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SARA LAMB PARKIN OBE 

Short CV for EMPL Committee of the European Parliament, 18th January 2012 
 
Founder Director and Trustee, Forum for the Future 
Chair, Richard Sandbrook Trust 
Advisory Panel Member on Science in Society, UK Living with Environmental 
Change multi research council, government and agency research programme. 
Readers Panel, Queen’s Anniversary Prize for Further and Higher Education 
 
 
Sara Parkin brings to her role as European Parliament designated expert on the 
Board of the European Training Foundation a long career in education and 
sustainability, nationally recognised in the UK by the award of an OBE in 2001.  
 
At Forum for the Future, she designed and still teaches on a pioneering masters 
programme in Leadership in Sustainable Development, and has run several projects 
for government, for example, on integrating sustainability literacy into the strategies 
and practices of bodies that plan, fund and regulate post-school education.  In 2010 
she published a book The Positive Deviant: Sustainability leadership in a perverse 
world now becoming an essential text in universities around the world.   
 
Her experience in establishing Forum for the Future as a major UK not-for-profit 
employing nearly 70 people, and on the boards of large complex governmental 
organisations, like the Environment Agency of England and Wales, the Natural 
Environment Research Council and The Leadership Foundation for Higher 
Education, means she is fluent in organisational management, policy and 
governance matters.  Her work with Forum for the Future also means she is equally 
experienced in working with large companies, small businesses, and national and 
sub-national government.  One enduringly successful initiative, relevant to the future 
skills agenda in the EU and with ETF partner countries, is Engineers of the 21st 
Century, which brings major employers and young engineers together to solve 
shared sustainability challenges.  One key outcome led to changes in engineering 
professional registration which now requires demonstration of sustainability 
competencies, with a resultant cascade of change through the education system.   
 
Sara Parkin’s lifelong contributions have been recognised widely. She is a 
Companion of both the Institution of Civil Engineers and the Institute of Energy, 
for example, and holds 10 honorary doctorates as well as other awards.  As well as 
her activities listed above, she advises or is patron of a range of small charities and 
not-for-profits.   
 
For more information please contact: s.parkin@forumforthefuture.org  
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