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Deputy Director, 2013, World Development Report, The 
World Bank

Jesko S. Hentschel, a German national from Hamburg, joined the World Bank almost 
twenty years ago and has, during various assignments with the Bank, focused on 
poverty reduction and human development. His analytical work has focused 
especially on examining existing barriers for poverty reduction and on public policy 
design that reaches and is relevant for the poorest. Jesko lived and worked for the 
World Bank in Turkey, Argentina and Madagascar, holding positions as lead 
economist and human development coordinator. During a sabbatical from the Bank, 
Jesko consulted with the Inter-American Development Bank, the Department for 
International Development (UK) and several UN organizations. He was also a lecturer 
in development economics at the University of Potsdam (Germany). Jesko has 
published books and articles on the combination of qualitative and quantitative social 
science research methods, poverty measurement, equity and employment. He holds 
graduate degrees in social policy, as well as agricultural and international economics 
from the London School of Economics, the University of Wisconsin (Madison) and 
the University of Konstanz (Germany). 
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Dena Ringold is a Senior Economist with fifteen years experience working in Human 
Development at the World Bank. Her research interests include social inclusion of 
minorities, safety nets, and governance. Prior to joining the WDR team Dena worked 
in the Office of the Chief Economist for Human Development. Dena began her career 
at the Bank in the Europe and Central Asia (ECA) Region, where she worked on 
operations and analytical programs with a focus on social protection and local service 
delivery in Central and Southeast Europe. While in ECA she helped to initiate the 
Bank's first qualitative and quantitative analyses of the Roma minority and helped to 
set up the Roma Education Fund. She has also worked on social protection in the 
Latin America and Caribbean (LAC) Region. In 2005, Dena was an Ian Axford 
Fellow in public policy based at the Ministry of Maori Development in Wellington, 
New Zealand. She holds an MSc in economics and government from the London 



School of Economics and a BA in history and political science from Swarthmore 
College.


