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ORAL QUESTION O-0000/09
pursuant to Rule 115 of the Rules of Procedure
by Pervenche Berès, on behalf of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs
to the Commission

Subject: Relocation of undertakings in the EU and the role of EU financial instruments

The European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF) supports active labour market measures of 
the Member States in favour of workers made redundant either as a result of major structural 
changes in world trade patterns due to globalisation or as a result of the financial and economic 
crisis. The implementation of the EGF as an instrument of employment and social policy is 
intertwined with the internal market and the European competition, industrial and cohesion 
policy. In this respect, the recent discussion about the assistance of the EGF for redundant 
workers of the Dell Company in Ireland and the simultaneous approval of Polish state aid to the 
same company for the creation of a new factory, raised some concerns about the coordination of 
the respective policy areas.

Which are the instruments that the Commission has in place to ensure that a transfer of 
production within the European Union is in no way encouraged by, and cannot benefit from 
European financial aid?

When authorising a state aid, how does the Commission make sure that job losses and social 
consequences at other locations in the EU are not linked to the state aid in question?

How does the Commission ensure that the effective implementation of the structural funds is not 
foiled by the granting of state aid? 

Which are the instruments that the Commission has in place to ensure that Community funding 
in one part of the European Union, in particular through the European Social Fund and the 
European Regional Development Fund, does not result in a loss of jobs in another part of the 
Union?

How will the Commission ensure that European or national public programmes in place to 
remedy the consequences of job losses for redundant workers will not lead to situations in which 
enterprises can cost effectively create and dispose jobs without regard as to their social 
responsibility?
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