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Amendment 1
Olle Ludvigsson

Draft opinion
Citation 1 (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

– having regard to Articles 148 and 153(5) 
of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 
European Union (TFEU),

Or. en

Amendment 2
Antigoni Papadopoulou

Draft opinion
Recital -A (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

-A. whereas the EU has taken decisive 
action to deal with the crisis, and whereas 
the legacy of the crisis is far reaching, 
resulting in a large loss of economic 
activity, a substantial increase in 
unemployment, a steep fall in productivity 
and badly weakened public finances,

Or. en

Amendment 3
Antigoni Papadopoulou

Draft opinion
Recital -A a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

-Aa. whereas the EU’s high levels of 
social protection cushioned the worst 
impact of the crisis, and whereas recovery 
is still slower in Europe than in other 
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parts of the world because of its weak 
productivity growth,

Or. en

Amendment 4
Antigoni Papadopoulou

Draft opinion
Recital -A b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

-Ab. whereas the first Annual Growth 
Survey marks the start of a new cycle of 
economic governance in the EU and the 
first European Semester of economic 
policy coordination,

Or. en

Amendment 5
Mara Bizzotto

Draft opinion
Paragraph B

Draft opinion Amendment

B. whereas employment, labour market and 
social policies are an essential part of the 
reforms to be carried out under both the 
macro-economic surveillance and the 
thematic surveillance of the Europe 2020 
strategy,

B. whereas since December 2010 the 
unemployment rate in Europe has 
remained constant at about 9%, but the 
youth unemployment rate is continuing to 
rise; whereas employment, labour market 
and social policies are therefore an 
essential part of the reforms to be carried 
out under both the macro-economic 
surveillance and the thematic surveillance 
of the Europe 2020 strategy,

Or. it
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Amendment 6
Heinz K. Becker

Draft opinion
Paragraph C

Draft opinion Amendment

C. whereas there is a need to ensure a 
strengthened interaction between 
employment, social and economic policies 
in the context of the European Semester, 
and whereas this has to be done in a 
manner fostering democratic 
accountability, ownership and legitimacy,

C. whereas there is a need to ensure a 
strengthened interaction between 
employment, social and economic policies 
in the context of the European Semester, 
and whereas this has to be done in a 
manner fostering democratic 
accountability, ownership and legitimacy,
in order to respond to demographic 
change and the challenges which it poses, 
in the interests of all generations,

Or. de

Amendment 7
Marian Harkin

Draft opinion
Paragraph C

Draft opinion Amendment

C. whereas there is a need to ensure a 
strengthened interaction between 
employment, social and economic policies 
in the context of the European Semester, 
and whereas this has to be done in a 
manner fostering democratic 
accountability, ownership and legitimacy,

C. whereas there is a need to ensure a 
strengthened interaction between 
employment, social and economic policies 
in the context of the European Semester, 
and whereas this has to be done in a 
manner fostering democratic 
accountability, ownership and legitimacy
and an essential part of this is the full 
involvement of the European Parliament,

Or. en

Amendment 8
Philippe Boulland
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Draft opinion
Paragraph C

Draft opinion Amendment

C. whereas there is a need to ensure a 
strengthened interaction between 
employment, social and economic policies 
in the context of the European Semester, 
and whereas this has to be done in a 
manner fostering democratic 
accountability, ownership and legitimacy,

C. whereas there is a need to ensure a 
strengthened interaction between 
employment, social and economic policies 
in the context of the European Semester, 
and whereas this has to be done in a 
manner fostering the democratic 
accountability, ownership and legitimacy 
of the actors involved in drawing up these 
policies,

Or. fr

Amendment 9
Milan Cabrnoch

Draft opinion
Paragraph C

Draft opinion Amendment

C. whereas there is a need to ensure a 
strengthened interaction between 
employment, social and economic policies 
in the context of the European Semester, 
and whereas this has to be done in a 
manner fostering democratic 
accountability, ownership and legitimacy,

C. whereas there is a need to ensure a 
strengthened interaction between 
employment, social and economic policies 
in the context of the European Semester, 
and whereas this has to be done in a 
manner fostering democratic accountability 
and legitimacy,

Or. en

Amendment 10
Mara Bizzotto

Draft opinion
Paragraph C

Draft opinion Amendment

C. whereas there is a need to ensure a 
strengthened interaction between 

C. whereas there is a need to ensure a 
strengthened interaction between 
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employment, social and economic policies 
in the context of the European Semester, 
and whereas this has to be done in a 
manner fostering democratic 
accountability, ownership and legitimacy,

employment, social and economic policies 
in the context of the European Semester, 
and whereas this has to be done in a 
manner fostering subsidiarity, democratic 
accountability, ownership and legitimacy,

Or. it

Amendment 11
Patrick Le Hyaric, Ilda Figueiredo

Draft opinion
Paragraph C a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

Ca. whereas the national parliaments are 
freely elected by the citizens and are 
therefore the representatives and the 
guarantors of the rights acquired and 
delegated by the citizens; whereas the 
introduction of the European Semester 
reduces this prerogative of parliaments to 
a purely symbolic action,

Or. fr

Amendment 12
Patrick Le Hyaric, Ilda Figueiredo

Draft opinion
Paragraph C b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

Cb. whereas the introduction of the 
European Semester should in no 
circumstances subordinate the 
fundamental rights or the established 
social rights of citizens to budgetary 
restrictions, 

Or. fr
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Amendment 13
Patrick Le Hyaric, Ilda Figueiredo

Draft opinion
Paragraph C c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

Cc. whereas the European Semester will 
allow the European institutions to 
comment on draft national budgets even 
before they are adopted at national level 
and whereas national budgets must be
based on economic forecasts and 
recommendations by the Commission and 
Council regarding the policy choices to be 
made,

Or. fr

Amendment 14
Philippe Boulland

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that Europe 2020 and the 
European Semester as a framework for 
strengthened economic and social 
governance have a potential to help 
reinforce a common approach to the 
challenges, the responses and the 
assessment of the employment and social 
situation in the Member States; deplores, 
however, the failure to involve European 
Parliament in this process during the first 
European Semester;

1. Considers that Europe 2020 and the 
European Semester as a framework for 
strengthened economic and social 
governance have a potential to help 
reinforce a common approach to the 
challenges, the responses and the 
assessment of the employment and social 
situation in the Member States;

Or. fr

Amendment 15
Antigoni Papadopoulou
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that Europe 2020 and the 
European Semester as a framework for 
strengthened economic and social 
governance have a potential to help 
reinforce a common approach to the 
challenges, the responses and the 
assessment of the employment and social 
situation in the Member States; deplores, 
however, the failure to involve European 
Parliament in this process during the first 
European Semester;

1. Considers that Europe 2020, the Annual 
Growth Survey and the European Semester 
provide a framework for strengthened 
economic and social governance and 
economic policy coordination and have a 
potential to help reinforce a common 
approach to the challenges, the responses 
and the assessment of the employment and 
social situation in the Member States; 
deplores, however, the failure to involve 
European Parliament in this process during 
the first European Semester and the first 
Annual Growth Survey that marks the 
start of a new cycle of economic 
governance in the EU;

Or. en

Amendment 16
Mara Bizzotto

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that Europe 2020 and the 
European Semester as a framework for 
strengthened economic and social 
governance have a potential to help 
reinforce a common approach to the 
challenges, the responses and the 
assessment of the employment and social 
situation in the Member States; deplores, 
however, the failure to involve the 
European Parliament in this process during 
the first European Semester;

1. Considers that Europe 2020 and the 
European Semester as a framework for 
strengthened economic and social 
governance could help reinforce a common 
approach to the challenges, the responses 
and the assessment of the employment and 
social situation in the Member States if 
these were to progress beyond the level of 
nominal intention and the European 
Parliament were genuinely involved in this 
process, contrary to what happened during 
the first European Semester;

Or. it
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Amendment 17
Kinga Göncz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Considers that Europe 2020 and the 
European Semester as a framework for 
strengthened economic and social 
governance have a potential to help 
reinforce a common approach to the 
challenges, the responses and the 
assessment of the employment and social 
situation in the Member States; deplores, 
however, the failure to involve European 
Parliament in this process during the first 
European Semester;

1. Considers that Europe 2020 and the 
European Semester as a framework for 
strengthened economic and social 
governance have a potential to help 
reinforce a common approach to the 
challenges, the responses and the 
assessment of the employment and social 
situation in the Member States with a view 
of implementing the common objectives; 
deplores, however, the failure to involve 
European Parliament in this process during 
the first European Semester;

Or. en

Amendment 18
Pervenche Berès, Olle Ludvigsson

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Calls for a Convention on the 
democratic dimension of the European 
semester of policy coordination so as to 
enable the European Parliament and 
National Parliaments to define its 
calendar, content and methodology in 
interaction with social partners and civil 
society;

Or. fr
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Amendment 19
Philippe Boulland, Elisabeth Morin-Chartier

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Calls for Parliament to be fully 
involved in the European Semester in 
order to represent citizens’ interests and 
to increase the legitimacy of the social 
policies to be conducted by the Member 
States;

Or. fr

Amendment 20
Philippe Boulland, Elisabeth Morin-Chartier

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1b. Wishes to see the role of the national 
parliaments strengthened with regard to 
their involvement in the process of 
economic and social policy-making so as 
to demonstrate their solidarity as partners 
in the European Semester; considers that 
this would serve to increase the legitimacy 
of the decisions taken and would ensure 
that the European Parliament is not the 
sole representative of the interests of 
European citizens and that strong 
political signals are sent at national level;

Or. fr

Amendment 21
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Calls on the Commission and Council 
to ensure that policy guidance for fiscal 
consolidation and structural reforms are 
fully coherent and consistent with the 
Union's objectives of social and 
sustainable development; considers that 
in defining and implementing the Annual 
Growth Survey, the Union shall take into 
account requirements linked to the 
promotion of a high level of employment, 
the guarantee of adequate social 
protection, the fight against social 
exclusion, and a high level of education, 
training and protection of human health; 
believes that the country specific 
recommendations need to be subject of 
social impact assessments;

Or. en

Amendment 22
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1b. Underlines that the guidelines for the 
employment policies of Member States 
and the broad economic guidelines both 
form integral parts of the European 
Semester and are equally important for 
the achievement of smart, sustainable and 
inclusive growth; calls on the Council and 
the Commission to ensure that all policy 
recommendations are consistent with the 
Integrated Guidelines;

Or. en
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Amendment 23
Ilda Figueiredo, Patrick Le Hyaric

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Notes that the neoliberal measures 
that are continuing to be applied, notably 
as part of the so-called National Reform 
Plans, 'economic governance' and the 
European Semester, are contributing to 
the worsening social crisis in a number of 
countries with more fragile economies, 
making life more and more difficult for 
families and in particular for women and 
children, who are the main victims of 
growing poverty, unemployment and 
precarious and poorly paid work;

Or. pt

Amendment 24
Ilda Figueiredo, Patrick Le Hyaric

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1b. Stresses the need to prioritise action to 
tackle the problems of unemployment, 
poverty and social exclusion, which will 
necessitate revision of the present 
economic and financial policies, 
especially the Stability Pact, internal 
market policy and competition policy, in 
order to put the emphasis on sustainable 
employment based on quality jobs with 
rights, investment, and quality public 
services guaranteeing social inclusion, 
especially in the fields of education, 
health, childcare, care of dependent 
persons, public transport and social 
services;
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Or. pt

Amendment 25
Mara Bizzotto

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the Council and the 
Commission, when providing policy 
guidance to Member States, to respect the 
principles of subsidiarity and social 
dialogue in the field of wages and 
pensions as well and, in keeping with 
Article 153(5) TFEU, to respect the 
competences of the Member States and 
social partners in these areas;

2. Calls on the Council and the 
Commission, when providing policy 
guidance to Member States, to respect the 
principles of subsidiarity and social 
dialogue and the competences of the 
Member States and social partners; also 
points to the need to monitor how the lack 
of harmonisation as regards social 
security is making itself felt in terms of 
the social dumping that is increasingly 
posing a threat to competition dynamics 
on the single market;

Or. it

Amendment 26
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the Council and the 
Commission, when providing policy 
guidance to Member States, to respect the 
principles of subsidiarity and social 
dialogue in the field of wages and 
pensions as well and, in keeping with 
Article 153(5) TFEU, to respect the 
competences of the Member States and 
social partners in these areas;

2. Underlines that the policy guidance to 
Member States partly concerns policy 
areas like wages and pensions that in line
with Article 153 TFEU fall under the 
competences of Member States and social 
partners; emphasizes that democratic 
accountability needs to be ensured and 
the principles of subsidiarity and social 
dialogue need to be respected in order to 
preserve the policy space required for 
national implementation;
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Or. en

Amendment 27
Antigoni Papadopoulou

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the Council and the 
Commission, when providing policy 
guidance to Member States, to respect the 
principles of subsidiarity and social 
dialogue in the field of wages and pensions 
as well and, in keeping with Article 153(5) 
TFEU, to respect the competences of the 
Member States and social partners in these 
areas;

2. Calls on the Council and the 
Commission to take into consideration 
that the crisis has taken a heavy toll on 
Europe’s societies and in some Member 
States youth unemployment is as high as 
40% whereas millions of people live below 
the poverty line, when providing policy 
guidance to Member States, to combat 
accumulated imbalances, to respect the 
principles of solidarity, subsidiarity and 
social dialogue in the field of wages and 
pensions as well and, in keeping with 
Article 153(5) TFEU, to respect the 
competences of the Member States and 
social partners in these areas;

Or. en

Amendment 28
Kinga Göncz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the Council and the 
Commission, when providing policy 
guidance to Member States, to respect the 
principles of subsidiarity and social 
dialogue in the field of wages and pensions 
as well and, in keeping with Article 153(5) 
TFEU, to respect the competences of the 
Member States and social partners in these 

2. Calls on the Council and the 
Commission, when providing policy 
guidance to Member States, to assess 
comprehensively whether the proposed 
measures to combat poverty and social 
exclusion, and to implement employment 
headline targets, are in line with the 
objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy,
and to respect the principles of subsidiarity 
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areas; and social dialogue in the field of wages 
and pensions as well and, in keeping with 
Article 153(5) TFEU, to respect the 
competences of the Member States and 
social partners in these areas;

Or. en

Amendment 29
Philippe Boulland, Elisabeth Morin-Chartier

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the Council and the 
Commission, when providing policy 
guidance to Member States, to respect the 
principles of subsidiarity and social 
dialogue in the field of wages and pensions 
as well and, in keeping with Article 153(5) 
TFEU, to respect the competences of the 
Member States and social partners in these 
areas;

2. Calls on the Council and the 
Commission, when providing policy 
guidance to Member States relating to 
education, employment and social affairs, 
macroeconomic policy and the budget, to 
respect the principles of subsidiarity and 
social dialogue in the field of wages and 
pensions as well and, in keeping with 
Article 153(5) TFEU, to respect the 
competences of the Member States and 
social partners in these areas;

Or. fr

Amendment 30
Patrick Le Hyaric, Ilda Figueiredo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Calls on the Council and the 
Commission, when providing policy 
guidance to Member States, to respect the 
principles of subsidiarity and social 
dialogue in the field of wages and pensions 
as well and, in keeping with Article 153(5) 
TFEU, to respect the competences of the 

2. Calls on the Council and the 
Commission, when providing policy 
guidance to Member States, to respect the 
principles of subsidiarity and social 
dialogue in the field of wages and pensions 
as well and, in keeping with Article 153(5) 
TFEU, to respect the competences of the 
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Member States and social partners in these 
areas;

Member States and social partners in these 
areas and to consult the social partners 
before issuing their recommendations;

Or. fr

Amendment 31
Olle Ludvigsson

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Calls on the Commission to make use 
of all available information and expertise, 
including that of the European 
Foundation for the Improvement of 
Living and Working Conditions, in its 
assessment of the progress towards the 
Europe 2020 objectives and related 
initiatives;

Or. en

Amendment 32
Olle Ludvigsson

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2b. Calls on the Commission to carry out 
an impact assessment based on Article 9 
TFEU regarding its recommendations for 
action, including the proposals for 
priority actions to the Spring European 
Council and its recommendations for 
guidance on a country-by-country basis to 
the June European Council;

Or. en
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Amendment 33
Philippe Boulland, Elisabeth Morin-Chartier

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Calls for the Commission and Council 
recommendations to focus as a priority on 
a social policy that promotes education 
and training, access to employment, 
reintegration of the unemployed into the 
labour market and improved coordination 
of social protection systems in the 
Member States;

Or. fr

Amendment 34
Patrick Le Hyaric, Ilda Figueiredo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Expresses its concern that the 
European guidance focuses exclusively 
on completing the internal market 
through removal of all barriers to 
competition, without at the same time 
involving policies to tackle poverty and 
social exclusion;

Or. fr

Amendment 35
Patrick Le Hyaric, Ilda Figueiredo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 b (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

2b. Calls for European guidance to be 
supported by an impact assessment of 
fiscal competition between Member States 
and of tax exemptions within Member 
States on their budgetary revenue;

Or. fr

Amendment 36
Mara Bizzotto

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. States its intention to contribute actively 
to the implementation of the Europe 2020 
strategy and the European Semester, 
including to its employment and social 
aspects, keeping them high on the political 
agenda throughout the year;

3. States its intention to contribute actively 
through practical action to tackling the 
employment and social emergency 
affecting European citizens, bringing 
critical specific scrutiny to bear on to the 
implementation of the Europe 2020 
strategy and participating in European 
Semester initiatives;  also declares that it 
will do its utmost to ensure that
employment and the social emergency 
remain high on the political agenda 
throughout the year;

Or. it

Amendment 37
Antigoni Papadopoulou

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. States its intention to contribute actively 3. States its intention to contribute actively 
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to the implementation of the Europe 2020 
strategy and the European Semester, 
including to its employment and social 
aspects, keeping them high on the political 
agenda throughout the year;

to the implementation of the ambitious 
targets of the Europe 2020 strategy for a 
new growth path and the national targets 
agreed under the Europe 2020 Strategy of 
the Member States and the European 
Semester, including to its employment and 
social aspects, keeping them high on the 
political agenda throughout the year;

Or. en

Amendment 38
Heinz K. Becker

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. States its intention to contribute actively 
to the implementation of the Europe 2020 
strategy and the European Semester, 
including to its employment and social 
aspects, keeping them high on the political 
agenda throughout the year;

3. States its intention to contribute actively 
to the implementation of the Europe 2020 
strategy and the European Semester, 
including to its employment and social 
aspects, keeping them high on the political 
agenda throughout the year; also points to 
the importance of initiatives such as the 
European Year of Active Ageing or 
Lifelong Learning;

Or. de

Amendment 39
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. States its intention to contribute actively 
to the implementation of the Europe 2020 
strategy and the European Semester, 
including to its employment and social
aspects, keeping them high on the political 

3. States its intention to contribute actively 
to the implementation of the Europe 2020 
strategy and the European Semester, 
including to its employment, social and 
gender aspects, keeping them high on the 



AM\871080EN.doc 21/35 PE467.222v01-00

EN

agenda throughout the year; political agenda throughout the year;

Or. en

Amendment 40
Ilda Figueiredo, Patrick Le Hyaric

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Stresses the importance of public 
investment at EU and national level to 
promote social and economic cohesion, in 
particular investment in less developed 
regions; considers, therefore, that the 
Stability and Growth Pact must be 
abolished, given its negative impact on the 
proper implementation of the Structural 
Funds and investment in general; calls 
for a clear distinction to be established 
between investment and current 
expenditure, and considers that 
expenditure in such areas as education, 
social services, R&D and infrastructure, 
including renewable energies, transport 
and communications, constitutes an 
investment;

Or. pt

Amendment 41
Antigoni Papadopoulou

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 – introductory part

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Declares its readiness to engage in a 
regular policy dialogue and exchange of 
views with relevant stakeholders, including 
the social partners and NGOs, on the 
employment and social aspects of Europe 

5. Declares its readiness to engage in a 
regular policy dialogue and exchange of 
views with national parliaments and
relevant stakeholders, including the social 
partners and NGOs, on the employment 
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2020 and the European Semester, and in 
this framework:

and social aspects of Europe 2020 and the 
European Semester, and in this framework:

Or. en

Amendment 42
Milan Cabrnoch

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 – introductory part

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Declares its readiness to engage in a 
regular policy dialogue and exchange of 
views with relevant stakeholders, including 
the social partners and NGOs, on the 
employment and social aspects of Europe 
2020 and the European Semester, and in 
this framework:

5. Declares its readiness to engage in a 
regular policy dialogue and exchange of 
views with relevant stakeholders, including 
business sector, the social partners and 
NGOs, on the employment and social 
aspects of Europe 2020 and the European 
Semester, and in this framework:

Or. en

Amendment 43
Philippe Boulland, Elisabeth Morin-Chartier

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 – introductory part

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Declares its readiness to engage in a 
regular policy dialogue and exchange of 
views with relevant stakeholders, including 
the social partners and NGOs, on the 
employment and social aspects of Europe 
2020 and the European Semester, and in 
this framework:

(Does not affect English version.)

Or. fr

Amendment 44
Philippe Boulland, Elisabeth Morin-Chartier
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 – point b

Draft opinion Amendment

b) Encourages the Employment Committee 
(EMCO) to share the results of its 
employment surveillance with the 
responsible committee of the European 
Parliament,

b) Encourages transparency among 
European Semester stakeholders, 
including the Employment Committee 
(EMCO), so as to ensure that it will 
regularly share the results of its 
employment surveillance with the 
responsible committee of the European 
Parliament,

Or. fr

Amendment 45
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 – point b

Draft opinion Amendment

b) Encourages the Employment Committee 
(EMCO) to share the results of its 
employment surveillance with the 
responsible committee of the European 
Parliament,

b) Encourages the Employment Committee 
(EMCO) to share the results of its 
employment surveillance with the relevant 
committees of the European Parliament,

Or. en

Amendment 46
Philippe Boulland, Elisabeth Morin-Chartier

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 – point c

Draft opinion Amendment

c) Invites the social partners, social NGOs 
and other stakeholders to take part in a 
regular exchange of views with  
Parliament, in particular on the 
implementation of employment and social 

c) Invites the social partners, social NGOs 
and other stakeholders to take part in a 
regular exchange of views with  
Parliament, in particular on the 
implementation of employment and social 
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policies and on the progress towards 
achieving the related EU targets;

policies and on the progress towards 
achieving the related EU targets; requests 
that preparatory documents for exchanges 
of views be communicated in advance to 
the members of the appropriate 
parliamentary committee;

Or. fr

Amendment 47
Mara Bizzotto

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 – point c a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

ca) Bearing in mind the outbreak of 
conflict in North Africa and the resulting 
humanitarian emergency, calls on 
interministerial-level representatives and 
leading NGOs in Member States to 
engage in a periodic exchange of views 
for the purpose of comparing the 
strategies implemented to tackle the 
immigration emergency and of setting out 
the projects undertaken and emerging 
needs;

Or. it

Amendment 48
Patrick Le Hyaric, Ilda Figueiredo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Requests that the European Semester 
should serve not as a system enabling 
national budgets to be drawn up, 
supervised, and checked by the 
Commission and the Council, but rather 
as a means of support allowing budgets to 
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be drawn up without in any way 
undermining the fundamental rights of 
citizens and their established social rights;

Or. fr

Amendment 49
Sergio Gaetano Cofferati, Frank Engel

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Emphasises the need to reinforce and 
institutionalize the Macroeconomic Social 
Dialogue and considers that social 
partners must be involved in the 
development of actions the European 
Commission wants to undertake in the 
context of the European Semester and the 
implementation of the new economic 
governance; social partners shall address 
an opinion or, if appropriate, a 
recommendation to the Commission about 
these actions;

Or. en

Amendment 50
Mara Bizzotto

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on the Commission to inform  
Parliament of the results of the activities 
carried out under the Mutual Learning 
Programme, in particular in the areas 
highlighted though the strategic guidance 
of the European Council;

6. Calls on the Commission to inform  
Parliament of the results of the activities 
carried out under the Mutual Learning 
Programme, in particular in the areas 
highlighted though the strategic guidance 
of the European Council; points to the 
importance of periodically monitoring the
degree of access to, and the take-up rate 
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of, the funding allocated to the 
programme, thereby providing a means of 
determining in real time what corrective 
measures might be needed to ensure that 
the usual bureaucratic pitfalls will not 
prevent the programme’s objectives being 
translated into reality;

Or. it

Amendment 51
Patrick Le Hyaric, Ilda Figueiredo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 7

Draft opinion Amendment

7. Underlines the importance of ensuring a 
mutually reinforced interaction between 
micro- and macro-economic policies on the 
one hand, and employment and social 
policies on the other hand, which is 
essential to be able to deliver on the overall 
goals of Europe 2020;

7. Underlines the importance of ensuring a 
mutually reinforced interaction between 
micro- and macro-economic policies on the 
one hand, and employment and social 
policies on the other hand, of respecting 
established social rights, and of 
combating poverty and social exclusion, 
aspects which are all essential to be able to 
deliver on the overall goals of Europe 
2020;

Or. fr

Amendment 52
Patrick Le Hyaric, Ilda Figueiredo

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8

Draft opinion Amendment

8. Remains committed to paying special 
attention, including in its deliberations on 
the European Semester, to the impact of 
employment and social situation on the 
macro-economic situation and vice versa.

8. Remains committed to paying special 
attention, including in its deliberations on 
the European Semester, to the impact of 
employment and the social situation on the 
macro-economic situation and vice versa, 
and calls on the Commission to follow the 
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same approach.

Or. fr

Amendment 53
Heinz K. Becker

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8

Draft opinion Amendment

8. Remains committed to paying special 
attention, including in its deliberations on 
the European Semester, to the impact of 
employment and social situation on macro 
economic situation and vice versa.

8. Remains absolutely committed to paying 
special attention, including in its 
deliberations on the European Semester, to 
the impact of employment and the social 
situation on the macroeconomic situation 
and vice versa.

Or. de

Amendment 54
Olle Ludvigsson

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8a. Believes that employment and social 
policies have a central role in the whole 
Europe 2020 strategy and in its 
governance; considers that these policies 
must be strengthened in the light of the 
crisis, and that the European Semester is 
essential in reaching this objective;

Or. en

Amendment 55
Rovana Plumb
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8a. Considers that, in the context of the 
European Semester, special attention has 
to be paid to encouraging Member States 
to promote employment, to combat 
undeclared work, to promote life long 
learning, to make work arrangements 
more flexible and to improve childcare 
facilities;

Or. en

Amendment 56
Marian Harkin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8a. Calls on the Commission and Council 
to ensure that sustainable and inclusive 
growth linked to employment and job 
creation are at the heart of all policy 
proposals;

Or. en

Amendment 57
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8a. Calls on the Commission to ensure 
that the national policies and targets 
announced in the National Reform 
Programmes together add up to a level 
that is sufficiently ambitious to reach the 



AM\871080EN.doc 29/35 PE467.222v01-00

EN

EU 2020 headline targets; expresses its 
concern about the fact that under the first 
European Semester this was not the case; 
calls on the Commission to make sure that 
all Member States contribute to the 
headline targets according to their 
potential;

Or. en

Amendment 58
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8b. Notes that the quality of National 
Reform Programmes under the first 
European Semester varies greatly 
regarding concreteness, feasibility and 
comprehensiveness; calls on the 
Commission to elevate the National 
Reform Programmes of best quality to the 
standard format for next European 
Semesters;

Or. en

Amendment 59
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8c. Calls on the Commission to ensure 
greater comparability of the National 
Reform Programmes and establish 
common benchmarks to assess the 
Programmes;
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Or. en

Amendment 60
Ilda Figueiredo, Patrick Le Hyaric

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8a. Emphasises that Europe needs a 
macroeconomic framework to support 
sustainable development, and an increase 
in employment and social cohesion; 
considers that monetary and tax policies 
in the EU have had a negative impact on 
the growth of the economy and 
employment, and recalls that monetary 
policy should contribute to strengthening 
economic recovery and fighting 
unemployment;

Or. pt

Amendment 61
Philippe Boulland

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8a. Calls on the Commission and the 
Council, as far as the European Semester 
is concerned, to devote particular 
attention to guideline 8 on young people’s 
access to education, educational 
guidance, and appropriate personalised 
lifelong training, since this will enable 
training of a high standard, and indeed at 
high levels, to be geared to future needs 
on the labour market.

Or. fr
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Amendment 62
Philippe Boulland

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8b. Calls on the Commission and the 
Council to devote particular attention to 
guideline 9, bearing in mind that 
economic recovery will be impossible 
unless the current unemployment rate in 
the EU, especially among young people, is 
brought down and, as regards earlier 
stages in life, measures are taken to 
prevent early school leaving.

Or. fr

Amendment 63
Philippe Boulland

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8c. Proposes, with a view to achieving an 
employment rate of 75% and facilitating 
mutually reinforced interaction of 
employment, social, and economic policy, 
that social benefits for the unemployed be 
limited or made subject to an obligation to 
carry out community service and financial 
incentives provided to take up a new job.

Or. fr

Amendment 64
Philippe Boulland
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8d. Calls on the Commission and the 
Council, when adopting economic 
policies, to keep the implementation of the 
social objectives of the Europe 2020 
strategy under review, with particular 
reference to macroeconomic policies 
serving to fund a social policy to promote 
the integration of older people into the 
labour market, the guidelines to be laid 
down by Member States regarding a 
minimum common core of social 
protection at company level (European 
label), and the mobility of young workers.

Or. fr

Amendment 65
Philippe Boulland

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 e (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8e. Hopes that the European Semester 
will serve to implement guideline 7,
especially as regards measures to stamp 
out undeclared work in Member States, 
since this would lead to a manifest gain in 
wealth for the EU.

Or. fr

Amendment 66
Philippe Boulland, Elisabeth Morin-Chartier

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 f (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

8f. Hopes that recommendations will be 
drawn up long enough in advance to have 
a real impact on national budgetary 
decisions.

Or. fr

Amendment 67
Philippe Boulland

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 g (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8g. Maintains that public sector wages 
should be limited if they are index linked 
and, above all, when the Member State 
concerned is running a substantial 
government deficit.

Or. fr

Amendment 68
Philippe Boulland

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 h (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8h. Calls on the Commission and Council 
to implement guideline 7 and, in 
particular, without infringing the 
subsidiarity principle, to encourage 
economic and social policies allowing for 
higher life expectancy as far as the 
retirement age is concerned.

Or. fr
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Amendment 69
Philippe Boulland

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 i (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8i. Hopes that the European Semester, 
instead of focusing solely on the economic 
procedures and approaches specific to 
each Member State, will also allow for the 
cross-border effects of the single market 
and that a tax on financial transactions 
will be imposed within the single market 
as a whole; considers that such a tax 
would serve to correct structural 
macroeconomic imbalances and thus 
reduce the social impact of potential 
crises on European workers; believes that 
the tax would consequently act as a tax 
shield.

Or. fr

Amendment 70
Rolandas Paksas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8a. Calls on Member States which have 
not set national targets, or which have not 
sufficiently committed themselves to 
taking the necessary action to help meet 
the overall EU objective of achieving an 
employment rate in Europe for men and 
women of 75% by 2020, to undertake to 
pursue this objective and remove obstacles 
on the labour market, focusing, in 
particular, on tackling the key European 
structural weakness, namely the low 
participation of certain population groups 
in the labour market; 
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Or. lt

Amendment 71
Juozas Imbrasas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 8 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

8a. Calls on Member States which have 
not set national targets, or which have not 
sufficiently committed themselves to 
taking the necessary action to help meet 
the overall EU objective of achieving an 
employment rate in Europe for men and 
women of 75% by 2020, to undertake to 
pursue this objective and remove obstacles 
on the labour market, focusing, in 
particular, on tackling the key European 
structural weakness, namely the low 
participation of certain population groups 
in the labour market; 

Or. lt


