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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Regional 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission’s fifth report on economic, social and territorial cohesion, 
which proposes directions that policy in this area might take in the future, in particular,  
linking it to the Europe 2020 strategy, with a common strategic framework which would 
translate the Europe 2020 objectives into investment priorities;

2. Approves the intention of developing new macro-regional strategies and calls for steps to 
be taken to identify and combat regional disparities, such as in access to employment and 
education;

3. Stresses the fact that the ESF provides crucial support for employment market policies and 
plays an important part in boosting social inclusion;

4. Calls for the effectiveness of the ESF to be increased through more results-oriented action
and to this end considers that ex ante setting of clear and measurable targets and outcome 
indicators is needed;

5. Asks the Commission to improve the visibility of ESF action and to make the ESF more 
accessible and capable of providing more support for integration into the job market, 
particularly by setting up lifelong training to help workers adapt their skills to the needs of 
the job market;

6. Considers that better harmonisation between the various Structural Funds should be 
achieved and that in particular the synergies between the ESF and the ERDF should be 
improved;

7. Underlines that particular attention should be paid to developing innovation and the 
capacity to create SME projects, which are some of the main job creators;

8. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to simplify procedures and reduce 
excessive administrative costs and the number of other obstacles to achieving the EU’s 
objectives for growth and job creation. 


