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Amendment 1
David Casa

Draft opinion
Recital A

Draft opinion Amendment

A. whereas competition policy seeks to 
ensure the smooth running of the internal 
market and to optimise pricing;

A. whereas strong competition policy 
seeks to protect consumers from unfair, 
sub-optimal, non-competitive pricing; 
whereas a competitive equilibrium is 
generally welfare-maximizing; whereas 
the purpose of competition policy is not to 
micromanage but to enforce clear and 
fair rules within which market forces can 
effectively function;

Or. en

Amendment 2
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Recital A

Draft opinion Amendment

A. whereas competition policy seeks to 
ensure the smooth running of the internal 
market and to optimise pricing;

A. whereas competition policy seeks to 
ensure the smooth running of the internal 
market, to ensure a level-playing field and 
to optimise pricing;

Or. en

Amendment 3
Françoise Castex

Draft opinion
Recital A
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Draft opinion Amendment

A. whereas competition policy seeks to 
ensure the smooth running of the internal 
market and to optimise pricing;

A. whereas competition policy seeks to 
ensure the smooth running of the internal 
market, protect consumers from anti-
competitive practices and optimise pricing;

Or. fr

Amendment 4
David Casa

Draft opinion
Recital A a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

Aa. whereas ensuring competitive markets 
for goods and services increases demand 
for labour and thus employment and 
conversely a competitive labour market 
increases the availability of goods and 
services;

Or. en

Amendment 5
Françoise Castex

Draft opinion
Recital A a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

Aa. having regard to the essential role of 
public action, public investment and 
SGEIs in ensuring social cohesion, 
particularly at a time of crisis;

Or. fr
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Amendment 6
David Casa

Draft opinion
Recital A b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

Ab. whereas the European Union is 
particularly concerned with youth 
unemployment in the Single Market and 
youth bear the brunt of unemployment 
caused by under-performing markets;

Or. en

Amendment 7
David Casa

Draft opinion
Recital C

Draft opinion Amendment

C. whereas Protocol No 26 to the Treaty 
on the Functioning of the European Union 
guarantees wide discretion to public 
authorities in providing, commissioning 
and organising SGIEs;

C. whereas Article 14 of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union 
establishes that ordinary legislative 
procedure should be used to secure the 
conditions, particularly economic and 
financial, for the operation of services of 
general economic interest (SGEIs);

Or. en

Amendment 8
David Casa

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Recalls the implementation, in 2012, of 
the State Aid Package; notes with 

1. Recalls the implementation, in 2012, of 
the State Aid Package; notes with 
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satisfaction certain measures creating 
exemption from notification obligations; 
calls on the Commission to take stock of 
the implementation of the Package;

satisfaction certain measures creating 
exemption from notification obligations for 
worthy public investments; calls on the 
Commission to take stock of the 
implementation of the Package;

Or. en

Amendment 9
Alejandro Cercas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Recalls the implementation, in 2012, of 
the State Aid Package; notes with 
satisfaction certain measures creating 
exemption from notification obligations; 
calls on the Commission to take stock of 
the implementation of the Package;

1. Recalls the implementation, in 2012, of 
the State Aid Package; notes with 
satisfaction certain measures creating 
exemption from notification obligations; 
calls on the Commission to take stock of 
the implementation of the Package, in view 
of the fact that the crisis continues to 
ravage the economy;

Or. es

Amendment 10
Françoise Castex

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1

Draft opinion Amendment

1. Recalls the implementation, in 2012, of 
the State Aid Package; notes with 
satisfaction certain measures creating 
exemption from notification obligations; 
calls on the Commission to take stock of 
the implementation of the Package;

1. Recalls the implementation, in 2012, of 
the State Aid Package; notes with 
satisfaction certain measures creating 
exemption from notification obligations; 
calls on the Commission to take stock of 
the implementation of the Package, 
including the possible quantitative and 
qualitative effects on jobs and services for
citizens;
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Or. fr

Amendment 11
Françoise Castex

Draft opinion
Paragraph -1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

-1a. Notes that the principle of 
subsidiarity, democratic control and 
promoting public interest are also 
founding principles of the European 
Union;
(To be inserted before paragraph 1)

Or. fr

Amendment 12
Françoise Castex

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1a. Takes the view that the Commission 
should take further steps to reduce the 
legal uncertainty surrounding SSGIs 
resulting from the Commission’s 
application of competition law and its 
interpretation by the Court; calls on the 
Commission to confirm that public goods, 
public services, SGIs and the non-profit 
sector are not subject to the rules on 
competition but form a sector which is 
organised by the Member States or sub-
state authorities according to the principle 
of subsidiarity and operates exclusively in 
the public interest;

Or. fr
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Amendment 13
Françoise Castex

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1b. Stresses that, in line with the general 
principles of the Treaties (non-
discrimination, equal treatment, 
proportionality), the Member States and 
local authorities must be free to decide 
how SSGIs are financed and organised; 
in this context, draws attention to the 
EU’s social objectives and to promoting 
the quality, accessibility and effectiveness 
of these services, irrespective of whether 
they are provided by public or private 
operators;

Or. fr

Amendment 14
Françoise Castex

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1c. Believes special attention should be 
paid to social housing, which plays a key 
role in social inclusion, mitigating the 
effects of the economic crisis and the 
creation of jobs not susceptible to 
relocation; regrets the fact that the 
December 2011 package of measures 
concerning state aid limits exemptions in 
the area of social housing to 
disadvantaged citizens and socially less-
advantaged groups; calls on the 
Commission to review this definition, 
which is too restrictive; 
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Or. fr

Amendment 15
Françoise Castex

Draft opinion
Paragraph 1 d (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

1d. Notes the Commission’s speed of 
response in ensuring that numerous 
banks were rescued and remained in 
operation in 2012 and putting in place a 
temporary emergency regime; considers 
that it should be possible to adopt the 
same approach to help other crisis-hit 
industrial sectors;

Or. fr

Amendment 16
David Casa

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the European Union is faced 
with major challenges in the fields of 
reindustrialisation, energy transition and 
digital equipment, which call for 
considerable investments; considers that it 
is the responsibility of public authorities to 
promote these investments; takes the view 
that competition policy must not act as a 
brake on these ‘investments of the future’;

2. Notes that the European Union is faced 
with major challenges in the fields of 
reindustrialisation, energy transition and 
digital equipment, which call for 
considerable investments; considers that it 
is the responsibility of public authorities to 
promote these investments; takes the view 
that competition policy must not act as a 
brake on these 'investments of the future'; 
further notes that European labour 
markets suffer from a mismatch of skills 
between young job-seekers and employers 
and that public educational investments 
designed to counter youth unemployment 
complement, rather than contradict, the 
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goals of competition policy;

Or. en

Amendment 17
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the European Union is faced 
with major challenges in the fields of 
reindustrialisation, energy transition and 
digital equipment, which call for 
considerable investments; considers that it 
is the responsibility of public authorities to 
promote these investments; takes the view 
that competition policy must not act as a 
brake on these ‘investments of the future’;

2. Notes that the European Union is faced 
with major challenges in the fields of 
reindustrialisation, energy transition and 
digital equipment, which call for 
considerable investments; considers that it 
is the responsibility of public authorities to 
promote these investments which have 
significant employment potential; takes 
the view that competition policy must not 
act as a brake on these ‘investments of the 
future’ ;

Or. en

Amendment 18
Françoise Castex

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the European Union is faced 
with major challenges in the fields of 
reindustrialisation, energy transition and 
digital equipment, which call for
considerable investments; considers that it 
is the responsibility of public authorities to 
promote these investments; takes the view 
that competition policy must not act as a 
brake on these ‘investments of the future’;

2. Notes that the European Union is faced 
with major challenges in the fields of 
reindustrialisation, energy transition and 
digital equipment, which call for 
considerable investments; considers that 
companies, focused on short-term profit, 
are unable to guarantee the long-term 
investment necessary for a return to 
sustainable, inclusive growth; considers 
that it is the responsibility of public 
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authorities to promote these investments; 
takes the view that competition policy must 
not act as a brake on these ‘investments of 
the future’;

Or. fr

Amendment 19
Emer Costello

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2

Draft opinion Amendment

2. Notes that the European Union is faced 
with major challenges in the fields of 
reindustrialisation, energy transition and 
digital equipment, which call for 
considerable investments; considers that it 
is the responsibility of public authorities to 
promote these investments; takes the view 
that competition policy must not act as a 
brake on these ‘investments of the future’;

2. Notes that the European Union is faced 
with major challenges in the fields of 
reindustrialisation, energy transition and 
digital equipment, which call for 
considerable investments, including social 
investments in education, training and 
up-skilling in line with the Commission's 
Social Investment Package presented in 
February 2013; considers that it is the 
responsibility of public authorities to 
promote these investments; takes the view 
that competition policy must not act as a 
brake on these 'investments of the future';

Or. en

Amendment 20
Minodora Cliveti

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Emphasises the need to have zero 
unemployment as the main goal of 
policies managing restructuring processes 
alongside the recognition that policies
must deliver appropriate solutions for 
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each and every worker, taking into 
account that over decades global 
competition and company restructuring 
have led to the loss of employment in 
manufacturing industries in the 
European Union, particularly among the 
low skilled;

Or. en

Amendment 21
Alejandro Cercas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Points out that that competition policy 
should be implemented in accordance 
with Article 9 of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union, 
which states that in defining and 
implementing its policies and activities, 
the Union shall take into account 
requirements linked to the promotion of a 
high level of employment; this horizontal 
clause is extremely influential for the 
purposes of interpreting EU law and 
making decisions as regards sectors that 
have been hit by the crisis and have 
suffered widespread job losses;

Or. es

Amendment 22
Philippe Boulland

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Highlights the importance of 
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revitalising Europe’s industrial sectors by 
means of investment in modernising 
production tools and implementing a 
competition policy which will enable 
industrial groups on a global scale to 
emerge;

Or. fr

Amendment 23
Françoise Castex

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2a. Welcomes the Commission’s support 
for the deployment of broadband 
infrastructure throughout Europe which 
will generate economic competitiveness 
and social cohesion; wonders whether 
digital services in Europe can be 
classified as SGEIs;

Or. fr

Amendment 24
Minodora Cliveti

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2b. Underlines the need for structural 
reforms to include an overhaul of the 
taxation system in order to combat fraud, 
tax evasion, tax havens and tax 
competition between companies;

Or. en
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Amendment 25
Philippe Boulland

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 b (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2b. Underlines the importance which 
should be given to taking social and 
environmental criteria into consideration 
in public procurement procedures;

Or. fr

Amendment 26
Philippe Boulland

Draft opinion
Paragraph 2 c (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

2c. Is convinced that a social convergence 
policy can be implemented in close 
coherence with robust economic and 
competition policies;

Or. fr

Amendment 27
Phil Bennion

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Questions the notion of ‘inappropriate 
aid’ introduced by the Commission; notes 
that the Court of Justice has found that a 
condition of efficiency is not appropriate to 
compensation for public services;

3. Questions the notion of ‘inappropriate 
aid’ introduced by the Commission; notes 
that the Court of Justice has found that a 
condition of efficiency is not appropriate to 
compensation for public services; 
recommends that a better distinction be 
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developed between subsidy, aid, and 
investment, and clarity given as to the 
rules which apply when Member States, 
local or regional bodies or the private 
sector make investments in various sectors 
providing economic or social services or a 
mixture of both;

Or. en

Amendment 28
Françoise Castex

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Questions the notion of ‘inappropriate 
aid’ introduced by the Commission; notes 
that the Court of Justice has found that a 
condition of efficiency is not appropriate to 
compensation for public services;

3. Questions the notion of ‘inappropriate 
aid’ introduced by the Commission and 
calls for the criteria defining effective aid 
to be specified; notes that the Court of 
Justice has found that a condition of 
efficiency is not appropriate to 
compensation for public services;

Or. fr

Amendment 29
David Casa

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3

Draft opinion Amendment

3. Questions the notion of ‘inappropriate 
aid’ introduced by the Commission; notes 
that the Court of Justice has found that a 
condition of efficiency is not appropriate to 
compensation for public services;

3. Questions the 'inappropriate aid' notion
introduced by the Commission; notes that 
the Court of Justice has found that a 
condition of efficiency is not appropriate 
public services;

Or. en
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Amendment 30
Phil Bennion

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Recommends that the Commission 
evaluate the interaction between 
competition policy, on the one hand, and 
the objectives of the EU environmental, 
social and economic policies, on the other 
hand, bearing in mind the difficulties 
faced in ensuring appropriate access to 
finance for the private sector and social 
economy, achieving the 2020 targets and 
adhering to the budgetary and fiscal 
constraints required by the stability and 
growth pact;

Or. en

Amendment 31
Françoise Castex

Draft opinion
Paragraph 3 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

3a. Questions the approach put forward 
by the Commission in its annual report, 
which presents competition policy as an 
instrument of budgetary policy and 
monitoring of public spending; also 
questions the legitimacy of the 
Commission in acting on this basis;

Or. fr
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Amendment 32
David Casa

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Takes the view that the social and 
solidarity economy must benefit from 
special rules on state aid in view of the 
specific nature of its operation and 
objectives;

4. Takes the view that the social economy 
should benefit from special rules on state 
aid in view of the specific nature of its 
operation and objectives, as supporting 
non-profits and SGEIs does not cause 
market distortions;

Or. en

Amendment 33
Phil Bennion

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Takes the view that the social and 
solidarity economy must benefit from 
special rules on state aid in view of the 
specific nature of its operation and 
objectives;

4. Takes the view that competition rules 
must maintain a degree of flexibility with 
regard to the social and solidarity economy 
and activities which contribute towards 
specific social, economic and 
environmental objectives of the EU 
bearing in mind the specific nature of
their operation and objectives;

Or. en

Amendment 34
Alejandro Cercas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4
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Draft opinion Amendment

4. Takes the view that the social and 
solidarity economy must benefit from 
special rules on state aid in view of the 
specific nature of its operation and 
objectives;

4. Takes the view that the social and 
solidarity economy must benefit from 
special rules on state aid in view of the 
specific nature of its operation and 
objectives; stresses that competition policy 
should not be used as a pretext for 
undermining services of general 
economic interest in the Member States;

Or. es

Amendment 35
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4

Draft opinion Amendment

4. Takes the view that the social and 
solidarity economy must benefit from 
special rules on state aid in view of the 
specific nature of its operation and 
objectives;

4. Takes the view that the social and 
solidarity economy must benefit from an 
own set of special rules on state aid in view 
of the specific nature of its operation and 
objectives;

Or. en

Amendment 36
Marije Cornelissen

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Regrets that the Commission has 
maintained the restrictive scope for the 
exemptions to state aid rules in the field of 
social housing, limiting it to 
disadvantaged citizens or socially less 
advantaged groups in the recent SGEI 
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package; calls on the Commission to take 
a flexible and constructive stance towards 
Member States that experience difficulties 
with their social housing sector because 
of this definition;

Or. en

Amendment 37
Alejandro Cercas

Draft opinion
Paragraph 4 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

4a. Takes the view that subsidiarity has an 
important role to play in the social-
housing sector and that European 
competition policy should not hinder the 
drafting of national rules to aimed at 
promoting social integration;

Or. es

Amendment 38
David Casa

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Considers that the type of dialogue 
engaged in by the Commissioner for 
Competition cannot replace genuine
democratic control by Parliament;

5. Considers that the type of dialogue 
engaged in by the Commissioner for 
Competition should be combined with
democratic control by Parliament;

Or. en

Amendment 39
Phil Bennion
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Considers that the type of dialogue 
engaged in by the Commissioner for 
Competition cannot replace genuine 
democratic control by Parliament;

5. Considers that the type of dialogue 
engaged in by the Commissioner for 
Competition cannot replace genuine 
democratic control by Parliament; 
recommends developing a better discourse 
between the Commission, Member States, 
local and regional actors and civil society 
in order to ensure that the competition 
policy and public expenditure are 
complementary to the shared objectives of 
ensuring a fair and more complete single 
market, on the one hand, and achieving 
national and European social and 
economic objectives, on the other hand;

Or. en

Amendment 40
Françoise Castex

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5

Draft opinion Amendment

5. Considers that the type of dialogue 
engaged in by the Commissioner for 
Competition cannot replace genuine 
democratic control by Parliament;

5. Considers that the type of dialogue 
engaged in by the Commissioner for 
Competition cannot replace genuine 
democratic control by Parliament; stresses 
that monitoring is all the more necessary 
since, under competition policy, the 
Commission monitors decisions taken by 
democratically-elected national and local 
authorities;

Or. fr

Amendment 41
David Casa
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Believes the Commission should look 
out for intra-EU dumping practices, 
whereby a firm, internationally or 
domestically, sells units below production 
price to bankrupt one or more 
competitor(s); calls on the Commission to 
limit accusations of dumping, within the 
EU and outside the EU, to situations 
where the intent is clearly to eliminate 
competition and not where a good was 
accidently over-produced;

Or. en

Amendment 42
Evelyn Regner

Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Takes the view that there will only be 
fair competition in the single market if 
there is improved comparability between 
the Member States in competition-related 
areas; therefore encourages the 
establishment of minimum common 
standards in, among others, the areas of 
company taxation, safety and health at the 
workplace, wage assessment and the fight 
against wage dumping and social 
dumping;

Or. de

Amendment 43
Françoise Castex
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Draft opinion
Paragraph 5 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

5a. Takes the view that ensuring a level 
playing field for companies in the internal 
market also depends on combating social 
dumping, which should be regarded as an 
anti-competitive practice; believes the 
Commission should therefore endeavour 
to reduce the considerable discrepancies 
between the Member States in terms of 
salaries, working conditions and company 
taxation;

Or. fr

Amendment 44
Emer Costello

Draft opinion
Paragraph 6 a (new)

Draft opinion Amendment

6a. Reiterates its call on the Commission 
to include a specific section on the impact 
of EU competition policy on employment 
and social affairs in future reports;

Or. en


