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Summary report

A delegation of the European Parliament's Employment and Social Affairs Committee, 
headed by the Chairwoman Mrs. Pervenche Berès (S&D), attended from 6 to 10 of February 
the World Social Forum 2011 which took place in Dakar. The Members of the EMPL
delegation were Mrs. Danuta Jazłowiecka (EPP), Mrs. Joanna Skrzydlewska (EPP), Mrs. Jean 
Lambert (Greens/EFA) and Ms. Karima Delli (Greens/EFA).

Besides participation at the Forum, MEPs also held a two half-day briefings for Senegalese 
government representatives, EU embassies, representatives of European NGOs and 
Senegalese NGOs in Dakar.
The delegation had also a meeting with Mrs. Veronique Dellicour, the head of the EU 
Delegation in Dakar. The delegation was briefed about the political, economic and social 
situation of the country. The partnership between Senegal and the European Union is part of 
the Africa-EU Strategic Partnership, agreed under the Joint Africa-EU Strategy and it is based 
on political dialogue, trade relations and cooperation covering many areas.

Besides the various cooperation agreements, the European Union assistance to Senegal has 
diversified considerably with increasing financial allocations. The European Development 
Fund (EDF), managed by the European Commission, is the main financial instrument of the 
EU policy for development aid. EC assistance concentrates mainly on regional trade and 
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integration, reconstruction and infrastructures as well as, budget support for poverty reduction 
measures. Also, the EC assistance is aiming to develop regional trade through improving 
transport infrastructure at national and regional level. Likewise it is promoting employment 
opportunities for illegal migrants in the context of the implementation of the Economic 
Partnership Agreement (EPA) as well as good governance.
In addition, EC interventions help improve the supply of clean drinking water and provide 
policy support in the sanitation sector. Additional aid will be granted for projects to support 
private initiative, capacity building and technical co-operation. All EC projects in Senegal 
also address cross-cutting issues such as gender and the environment.
On 8 and 9 of February a series of thematic briefings were organised by the Members on 
poverty, social cohesion, corporate social responsibility, the single permit, seasonal workers, 
the conditions of entry and residence of third-country nationals in the framework of an intra-
corporate transfers and other immigration issues on which the Employment Committee is
currently working. These briefings attracted a lot of interest from local government officials, 
EU diplomats and representatives of Senegalese and European non-government organisations.
The exchanges focussed mainly on integration of third-country migrant workers in Europe 
and equal treatment with nationals in a number of areas (working conditions, social security, 
access to goods and services, etc) as well as on their return conditions, the intra-African 
migration, but also on the phenomenon of African brain drain and the social consequences of 
migration. In this context, the need for bridges between the private sector and local 
development was highlighted. Attention was drawn to the behaviour of multinationals, their
operations in Africa, how the money collected by them is repatriated or reinvested locally and 
the use the migrants' money by the banking networks, as these provide a strong basis for the 
creation of added value in the countries of origin, alleviating thus the social costs of migration 
(brain drain or human trafficking).
The Members outlined that migration is a major political issue, both in the EU and in Africa. 
Where the public and political debate often focuses exclusively on the downsides of 
migration, there is a need for policy makers in both continents to look at the complete picture. 
Policies should identify challenges as well as opportunities, notably in connection to 
employment strategies and realities in Africa and in the EU. Labour migration can contribute 
to increasing competitiveness and economic vitality, in the context of the important 
demographic challenges the EU faces with an increased demand for labour. The flexible 
immigration policies will make an important contribution to the EU’s economic development 
and performance in the longer term and inter-continental (but also intra-continental) labour 
migration, should be seen as a win-win opportunity aimed to bringing benefits to all migrants 
both in Africa and the EU.

The importance of migration for Europe was stressed, because of the shortage of its own 
labour force to fill all the jobs, given the current demographic trends. However, the successful 
integration of migrant workers depends on their benefitting from the same rights, as the 
nationals of the host countries, in order to prevent unfair competition and exploitation of 
migrant workers.

The World Social Forum 
The World Social Forum is a meeting place for social movements, networks, NGOs and other 
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civil society organizations from around the world - trade unionists, intellectuals, farmers, 
women groups, youth etc. where they exchange ideas, formulate proposals, share their 
experiences and establish networks to promote a world based on fairness and a more human 
development. The Forum has been organized for the first time in 2001 in Porto Alegre 
(Brazil). This yearly summit attracted somewhere between 60,000 and 100,000 people from 
around the world. The core of its approach are based on the ideas of universal human rights, 
sovereignty of peoples, human equality and respect for the environment - the founding
elements of a world based on justice, fairness and participatory democracy.

Debates at the World Social Forum (WSF) were dominated by the condition and place of 
women in society, climate change, free movement of persons, the rights of indigenous 
peoples, labor struggles, migrants' rights and hunger eradication, as well as by rural issues 
such as land ownership and land policy reform.

For social movements of the south, the banner of "Another world is possible" is just as much 
a rallying call for alternatives to top-heavy thinking on "development". Present in Dakar was 
the growing demand for "climate justice", a call for the continued dismantling of colonial 
institutions and expressions of fatigue and frustration at being typecast as passive recipients of 
aid.

The final Declaration of the Social Movements Assembly WSF 2011, concluded at the end of 
the assemblies of convergence for action, affirms the fundamental contribution of Africa and 
its peoples in the construction of human civilisation and denounces the eruption of a systemic 
crisis that has expanded into a food crisis, an environmental crisis, financial and economic 
crises, which led to an increase in migrations and forced displacement, exploitation, debt 
levels and social inequities. Complete decolonization for oppressed peoples remains for the 
social movements of the world, a challenge of the greatest importance.

The Declaration of the WSF 2011 denounces the part played by the banks, transnational 
companies and corporations, the mass media, international institutions who, in their quest for 
maximum profits, continue with the ideological manipulation and their interventionist politics 
of war, military occupation, so-called humanitarian missions, new military bases, plundering 
natural resources, privatizing public services and common goods such as water, air, land, 
seeds and mineral resources, expropriating the land and developing genetically modified 
seeds and food, taking away the peoples’ right to food and destroying biodiversity. It also 
criticizes their attempts to co-opt the social movements through their funding of social sectors 
that serve their interests and rejects their methods of assistance which generate dependence.

The Declaration calls for March 20th to be made a day of international solidarity with the 
uprisings of the Arab and African people and also calls for a Global Day of Action against 
Capitalism on October 12th.

Meanwhile, the World Social Forum 2011 was also the occasion for the African civil society 
groups to gather and to launch the "African Consensus" initiative, as a counterpart to the 
Washington Consensus (backed up by G8 and G20). An ongoing discussion not about poverty 
but about impoverishment, not about exclusion but about exploitation, pushed questions of 
power and powerlessness to the forefront of the discussions of development.


