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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Industry, 
Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
in its motion for a resolution:

1. Considers that innovation should be used to solve society’s problems, stresses the 
importance of the pilot partnership in the field of active and healthy ageing, considers that 
similar innovation partnerships should also be developed to prevent and remedy other 
crucial health and social problems, and recommends taking advantage of the various 
Member States’ capacity to initiate partnerships more swiftly than others;

2. Stresses the importance of information and communications technology (ICT) in all
innovative activity, recommends promoting the widespread use of ICT, promoting R&D
in this field, favouring open-source codes and thus facilitating greater participation by 
citizens and SMEs in the development of applications and new services;

3. Recommends involving all citizens in innovation and empowering them to innovate, 
supports the Commission’s proposal for a European social innovation pilot project and its 
proposal that social innovation should become a central priority of European Social Fund 
(ESF) programmes;

4. Stresses the importance of raising the level of training, particularly lifelong learning, and 
developing training activities better to enhance innovativeness and entrepreneurship;

5. Considers that an effective European research area should be created as a matter of 
urgency, in which obstacles to the mobility of researchers should be eliminated;

6. Recommends that innovation should also be promoted by means of joint cross-border 
public-sector projects, by coordinating EU, Member States’ and regional public funding 
better than hitherto and reducing the associated bureaucracy, and by means of measures to 
promote venture capital investment in businesses with growth potential.


