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Summary of presentation

Open Society Institute fully agrees with the statements of the Parliament, the 
Commission and the Council last year that the use of EU funds for Roma inclusion 
need to be improved. 
We assessed the proposal of the Commission for the regulatory framework of the EU 
funds for the 2014-20 period - including both the general regulation and the ESF 
regulation - from this point of view. 
In general we welcome the proposal. Our position is that key elements need to be 
kept, in order to ensure that the EU funds contribute to closing the gap between 
Roma and the general population. These include the following:

 A minimum share (25%) of structural funds has been allocated for ESF. 
 A minimum share (20%) of ESF has been allocated for social inclusion. 
 Strategy for Roma integration has been defined as thematic ex-ante 

conditionality for social inclusion. 
 ESF can be used for enhancing access to quality public services. 
 Identifying and targeting the most disadvantaged micro-regions is required. 
 Institutional guarantees for anti-discrimination have been prescribed and 

defined as general ex-ante conditionalities. 
 ESF shall be used for promoting equal opportunities for all, including specific 

actions. 
 ESF shall be used for capacity building of partners. 
 Simplified cost options shall be used at least for ESF grants up to 50.000 EUR. 

Our position is that some elements can be further improved. These include the 
following: 

 Guarantees for not just the preparation but also the implementation of 
strategies. 

 Reflecting the need for Roma inclusion in the thematic ex-ante conditionalities 
also for education, employment, health and public administration. 

 Stronger guarantees for equal opportunities and non-discrimination in the 
principles and in the general ex-ante conditionalities. 

 Reinforcing partnership in the foreseen European code of conduct. 
All the suggestions are in line with the relevant EU policies, and all of them are 
fiscally neutral. 
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