
The International Network of Doctors of the World – Médecins du monde (MdM)
consists of autonomous organizations present in 15 countries: in Argentina, Belgium, Canada, 
France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
the United Kingdom and the USA. In total, these associations have run 342 programmes 
(domestic and international) in 76 countries in 2011. Doctors of the World runs over 190 
domestic projects across the EU, more specifically in Belgium, Bulgaria, France, Germany, 
Greece, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, (Switzerland) and the UK.

We are an international aid organisation that provides medical care and gives a voice to 
vulnerable people all over the world. Every day, our network of volunteer healthcare, social 
and other professionals provides care in the 76 countries worldwide (including our own 
countries) to the most vulnerable populations. In Europe, we provide care to socially excluded 
groups such as drug users, sex workers, undocumented migrants, asylum seekers but also to 
destitute nationals, homeless people, destitute European citizens, etc. 

Besides providing medical attention, we document and assess our patients’ situation. We seek 
to increase knowledge, and raise awareness by describing and reporting on the condition of 
populations who have difficulties accessing healthcare. MdM uses as a basis for our advocacy 
work the data we systematically collect, which includes information on the social determinants 
of health and the patients’ state of health. Field work and data serve as the mainstay of the 
work we carry out with health professionals and institutions to obtain positive and long lasting 
changes in laws and practices. 

Dr. Nikitas Kanakis, who could represent the International Network at the Employment and 
Social Affairs Committee hearing on the impact of the crisis on access to care for vulnerable 
groups, has been Chairman of the board of the NGO Doctors of the World Greece  (Iatroi Tou 
Kosmou) for four years now. He has been an active Board member for many more years and 
has taken part to most International Network’s meeting for over 10 years.. He also has been 
highly active in the field of Humanitarian Aid for several years, participating in numerous 
emergency medical and humanitarian missions around the world.

He completed his studies in dentistry at the University of Athens and the University of Leeds, 
where he specialized in  Pedodontics and Dentistry of patients with special needs. He has also 
obtained the master’s degree of the Medical School of Athens University: MSc “International 
Medicine-Health Crisis Management”. Until today he practices dentistry in Athens.

Dr. Nikitas Kanakis has also pioneered in the movement against human trafficking in Greece, 
while setting up the first hostel for such victims in the country. He was an honorary member of 
the Special Committee on issues of human trafficking of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, during 
2003-2004, as a representative of the Greek civil society.

Recently, Dr. Kanakis has been very visible in Greek and international media, speaking out on 
some of the effects of the current economic crisis and austerity measures on the health care and 
well-being of vulnerable groups. Although Dr. Kanakis will present the general situation across 
the European Union, we feel it is interesting for the Committee to have a strong first-hand 
testimony about the impact of the crisis.

Concerning media coverage, see for instance the following links:



http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/on-streets-of-athens-racist-attacks-
increase/article4090543.ece

http://www.projetoulisses.net/2012/12/greece-humanitarian-crisis.html
http://www.grreporter.info/en/humanitarian_crisis_greece_deepening_medecins_du_monde_w
arning/5337

http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2012/07/2012712131359136246.html


