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Elżbieta Bieńkowska was appointed Minister of Regional 
Development on 16 November 2007. From January 1999 to 
November 2007 she worked in the Silesian Voivodship 
Marshall Office. As a Director of the Regional Development 
Department she was responsible for programming and 
implementation of regional development instruments funded 
from EU pre-accession programmes as well as Structural 
Funds in the framework of the National Development Plan 
(NPR) 2004-2006 and the National Cohesion Strategy 2007-
2013. She was a coordinator and negotiator of the team 

which created the Silesian Voivodship Regional Operational Programme 2007-2013 
and a member of the Monitoring Committee of the Silesian Voivodship Regional 
Operational Programme. From 2002 to 2007 she held the post of the President of the 
Board of Supervisors of the Upper Silesian Regional Development Agency.

From 1996 through 1998 she worked for the Silesian Voivodship Office in Katowice. 
As an elder voivodship inspector in the Economy Department of the Voivodship 
Office, she contributed to the preparation of the regional contract for the Katowice 
voivodship and the preparation of the PHARE INRED programme. In 1999 she 
served as a proxy of the Katowice voivode on the Voivodeship Regional Strategy. At 
that time she was leading a working group preparing the Strategy, as well as 
coordinating work on implementation of the regional contract for the Katowice 
voivodship. She was also the head of the PHARE INRED secretariat. She was 
coordinating the team that prepared the Regional Innovation Strategy for the Silesian 
Voivodship and she was a director of the team working on actualization of the 
Silesian Voivodship Development Strategy 2000-2010.

In 1989 she received a master’s degree in oriental philology at Jagiellonian University 
in Cracow. In 1996 she graduated from Polish National School of Public 
Administration and in 1998 she completed the MBA postgraduate studies at Warsaw 
School of Economics.

As an expert in international projects, she lectured at postgraduate studies at Silesian 
University and Warsaw School of Economics. Fluent speaker of English.

Author of publications: “The role of self-government in the first period of the 
Structural Funds implementation in Poland – experiences from the Regional 
Development Integrated Operational Programme” (2005) and “Regional development 
planning in Poland from a regional perspective” (2002).

Married, she has three children.


