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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas GDP, while an important indicator of economic growth, is totally inadequate as 
an instrument for guiding policy to meet the challenges of the 21st century,

B. whereas more inclusive indicators that incorporate social and environmental gains and 
losses are needed to supplement GDP, as well as indices to measure sustainable 
development,

1. Notes that there is an increasing gap between what official statistics say about economic 
performance and how people perceive their own living conditions, and that this leads to a 
lack of trust in government and the democratic process;

2. Stresses the need to engage society in order to build a consensus which can provide the 
legitimacy that is necessary to develop a shared view of societal goals;

3. Calls for both qualitative and quantitative metrics to be issued in a timely manner in order 
to enhance policy making;

4. Underlines the need to measure quality of life in societies and notes that such 
measurement will require metrics from at least the following categories: health, education, 
employment, connectedness, political engagement, material wellbeing and environment;

5. Notes that, as well as measuring quality of life and wellbeing, we also need to measure 
progress, which is multidimensional and dynamic, and incorporates both material and 
non-material aspects;

6. Stresses the need to measure ‘coping with income’ and the degree to which people are 
living well in terms of financial and material assets, including minimum income, 
indebtedness, quality of housing and the adequacy of social security systems;

7. Calls for indices to reflect distributional issues in society in order to monitor social 
inclusion;

8. Stresses the need to measure both unpaid and paid work;

9. Calls for the adoption and promotion of the ILO Manual on the Measurement of 
Volunteer Work.


