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ORAL QUESTION WITH DEBATE O-0000/2012
pursuant to Rule 115 of the Rules of Procedure
by Pervenche Berès, on behalf of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs
to the Commission

Subject: Youth Opportunities Initiative

The prolonged effects of the financial and economic crisis in Europe have led to a significant rise 
of youth unemployment which increased from 14.7% in 2008 to 22.1% in early 2011. Around 5.5 
million young people are unemployed in the EU, which means that over 1-in-5 people under 25 
cannot find a job. At the same time, many young people are failing to fulfil their educational 
potential or obtain the skills employers need. 7.5 million people aged 15 to 24 are currently 
neither in a job nor in education or training.

1. What update can the Commission provide on the work and progress of the "Action Teams" in 
the eight EU Member States addressed by the letter of Mr. Barroso? Can it precise the
quantitative and qualitative goals set in each country and the schedule for these to be achieved?
Does the Commission have an idea about the cost of the brain drain derived from young people 
for these countries?

2. Can the Commission give an indication on the use of the European Social Fund by these 
Member States with respect to tackling youth unemployment? Does the Commission intend to 
re-deploy part of the €22 billion of ESF solely to these eight Members States or to any other 
Member State seeking to improve job opportunities for young people? Given the financial 
constraints these eight countries are facing, has the Commission considered increasing co-
financing rates of Structural funds as a temporary and more ambitious measure than the 
reallocation of existing ones?

3. What role does the Commission foresee for the Parliament so that a better transparency and 
enhanced cooperation to be established in the process proposed to the Member States to allocate 
the € 82 billion still to be used from the total of €347 billion for the period 2007-2013?

4. Has the Commission considered looking for additional financial instruments to help Member 
States tackle youth unemployment?
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