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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1.. Notes that social and employment policies are national powers coordinated using the open 
method of coordination and exploiting all possible synergies in order to ensure positive 
development in the European Union in the face of globalisation and to meet the challenge 
of social and labour market reintegration in the Member States; notes also that the 
European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF) is an instrument that was set up in order 
to support this objective and to assist workers in cases of large-scale redundancies;

2.. Calls for funds to be allocated to the EGF budget line at least from the next financial 
framework so as to simplify their use, to reduce application processing time in order to 
provide more effective assistance for workers made redundant, and to standardise 
procedures;

3. Calls on the Member States to involve the social partners right from the outset in the task 
of preparing applications;

4.. Requests the Member States to put in place a communication and administration structure 
for the EGF at national level, in consultation with all stakeholders, and to exchange good 
practice at European level, which will allow the EGF to take rapid and effective action in 
cases of large-scale redundancies;

5. Points out that Regulation (EC) No 1927/2006 allows countries to submit joint requests 
for assistance from the EGF where the workers affected in a geographical area or a given 
sector are not concentrated in a single Member State;

6. Calls on the Member States to adopt a personalised approach to assistance for redundant 
workers, particularly in cases of large-scale redundancies, so as to improve workers' 
opportunities on a labour market that is undergoing profound restructuring; to this end, 
recommends that the Member States step up their exchanges of good practice, especially
making use of Progress; 

7. Urges the Member States to use the EGF to implement European objectives, to promote 
new skills for new jobs and to promote lifelong learning, so as to allow workers to 
develop their individual careers and to contribute to improving the competitiveness of the 
EU in the context of globalisation;

8. Reminds undertakings of their responsibility to do all they can to ensure that workers can, 
right from the start of their period of unemployment, authenticate their experience 
acquired, so as to ensure that their retraining is as specific and as rapid as possible and that 
they obtain new, stable jobs with a promising future;

9. Takes note of a wide disparity between cases, arising from the diverse situations in each 
Member State; calls therefore on the Commission to draw up a proposal seeking greater 
flexibility in the intervention criteria applying to each Member State, so as to adapt them 
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more closely to specific national economic situations, assessing the possibility of 
extending the reference period and the parameters of the undertakings concerned;

10. Calls on the Commission to avoid creating distortions in competition, by encouraging the 
creation of a uniform set of obligations on undertakings relating to redundancies in the 
European Union;

11. Invites the Commission to present, in its annual report, statistics showing the effectiveness 
of the EGF and of training strategies aimed at getting people back to work;

12. Requests the Commission to publish its data on the efficiency of use of the EGF in the 
interest of sound EU budgetary management, so as to allow Parliament to conduct an ex 
post control.


