
 

 

First annual convention of the European 
Platform against Poverty and Social Exclusion 

 
The first annual convention of the European Platform against 
Poverty and Social Exclusion is set to take place in Krakow, 
Poland, on 17-18 October 2011. 
 
The fight against poverty and social exclusion in Europe will be 
the subject of a new annual convention organised by the 
European Commission and the Polish Presidency of the EU. 
 
With over 80 million Europeans currently living below the poverty 
line, the issue is high on the EU agenda. The first convention of 

the European Platform against Poverty and Social Exclusion, a flagship initiative launched 
under the EU’s Europe 2020 Strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth, will review 
progress made on the Strategy’s headline target of reducing the number of people living in, 
or at risk of, poverty by 20 million by the end of the decade. It will also take stock of the 
implementation of the Platform so far. 
 
In 2008, around 8 % of Europeans lived in such deprived conditions that they could not even 
afford basics such as heating or a telephone.1 The most vulnerable people in Europe have 
also been hit hardest by the economic crisis, with budget cuts to national welfare systems, a 
rise in indebtedness and insolvency, and high unemployment rates. Tackling poverty means 
supporting children and young people, overcoming discrimination, and addressing 
education, employment, and housing issues.  
 
The Krakow convention will give delegates the chance to see such work in action, with one 
full day of the event dedicated to visits to Polish organisations such as the  
 ‘Life Farm’, a centre providing housing, work, training and therapy for adults with autistic 

spectrum disorder;  

 ‘Spring Association’, which helps disadvantaged children and youths; a Roma integration 
project, and the 

 ‘Malopolska Social Policy Observatory’. 
 
The first and second days of the convention will be devoted to plenary sessions with national 
ministers and the EU Commission, as well as workshops with delegates. While the EU provides 
funding and sets Europe-wide rules, combating poverty is primarily the responsibility of 
Member States. The opening session of the convention will therefore see national ministers 
discussing the poverty targets they have set under Europe 2020. For example, France has 
fixed a target of reducing the number of people at risk of poverty by one third by 2012, while 
Germany has pledged to reduce the number of long-term unemployed by 20 percent by 
2020, and Poland aims to lift 1.5 million people out of poverty within a decade. 
 
Delegates will also have the chance to suggest future initiatives on poverty during parallel 
workshops on six different topics, including how to break the poverty cycle, poverty among 
older people, and the provision of education, training and employment. Around 400 
delegates have been invited to Krakow, including independent experts and journalists, 
delegates from NGOs, social partners and international organisations, as well as 
representatives from EU Member States, the EU institutions and the Polish Presidency. 
 
After the convention, the Presidency will present a report based on its conclusions to the 
Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs Council. 

                                                      
1 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52010DC0758:EN:NOT 
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