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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Regional 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Draws attention to the fact that social cohesion and territorial cohesion are fundamental 
principles in determining all EU policies and activities, as laid down in Article 7 of the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), and that their implementation 
should take due account of the provisions of Article 9 of the TFEU;

2. Affirms that the goal of cohesion policies should be sustainable economic growth evenly 
spread both territorially and socially, job creation and the implementation of the European 
social model, which constitutes a factor of cohesion and competitiveness for the European 
economy;

3. Considers cohesion policy to be a pillar of the EU’s economic policy and long-term 
investment strategy;

4. Believes that the difficulties created by the economic crisis should prompt the 
Commission to submit without delay a proposal for the reform of the Structural Funds that 
is ambitious and consistent with the objectives laid down by the Europe 2020 strategy and 
takes due account, among other things, of the positions expressed in Parliament’s 
resolution A7-0267/2010;

5. Considers that, to ensure the success of the Europe 2020 strategy, EU social and territorial 
cohesion policies should be closely interconnected within a new framework establishing 
strong synergies between EU policies and all the structural funds; stresses that the 
European Social Fund is the only instrument specifically aimed at the labour market and 
social inclusion and that it therefore needs be strengthened;

6. Considers that, in order to be used profitably, the ESF must focus on investing in skills, 
ongoing training and retraining, the proper functioning of the labour market and social 
conditions, with a view to promoting employability, productivity, growth and employment 
in Europe;

7. Calls on the Commission to increase the ESF’s contribution in the context of the future 
architecture of the Structural Funds; considers that the ESF should be brought under a 
regulation and a basic strategic framework laying down general provisions on the 
cohesion funds, while maintaining its own rules, and operational and funding 
arrangements;

8. Acknowledges the uneven impact of the economic crisis on the EU’s territory and 
population; believes that the new strategy for the use of funds will be more effective if it 
involves regional and local levels of governance, which are capable of applying the 
strategic objectives to local conditions, inter alia through a structured dialogue with all 
stakeholders;
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9. Calls on the Commission to submit a proposal for reform of the Structural Funds with a 
view to streamlining procedures and rules for their use, improving the monitoring system 
and enhancing the transparency of fund allocation in order to make the EU's cohesion 
policies more visible. 


