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Summary report

The objective of the exchange of views from 14 April 2011 was to have a broad presentation 
by the new Chair of the SPC, Mr. Lauris Beets, who occupies this position since January 
2011, of the functioning and the tasks of SPC Committee as well as its 2011 priorities.

The Social Protection Committee is a Treaty-based Committee (Article 160 of the Treaty on 
the Functioning of the EU) which was formally created through Council Decisions in 2000 
and 2004. Mr. Beets insisted that the SPC is an advisory body and not a political one. 

Regarding the 2011 work programme, he emphasised the SPC contribution to the EPSCO 
Council on the social dimension of the Europe 2020 strategy and the work on pensions, social 
protection, health care, long-term care and social inclusion policies as well as social services 
of general interest (SSGI)

Mr. Beets explained that despite the political insistence, social aspects do not seem to have a 
big role in the EU 2020 strategy, so he insisted on the necessity to bring about the right 
balance between the social, economic and financial aspects of the strategy.

According to the SPC report, one out of five people in the EU suffers from poverty or social 
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exclusion and 40 million people suffer from severe deprivation. Mr. Beets stressed that 
fulfilling the objective of lifting 20 million people out of poverty by 2020 requires ambitious 
national targets.

Members raised questions with respect to the SSGI, in particular regarding the position of the 
SPC, the future role of the ESF, the position of low paid and migrant workers and poverty 
indicators.

Members stressed that poverty does not concern only the unemployed but also older workers, 
those who are unfit for work, and the SPC needs to take this dimension into account and not 
look at poverty only in terms of the employment guidelines.

The Chair of the SPC thanked the Members for their support regarding the position of the 
SPC with respect to the EU2020. He said that the SPC had set up an informal working group 
to look into the legal aspects of the SSGI; this in preparation of a conference to be organised 
on the topic in October 2011. He indicated that he would discuss the possible involvement of 
the European Parliament to this conference.

On the future of the ESF, he stated that for the SPC a strong link with the EU2020 is needed 
and that the ESF should be used to support the social aspects of the EU2020. With respect to 
developing specific indicators, he expressed the view that further work is necessary and 
indicated that this task was undertaken by a working group within the SPC. Regarding the 
position of the low paid and migrant workers, he fully endorsed the view that this was a topic 
for the SPC which has to be discussed.


