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Making it work: the European Social Fund, House of Lords: European Union Committee - Ninth 
Report March 2010

Inquiry into the effectiveness of the European Social Fund (ESF) was launched against an evolving 
EU backdrop, with the financial crisis and increased unemployment looming large and the 
successor to the Lisbon Strategy, Europe 2020, being drawn up.

European Court of Auditors (ECA) Special Report No 17/2009: Vocational training actions for 
women co-financed by the European Social Fund / European Court of Auditors (ECA), January 
2010

In this special report the European Court of Auditors has analysed whether vocational training 
actions for women co-financed by the European Social Fund during the 2000-2006 programme 
period were appropriately selected and adequately monitored.

Le Fonds Social Européen au service de la politique de convergence de l'Union européenne
/ Sabatakakis, Ekaterini, Revue du Marche Commun et de l'Union Europeenne, 541/2010, p. 533-
560 (available in the Library)

European Social Fund cohort study: wave 1 / Department for Work and Pensions, London; Drever, 
Emma; Lloyd, Cheryl, July 2010, 157 p.

In 2008, NatCen was commissioned by the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) to carry out 
a large scale longitudinal quantitative survey with two waves of interviews. The survey is designed 
to evaluate the longer term outcomes of the training and advice provided through the European 
Social Fund (ESF) programme. It will also be used to measure a number of indicators and targets 
that cannot be captured through respondent monitoring information.
Wave 1 of the ESF Cohort Study took place between April and September 2009, and included 
interviews with 10,947 ESF and match participants. Most participants were interviewed by phone, 
although a small number of face-to-face interviews took place with more vulnerable respondents.
This report contains the findings of Wave 1 of the ESF Cohort Study 2008-2010.

Money, votes or ‘good' ideas? Partisan politics and the effectiveness of the European Employment 
Strategy in Austria and Ireland / Weishaupt, J. Timo, 2009. In: Kröger, Sandra (ed.): What we have 
learnt: Advances, pitfalls and remaining questions in OMC research, European Integration online 
Papers (EIoP), Special Issue 1, Vol. 13, Art. 14

The aim of this paper is not only to assess whether the European Employment Strategy (EES) has 
had an impact on national labour market reforms, but to also evaluate the effects of partisan politics 
on the EES and vice versa. After establishing three causal mechanisms through which the EES 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200910/ldselect/ldeucom/92/9202.htm
http://eca.europa.eu/portal/pls/portal/docs/1/3644640.PDF
http://eca.europa.eu/portal/pls/portal/docs/1/3644640.PDF
http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/report_abstracts/rr_abstracts/rra_647.asp
http://eiop.or.at/eiop/index.php/eiop/article/view/2009_014a/
http://eiop.or.at/eiop/index.php/eiop/article/view/2009_014a/
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may have an effect on domestic reforms, this paper carefully traces the institutional evolution of 
activation and childcare policy in Austria and Ireland. It is argued that the EES has been effective in 
amplifying and accelerating the introduction of early interventions and case management in Austria, 
while even triggering such developments in Ireland. In both cases, partisan actors were willing to 
embrace, if not strategically utilize, the EES to issue and legitimize such changes. At early stages, 
money offered through the European Social Fund was also critical in initiating such programmatic 
changes. The introduction of public childcare, in turn, was opposed by conservative politicians in 
both countries throughout the late 1990s and early 2000s. Only after the launch of the Barcelona 
summit, which established hard targets for childcare places, governments gradually began to seek 
a politically viable compromise, acceptable to conservative political actors. Such a compromise was 
built on simultaneously expanding public childcare places and universal child benefits. While the 
former satisfies progressive actors and voters, the latter allows mothers to stay at home (at least 
part of the time) and thus strengthens traditional family values. This compromise became possible 
only due to the EES and associated targets, which increased political awareness, offered a 
benchmark, empowered societal actors, and - perhaps most importantly - softened the categorical 
resistance of conservative politicians to the provision of public childcare.

Evaluating the efficiency of the ESF: what can we learn from the German experience /Michael 
Rothgang, Society and Economy 30 (2008) 2, pp. 227-244

In Europe, the new member states face the challenge to implement and evaluate EU-funded 
policies. This paper sketches the experiences in evaluating policy instruments funded by the 
European Social Fund (ESF) in Germany and discusses lessons to be learned from the 
comprehensive evaluation of ESF-funded policy measures in Germany in the programming period 
2000-2006. It presents the matching procedure we used to estimate the net effect of the projects 
scrutinised. The experiences from the evaluation not merely comprise the methodological aspect 
(how to evaluate effectiveness and efficiency of labour-market policies), but also consequences 
that can be drawn in respect to the institutional background.

Les nouvelles orientations du fond social européen : quel impact sur les restructurations ? / Karine 
Caunes, IUE, avril 2008 (projet AgirE)

Ce texte étudie comment les actions concourant à une gestion anticipée des restructurations 
peuvent être financées par le fonds social européen et les conditions d’efficacité de la mobilisation 
des financements correspondants.

Les nouvelles priorités du Fonds social européen (2007-2013) en matière de renforcement des 
capacités des administrations publiques et des partenaires sociaux / Marco Lopriore, Eipascope, 
2007/3

The most comprehensive source for publications on European Social fund: ESF Library - access to 
full reports and summaries in all available language versions. See especially The European Social 
Fund: Active Labour Market Policies and Public Employment Services

see also:

 ESF and the recovery , 

 The ESF and the crisis,

 EPMF - European Progress Microfinance Facility and 

 Shared commitment for employment (related documents on the right side of the pages) 

http://www.akademiai.com/content/b13x2210532273n1/fulltext.pdf
http://www.fse-agire.com/IMG/pdf/POL_08_Nouvelles_Orientations_FSE_KC.pdf
http://www.eipa.eu/files/repository/eipascope/20080304104042_MLO_SCOPE2007-3_Interent-1.pdf
http://www.eipa.eu/files/repository/eipascope/20080304104042_MLO_SCOPE2007-3_Interent-1.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/esf/library/library_en.htm#opt4
http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/esf/esf_crisis/esf_crisis_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/esf/news/news/article_7362_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=836&langId=en
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=514&furtherNews=yes
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News
 Commissioners urge Barroso to streamline EU funds, EurActiv, 8.9.2010, updated 

4.10.2010
 Future of cohesion policy sparks EU row, EurActiv, 24.8.2010, updated 30.9.2010
 French scheme sends farmers back to school, EurActiv, 23.9.2010, updated 30.9.2010
 National parliaments debate EU’s future regional policy, EurActiv, 15.7.2010, updated 

30.9.2010
 EU money having little effect on poverty in Hungary, EurActiv, 3.5.2010, updated 5.5.2010
 Cash-strapped states slow at tapping EU funds, EUobserver, 1.4.2010

Press releases on ESF from Agence Europe and Europolics since October 2009 - in the 
attachment

http://www.euractiv.com/en/regional-policy/commissioners-urge-barroso-streamline-eu-funds-news-497546
http://www.euractiv.com/en/regional-policy/future-cohesion-policy-sparks-eu-row-news-497081
http://www.euractiv.com/en/regional-policy/french-scheme-sends-farmers-back-school-news-498053
http://www.euractiv.com/en/national-parliaments-debate-eu-s-future-regional-policy-news-496380
http://www.euractiv.com/en/socialeurope/eu-money-is-having-little-effect-on-poverty-in-hungary-news-493631
http://euobserver.com/886/29806

