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Amendment 1
Elisabeth Schroedter

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Underlines that employment and social 
policies play an important role in territorial 
development and have much to contribute 
to achieving the cohesion policy 
objectives;

1. Underlines that employment and social 
policies play an important role for a 
sustainable and socially balanced
territorial development and have much to 
contribute to reducing regional disparities, 
improving well-being of and providing 
equal opportunities to all citizens;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Elisabeth Schroedter

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Considers that a territorial approach can 
be an effective mechanism for promoting 
development, employment, education and 
poverty reduction, which are core 
objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy;

2. Considers that a territorial approach can 
be an effective mechanism for final 
delivery and effective implementation of 
policies promoting economic, social and 
territorial cohesion in order to meet the 
Europe 2020 goals such as employment, 
education and poverty reduction;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Kinga Göncz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2
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Draft opinion Amendment

2. Considers that a territorial approach can 
be an effective mechanism for promoting 
development, employment, education and 
poverty reduction, which are core 
objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy;

2. Considers that a territorial approach can 
be an effective mechanism for promoting 
development, employment, education and 
poverty reduction, which are core 
objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy;
stresses that poverty is concentrated 
mostly on microregional level, and 
considers that it should be tackled 
accordingly;

Or. en

Amendment 4
Antigoni Papadopoulou

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Considers that a territorial approach can 
be an effective mechanism for promoting 
development, employment, education and 
poverty reduction, which are core 
objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy;

2. Considers that a territorial approach can 
be an effective mechanism for promoting 
development, employment, social 
inclusion, education and poverty 
reduction, which constitute the core 
objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy;

Or. en

Amendment 5
Konstantinos Poupakis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Considers that a territorial approach can 
be an effective mechanism for promoting 
development, employment, education and 
poverty reduction, which are core 

2. Considers that a territorial approach can 
be an effective mechanism for promoting 
development, sustainable and decent 
employment, education and poverty 
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objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy; reduction, which are core objectives of the 
Europe 2020 strategy;

Or. el

Amendment 6
Ramona Nicole Mănescu

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Considers that a territorial approach can
be an effective mechanism for promoting 
development, employment, education and 
poverty reduction, which are core 
objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy;

2. Considers that the territorial approach 
should be an effective mechanism for 
promoting development, employment, 
education and poverty reduction, which are 
core objectives of the Europe 2020 
strategy;

Or. en

Amendment 7
Philippe Boulland

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Stresses that combating poverty 
includes combating exclusion and that 
rural regions with low population density 
or with ageing populations must cope with 
a decline in medical demography, which 
could be offset by improved accessibility 
to broadband technologies and the 
promotion of telemedicine;

Or. fr
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Amendment 8
Ramona Nicole Mănescu

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 a. Considers that the territorial 
approach should be an effective 
mechanism for supporting SMEs to create 
new sustainable jobs and to initiate or 
develop programmes for vocational 
training;

Or. en

Amendment 9
Riikka Manner

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Considers that entrepreneurial activity 
aimed at growth and employment and the 
tapping of potential can work across 
administrative territorial boundaries;

Or. fi

Amendment 10
Elisabeth Schroedter

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2 a. Underlines that indicators on the 
social and employment situation, such as 
the adjusted disposable income after 
social transfers, should complement the 
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GDP criteria of eligibility for structural 
funds, including the ESF, as the current 
indicator does not always adequately
reflect specific needs on a regional level, 
especially on NUTS 2 level;

Or. en

Amendment 11
Elisabeth Schroedter

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Believes that an integrated territorial 
approach for the ESF is vital for 
implementation of the subsidiarity 
principle through multilevel governance 
and underlines the importance of ensuring 
adequate capacity at local and regional 
level;

3. Believes that an integrated territorial 
approach for the ESF underlines the 
importance of ensuring adequate capacity 
and ownership at local and regional NUTS 
2 level, ensures the involvement of social 
and civil society partners as regions play a 
prominent role in the partnership;

Or. en

Amendment 12
Frédéric Daerden

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Believes that an integrated territorial 
approach for the ESF is vital for 
implementation of the subsidiarity 
principle through multilevel governance 
and underlines the importance of ensuring 
adequate capacity at local and regional 
level;

3. Believes that an integrated territorial 
approach for the ESF and the other EU 
funds is vital for implementation of the 
subsidiarity principle through multilevel 
governance and underlines the importance 
of ensuring adequate capacity-building at 
local and regional level, particularly 
through training in procedures for the 
allocation of funds;
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Or. fr

Amendment 13
Kinga Göncz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Believes that an integrated territorial 
approach for the ESF is vital for 
implementation of the subsidiarity 
principle through multilevel governance 
and underlines the importance of ensuring 
adequate capacity at local and regional
level;

3. Believes that an integrated territorial 
approach for the ESF is vital for 
implementation of the subsidiarity 
principle through multilevel governance 
and underlines the importance of ensuring 
adequate capacity at local, regional and 
microregional level both in urban and in 
rural settings;

Or. en

Amendment 14
Konstantinos Poupakis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Takes the view that it is extremely 
important for personnel, at all governance 
levels, planning and implementing actions 
contributing to political cohesion in the 
context of regional development to be 
adequately trained;

Or. el

Amendment 15
Antigoni Papadopoulou
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 a. Underlines the importance of creating 
strong synergies between cohesion policy 
and other European policies, in order to 
safeguard its effectiveness in addressing 
current employment and social 
challenges;

Or. en

Amendment 16
Frédéric Daerden

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Underlines the importance, in shaping 
and implementing cohesion policy, of 
ensuring a fair balance between necessary 
checks on the use of funds and their 
effectiveness;

Or. fr

Amendment 17
Filiz Hakaeva Hyusmenova, Marian Harkin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3 a. Points out that territorial cooperation 
and macro-regional strategies could be 
useful instruments for identifying and 
combating regional disparities, such as 
access to education and employment, and 
for promoting convergence between 
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European regions;

Or. en

Amendment 18
Elisabeth Schroedter

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes that there are considerable 
employment and social disparities both 
between and within regions; believes that 
programmes have to be tailored to regional
and sub-regional needs and considers that 
the ESF has to continue supporting the 
development of local approaches in the 
field of employment and social inclusion;

4. Notes that there are considerable 
employment and social disparities both 
between and within regions which cannot 
always be reflected by the current 
indicator GDP/inhabitant; therefore
believes that programmes have to be 
tailored especially to support the most 
needy regions and socially excluded 
people by taking into account indicators 
reflecting the social and employment 
situation and considers that the ESF has to 
continue supporting the development of 
local approaches in the field of 
employment and social inclusion while 
acknowledging the added-value of a 
cross-sectoral approach;

Or. en

Amendment 19
Antigoni Papadopoulou

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes that there are considerable 
employment and social disparities both 
between and within regions; believes that 
programmes have to be tailored to regional 
and sub-regional needs and considers that 

4. Notes that there are considerable 
employment and social disparities both 
between and within regions; believes that 
programmes have to be tailored to regional 
and sub-regional needs and considers that 
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the ESF has to continue supporting the 
development of local approaches in the 
field of employment and social inclusion;

the ESF has to be seen as the main tool for 
addressing, at local level, the needs in the 
field of creating more and better job 
opportunities, as well as employment for 
vulnerable groups (women, youth, people 
with disabilities, minorities etc.), thus 
promoting social inclusion;

Or. en

Amendment 20
Marian Harkin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes that there are considerable 
employment and social disparities both 
between and within regions; believes that 
programmes have to be tailored to regional 
and sub-regional needs and considers that 
the ESF has to continue supporting the 
development of local approaches in the 
field of employment and social inclusion;

4. Notes that there are considerable 
employment and social disparities both 
between and within regions; believes that 
programmes have to be tailored to regional 
and sub-regional needs and concentrate on 
a small number of priorities responding to 
the specific challenges they face and
considers that the ESF has to continue 
supporting the development of local 
approaches in the field of employment and 
social inclusion;

Or. en

Amendment 21
Frédéric Daerden

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes that there are considerable 
employment and social disparities both 
between and within regions; believes that 
programmes have to be tailored to regional 

4. Notes that there are considerable 
employment and social disparities both 
between and within regions; believes that 
programmes have to be tailored to regional 
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and sub-regional needs and considers that 
the ESF has to continue supporting the 
development of local approaches in the 
field of employment and social inclusion;

and sub-regional needs and considers that 
the ESF and the other EU funds have to 
continue supporting the development of 
local approaches in the field of 
employment, particularly youth 
employment, social inclusion and 
combating poverty;

Or. fr

Amendment 22
Kinga Göncz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes that there are considerable 
employment and social disparities both
between and within regions; believes that 
programmes have to be tailored to regional 
and sub-regional needs and considers that 
the ESF has to continue supporting the 
development of local approaches in the 
field of employment and social inclusion;

4. Notes that there are considerable 
employment and social disparities between 
the regions, and on the microregional 
level within the regions; believes that 
programmes have to be tailored to regional 
and sub-regional needs and considers that 
the ESF has to continue supporting the 
development of local approaches in the 
field of employment and social inclusion;

Or. en

Amendment 23
Philippe Boulland

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Notes that there are considerable 
employment and social disparities both 
between and within regions; believes that 
programmes have to be tailored to regional 
and sub-regional needs and considers that 
the ESF has to continue supporting the 

4. Notes that there are considerable 
employment and social disparities both 
between and within regions; believes that 
programmes have to be tailored to regional 
and sub-regional needs and considers that 
the ESF has to continue supporting the 
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development of local approaches in the 
field of employment and social inclusion;

development of local approaches in the 
field of employment and social and 
medical inclusion;

Or. fr

Amendment 24
Tamás Deutsch

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Believes that in order to give more 
tailor-made responses to regional and 
subregional needs and thus increase the 
effectiveness of EU funds, more flexibility 
is necessary when determining minimum 
shares for ESF allocations for the three 
categories of regions; believes that rigid 
minimum thresholds that do not reflect 
the specificities of the regions may lead to 
ineffective spending of resources which 
should be avoided;

Or. en

Amendment 25
Tamás Deutsch

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 b. Believes that, in order to adequately 
tackle social and economic disparities it is 
important that programming takes 
account of complementarities between 
"hard" (ERDF-type, e.g. infrastructure) 
and "soft" (mostly ESF-type e.g. training) 
type of measures; believes that 
appropriate measures for thematic 
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concentration requirements should take 
account of such needs and allow for 
adequate complementary resources to be 
used especially in the fields of education 
and health infrastructure;

Or. en

Amendment 26
Konstantinos Poupakis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Considers that a key priority is to 
provide all stakeholders with meaningful 
and integrated training and enhanced 
access to information on how to better 
utilise European resources for regional 
development;

Or. el

Amendment 27
Frédéric Daerden

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Calls on the Commission to specify the 
procedures for the allocation of cohesion 
policy resources for combating youth 
unemployment and poverty;

Or. fr

Amendment 28
Filiz Hakaeva Hyusmenova, Marian Harkin



AM\900867EN.doc 15/23 PE488.029v01-00

EN

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 a. Stresses that responding effectively to 
many problems in the area of social 
exclusion and poverty requires an 
adjusted and differentiated approach that 
has to take into account the specific needs
of a given territory, such as metropolitan 
areas or rural areas;

Or. en

Amendment 29
Frédéric Daerden

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4b. Considers it essential for cohesion 
policy to cover the entire territory of the 
EU, and accordingly supports the 
Commission’s proposal to create an 
intermediate regions category;

Or. fr

Amendment 30
Filiz Hakaeva Hyusmenova, Marian Harkin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 b. Believes that mobility of workers and 
young graduates could be a possible 
solution for regional and local labour 
market shortages and encourages 
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Member States and regions to use it more 
effectively in order to encourage 
territorial development and cohesion;

Or. en

Amendment 31
Filiz Hakaeva Hyusmenova, Marian Harkin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4 c. Considers it essential to coordinate 
the actions supported by the ESF at 
different policy levels in order to enable 
an efficient territorial approach; in 
particular, considers it necessary to link 
the educational services and facilities at 
the local level to the labour market needs;

Or. en

Amendment 32
Frédéric Daerden

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Considers it important that partnership 
contracts and operational programmes 
provide a comprehensive analysis of the 
disparities and development needs of 
territories and integrated strategies to 
address the specific needs of those 
geographical areas most affected by 
unemployment and poverty or of target 
groups at highest risk of discrimination or
social exclusion, with special regard to 
marginalised communities;

5. Considers it important that partnership 
contracts and operational programmes 
provide a comprehensive analysis of the 
disparities and development needs of 
territories and integrated strategies to 
address the specific regional and local 
needs, e.g. to create job or reduce poverty
and combat discrimination and social 
exclusion; points out that, in this context,
special attention should be paid to
marginalised communities;
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Or. fr

Amendment 33
Elisabeth Schroedter

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Considers it important that partnership 
contracts and operational programmes 
provide a comprehensive analysis of the 
disparities and development needs of 
territories and integrated strategies to
address the specific needs of those 
geographical areas most affected by 
unemployment and poverty or of target 
groups at highest risk of discrimination or 
social exclusion, with special regard to 
marginalised communities;

5. Considers it important that partnership 
contracts and operational programmes 
provide a comprehensive analysis of the 
disparities and development needs of 
territories identified by indicators 
reflecting the social and employment 
situation and that integrated strategies 
address the specific needs of those 
geographical areas most affected by 
unemployment and poverty or of target 
groups at highest risk of discrimination or 
social exclusion, with special regard to 
marginalised communities;

Or. en

Amendment 34
Kinga Göncz

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Considers it important that partnership 
contracts and operational programmes 
provide a comprehensive analysis of the 
disparities and development needs of 
territories and integrated strategies to 
address the specific needs of those 
geographical areas most affected by 
unemployment and poverty or of target 
groups at highest risk of discrimination or 
social exclusion, with special regard to 

5. Considers it important that partnership 
contracts and operational programmes 
provide a comprehensive analysis of the 
disparities and development needs of 
territories and integrated strategies 
involving relevant funds (such as ERDF)
to address the specific needs of those 
geographical areas most affected by 
unemployment and poverty or of target 
groups at highest risk of discrimination or 
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marginalised communities; social exclusion, with special regard to 
marginalised communities, such as the 
Roma in several Member States;

Or. en

Amendment 35
Philippe Boulland

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Considers it important that partnership 
contracts and operational programmes 
provide a comprehensive analysis of the 
disparities and development needs of 
territories and integrated strategies to 
address the specific needs of those 
geographical areas most affected by 
unemployment and poverty or of target 
groups at highest risk of discrimination or 
social exclusion, with special regard to 
marginalised communities;

5. Considers it important that partnership 
contracts and operational programmes 
provide a comprehensive analysis of the 
disparities and development needs of 
territories and integrated strategies to 
address the specific needs of those 
geographical areas most affected by 
unemployment, poverty and medical 
‘desertification’, or of target groups at 
highest risk of discrimination or social 
exclusion, with special regard to 
marginalised communities;

Or. fr

Amendment 36
Konstantinos Poupakis

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Considers that it is of primary 
importance to promote the exchange of 
best practices between Member States 
within the context of meaningful and 
effective long-term territorial development 
planning, and by promoting decent and 
sustainable employment with a view to
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preventing and fighting poverty and 
unemployment;

Or. el

Amendment 37
Filiz Hakaeva Hyusmenova, Marian Harkin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 a. Believes that operational programmes 
and projects must be designed and 
implemented at the appropriate level and 
attention must be paid to the role of cities, 
functional geographic territories, and 
areas facing specific geographical or 
demographic problems;

Or. en

Amendment 38
Riikka Manner

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Recalls that efforts must be made to 
ensure employment and integration into 
the labour market for those in the most 
disadvantageous circumstances;

Or. fi

Amendment 39
Filiz Hakaeva Hyusmenova, Marian Harkin
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5 b. Considers that institutional capacity 
at different levels of intervention is a 
significant element ensuring the success 
of applying the territorial approach;

Or. en

Amendment 40
Frédéric Daerden

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on the Member States to ensure an 
open dialogue with the interested parties 
for the preparation of partnership contracts 
and operational programmes; believes that, 
in order to efficiently use the territorial 
approach for actions funded from the ESF, 
it is essential to build mutual trust between 
stakeholders.

6. Calls on the Member States to ensure an 
open dialogue with all the interested 
parties, particularly local authorities, 
social partners or non-governmental 
organisations active in the fight against 
poverty, for the preparation of partnership 
contracts and operational programmes; 
believes that, in order to efficiently use the 
territorial approach for actions funded from 
the ESF, it is essential to build mutual trust 
and cooperation between all these 
stakeholders.

Or. fr

Amendment 41
Elisabeth Schroedter

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6

Draft opinion Amendment

6. Calls on the Member States to ensure an 6. Calls on the Member States to ensure an 
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open dialogue with the interested parties 
for the preparation of partnership contracts 
and operational programmes; believes that, 
in order to efficiently use the territorial 
approach for actions funded from the ESF, 
it is essential to build mutual trust between 
stakeholders.

open dialogue with the interested parties 
for the preparation of partnership contracts 
and all operational programmes as laid 
down in the ‘Commission Staff Working 
Document on the partnership principle in 
the implementation of the Common 
Strategic Framework Funds - elements 
for a European Code of Conduct on 
Partnership’ (SWD(2012) 106 final); 
believes that, in order to efficiently use the 
territorial approach for actions funded from 
the ESF, it is essential to build mutual trust 
between stakeholders and to guarantee 
consultation and involvement in 
programming of non-governmental 
organisations representing civil society, 
particularly in areas such as environment, 
social inclusion, gender equality and 
equal opportunities.

Or. en

Amendment 42
Philippe Boulland

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Recalls the importance of facilitating
the implementation of coordination 
platforms for innovative projects, having 
obtained excellent results in combating 
social and medical exclusion;

Or. fr

Amendment 43
Ramona Nicole Mănescu

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)
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Draft opinion Amendment

6 a. Calls on the Member States to 
improve the existing conditions for new 
entrepreneurs in order to better exploit 
their high potential for creating new 
sustainable jobs;

Or. en

Amendment 44
Antigoni Papadopoulou

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 a. Calls on the European Commission to 
put forward a plan for facilitating the 
efficient use of the ESF by those countries 
that are facing greatest financial 
difficulties;

Or. en

Amendment 45
Marian Harkin

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 a. Supports the proposal of the creation 
of Intermediate regions which will help to 
ensure a proportionate and targeted 
response to the situation in regions where 
GNI is increasing and also regions where 
GNI is decreasing;

Or. en
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Amendment 46
Antigoni Papadopoulou

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6 b. Calls on the Member States and the 
European Commission to develop proper 
recommendations for strengthening a 
policy approach based on results and 
documented evidence so as to increase the 
effective implementation of cohesion 
policy;

Or. en


