted policies 
to address structural unemployment, in 
particular unemployment among young 
people, older people, disabled people and 
women, with a view to increasing quality 
employment, thereby increasing the 
productivity of both labour and investment;

Or. en

Amendment 20
Pervenche Berès

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Stresses the importance of linking 
economic recovery with targeted policies 
to address structural unemployment, in 
particular youth and women's
unemployment, with a view to increasing 
quality employment, thereby increasing the 
productivity of both labour and investment;

4. Stresses the importance of linking 
economic recovery with targeted policies 
to address structural unemployment, in 
particular that of young people, women 
and older people, with a view to increasing 
quality employment, thereby increasing the 
productivity of both labour and investment;

Or. fr
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Amendment 21
Sergio Gaetano Cofferati

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Stresses the need to back up 
employment policy with a common 
approach to wages policy, especially in the 
eurozone, aimed at ensuring that wages 
rise in line with the real inflation rate and 
productivity, exploiting, at European 
level, the potential of fiscal and wages 
policies in the context of rising demand, 
economic growth and the proper 
functioning of the internal market;  

Or. it

Amendment 22
Sergio Gaetano Cofferati

Draft opinion
Subtitle before paragraph 5 (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

The impact of population change and the 
employment  strategy

Or. it

Amendment 23
Danuta Jazłowiecka & Csaba Őry

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Considers that the sustainability of 
public finance depends largely on the 
ability to raise employment levels and 

5. Considers that the sustainability of 
public finance depends largely on the 
ability to raise employment levels to meet 
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implement appropriate immigration 
policies that make provision for 
integration into the labour market and 
full citizenship and are able to meet 
demographic and budget-related 
challenges, with particular reference to the 
sustainability of pension schemes;

demographic and budget-related 
challenges, with particular reference to the 
sustainability of pension schemes; the 
existing European human capital can be 
supported in the medium term by 
appropriate migration policies leading to 
integration of migrants into the labour 
market and citizenship;

Or. en

Amendment 24
Birgit Sippel

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Considers that the sustainability of 
public finance depends largely on the 
ability to raise employment levels and 
implement appropriate immigration 
policies that make provision for integration 
into the labour market and full citizenship 
and are able to meet demographic and 
budget-related challenges, with particular 
reference to the sustainability of pension 
schemes;

5. Considers that the sustainability of 
public finance depends largely on the 
ability to raise employment levels while 
paying a fair and adequate wage and 
implement appropriate immigration 
policies that make provision for integration 
into the labour market and full citizenship 
and are able to meet demographic and 
budget-related challenges, with particular 
reference to the sustainability of pension 
schemes;

Or. de

Amendment 25
Sergio Gaetano Cofferati

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Stresses that increased levels of  
employment are essential for the EU to 
cope with an ageing population and 
emphasises that high labour market 
participation is a precondition for 
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economic growth, social integration and a 
sustainable and competitive social market 
economy; 

Or. en

Amendment 26
Ilda Figueiredo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Takes the view that the 2020 strategy 
should take the form of a 'pact for 
economic, employment and social policy' 
based on guidelines, indicators and 
benchmarks that are measurable both 
nationally and at EU level, backed up by 
bonus mechanisms for those who meet the 
targets and corrective mechanisms for 
those who do not, and based also on 
flexicurity principles and the social 
dialogue method;

6. Takes the view that the 2020 strategy 
should have as its objectives improving the 
living conditions of workers and ordinary 
people, ensuring a fair distribution of 
resources, stimulating economic activity, 
creating jobs with rights, reinforcing the 
role of the state in the economy, 
dynamising supply, boosting support for 
microbusinesses and SMEs, and 
strengthening public investment, taking 
account of the needs and characteristics 
of individual Member States; 

Or. pt

Amendment 27
Danuta Jazłowiecka & Csaba Őry

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Takes the view that the 2020 strategy 
should take the form of a 'pact for 
economic, employment and social policy' 
based on guidelines, indicators and 
benchmarks that are measurable both 
nationally and at EU level, backed up by 
bonus mechanisms for those who meet the 

6. Takes the view that the 2020 strategy 
should take the form of a 'pact for 
economic, employment and social policy' 
aimed at sustaining the competitiveness of 
the European economy and focused on 
labour market integration for all, that best 
protects citizens from social exclusion; 
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targets and corrective mechanisms for 
those who do not, and based also on
flexicurity principles and the social 
dialogue method;

stresses that all policies should support 
each other to achieve positive synergies; 
the strategy should be based on guidelines, 
and where possible indicators and 
benchmarks that are measurable and 
comparable both nationally and at EU 
level, backed up by bonus mechanisms for 
those who meet the targets and corrective 
mechanisms for those who do not, 
respecting flexicurity principles and the 
social dialogue method;

Or. en

Amendment 28
Pervenche Berès

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Takes the view that the 2020 strategy 
should take the form of a 'pact for
economic, employment and social policy' 
based on guidelines, indicators and 
benchmarks that are measurable both 
nationally and at EU level, backed up by 
bonus mechanisms for those who meet the 
targets and corrective mechanisms for 
those who do not, and based also on 
flexicurity principles and the social 
dialogue method;

6. Takes the view that the 2020 strategy 
should take the form of a 'pact on
economic, employment and social policy' 
based on guidelines, indicators and 
benchmarks that are measurable both 
nationally and at EU level, backed up by 
bonus mechanisms for those who meet the 
targets and corrective mechanisms for 
those who do not, and based also on 
flexicurity principles and the social 
dialogue method;

Or. fr

Amendment 29
Sergio Gaetano Cofferati

Draft opinion
Subtitle before paragraph 7 (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

The sustainability of welfare

Or. it

Amendment 30
Veronica Lope Fontagné

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Considers that a public finance policy 
that is coordinated at EU level and geared 
to sustainable growth, quality employment, 
the maintenance of an inclusive social 
system and the redistribution of resources
is the necessary response to the 
consequences of the financial, economic 
and social crisis and the challenges posed 
by demographic changes and globalisation; 

7. Considers that a public finance policy 
that is coordinated at EU level and geared 
to sustainable growth, quality employment, 
and the adoption of the reforms needed to 
ensure the viability of social welfare 
systems is the necessary response to the 
consequences of the financial, economic 
and social crisis and the challenges posed 
by demographic changes and globalisation; 

Or. es

Amendment 31
Danuta Jazłowiecka & Csaba Őry

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Considers that a public finance policy 
that is coordinated at EU level and geared 
to sustainable growth, quality employment, 
the maintenance of an inclusive social 
system and the redistribution of resources
is the necessary response to the 
consequences of the financial, economic 
and social crisis and the challenges posed 
by demographic changes and globalisation;

7. Considers that a public finance policy 
that is coordinated at EU level and geared 
to sustainable growth, quality employment, 
the maintenance of an inclusive social 
system and solidarity of all generations is 
the necessary response to the consequences 
of the financial, economic and social crisis 
and the challenges posed by demographic 
changes and globalisation; 
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Or. en

Amendment 32
Elizabeth Lynne

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Considers that a public finance policy 
that is coordinated at EU level and geared 
to sustainable growth, quality employment, 
the maintenance of an inclusive social 
system and the redistribution of resources 
is the necessary response to the 
consequences of the financial, economic 
and social crisis and the challenges posed 
by demographic changes and globalisation;

7. Considers that a better coordination of 
Member States’ public finance policies
geared to sustainable growth, quality 
employment, and the maintenance of an 
inclusive social system and the 
redistribution of resources, could form part 
of the necessary response to the 
consequences of the financial, economic, 
and social crisis, and the challenges posed 
by demographic changes and globalisation;

Or. en

Amendment 33
Pervenche Berès

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Considers that a public finance policy 
that is coordinated at EU level and geared 
to sustainable growth, quality employment, 
the maintenance of an inclusive social 
system and the redistribution of resources 
is the necessary response to the 
consequences of the financial, economic 
and social crisis and the challenges posed 
by demographic changes and globalisation;

7. Considers that a public finance policy 
that is coordinated at EU level and geared 
to sustainable growth, quality employment, 
the maintenance of an inclusive social 
system and the redistribution of resources 
is one of the necessary responses to the 
consequences of the financial, economic 
and social crisis and the challenges posed 
by demographic changes and globalisation;

Or. fr
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Amendment 34
Sergio Gaetano Cofferati

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

7a. Recalls that the long-term equilibrium 
of compulsory pension schemes depends 
not only on population developments but 
also on the productivity of those in work, 
who influence the potential growth rate, 
as well as on the proportion of GDP 
reserved for financing those schemes;

Or. it

Amendment 35
Ilda Figueiredo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8

Draft opinion Amendment

8. Stresses the importance of the 
imminent Green Paper on pension reform 
and considers that the development of a 
secure, sustainable twin-track social 
security system, involving both public and 
supplementary schemes, is vital and 
should be encouraged both contractually 
and fiscally;

8. Calls on the Member States to review 
and reduce the retirement age, as a means 
of stimulating employment, especially of 
young people, and reducing joblessness;

Or. pt

Amendment 36
Danuta Jazłowiecka & Csaba Őry

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8
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Draft opinion Amendment

8. Stresses the importance of the imminent 
Green Paper on pension reform and 
considers that the development of a secure, 
sustainable twin-track social security 
system, involving both public and 
supplementary schemes, is vital and should 
be encouraged both contractually and 
fiscally;

8. Stresses the importance of the imminent 
Green Paper on pension reform and 
considers that the development of a 
sustainable, secure, well-diversified 
pension systems with different sources of 
financing based on labour and financial 
markets as well as company schemes, and 
involving public, supplementary employer-
based and individual schemes, is vital and 
should be encouraged contractually and 
fiscally; therefore, recognizes the 
importance of pension literacy among EU 
citizens;

Or. en

Amendment 37
Danuta Jazłowiecka & Csaba Őry

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8a. Underlines that, in the long term, 
implicit pension liabilities are one of the 
largest parts of the total public debt, and 
that the Member States should regularly 
publish information on their implicit 
pension liabilities, following the 
commonly agreed methodology;

Or. en

Amendment 38
Ilda Figueiredo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 9
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Draft opinion Amendment

9. Takes the view that the need for both 
sustainable public finances and adequate 
social welfare and inclusion schemes 
means that the quality and efficiency of 
administration and of public expenditure 
needs to be raised and the tax burden 
shared more equally by means of a 
gradual, incisive reduction of the tax 
burden on employment; this would reduce 
poverty and guarantee social cohesion, 
which is a key factor in the 
competitiveness and sustainability of the 
European economic and social model.

9. Takes the view that the need for both 
sustainable public finances and adequate 
social welfare and inclusion schemes 
means that the quality and efficiency of 
administration and of public expenditure
needs to be raised and the tax burden 
shared more equally, by means, in 
particular, of a tax on transactions in the 
financial sector and the abolition of tax 
havens, in order to reduce poverty and 
guarantee social cohesion.

Or. pt

Amendment 39
Veronica Lope Fontagné

Draft opinion
Paragraph 9

Draft opinion Amendment

9. Takes the view that the need for both 
sustainable public finances and adequate 
social welfare and inclusion schemes 
means that the quality and efficiency of 
administration and of public expenditure 
needs to be raised and the tax burden 
shared more equally by means of a gradual, 
incisive reduction of the tax burden on 
employment; this would reduce poverty 
and guarantee social cohesion, which is a 
key factor in the competitiveness and 
sustainability of the European economic 
and social model.

9. Takes the view that the need for both 
sustainable public finances and adequate 
social welfare and inclusion schemes 
means that the quality and efficiency of 
administration and of public expenditure 
needs to be raised and the tax burden 
shared more equally by means of a gradual, 
incisive reduction of the tax burden on 
employment and on SMEs; this would 
reduce poverty, guarantee social cohesion, 
and boost economic growth and 
productivity, which is a key factor in the 
competitiveness and sustainability of the 
European economic and social model.
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9. Takes the view that the need for both 
sustainable public finances and adequate 
social welfare and inclusion schemes 
means that the quality and efficiency of 
administration and of public expenditure 
needs to be raised and the tax burden 
shared more equally by means of a gradual, 
incisive reduction of the tax burden on 
employment; this would reduce poverty 
and guarantee social cohesion, which is a 
key factor in the competitiveness and 
sustainability of the European economic 
and social model.

9. Takes the view that the need for both 
sustainable public finances and adequate 
social welfare and inclusion schemes 
means that the quality and efficiency of 
administration and of public expenditure 
needs to be raised and Member States 
should be encouraged to consider 
measures to ensure the tax burden is
shared more equally by means of a gradual, 
incisive reduction of the tax burden on 
employment; this could help to reduce 
poverty and guarantee social cohesion, 
which is a key factor in the 
competitiveness and sustainability of the 
European economic and social model.
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