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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas the economic, financial and social crisis is continuing, with 23 million 
unemployed, including 5.2 million young people,

1. Stresses that the 2012 budget must provide support for the five main objectives of the 
2020 strategy, in particular increasing the rate of employment and reducing the number of 
people in, or at risk of, poverty and social exclusion;

2. Calls for funding for the flagship initiatives 'New Skills for New Jobs', 'Youth on the 
Move' and 'European Platform against Poverty and Social Exclusion';

3. Is of the opinion that those objectives require national budgets and the Union budget to be 
comparable, compatible and complementary;

4. Is also of the opinion that, unless available resources are used more innovatively and 
effectively, Member States' budgetary consolidation cannot be sustainable;

5. Argues, accordingly, in favour of a shared approach to corporate restructuring through a 
strengthened role for the social partners and the dissemination of good practices 
concerning training for workers made redundant;

6. Underscores the role of the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund in this process, and 
calls for an increase in payment appropriations for the relevant budget heading;

7. Calls for better use of PROGRESS so as to enhance how public employment services 
function with regard to active labour-market measures, and points out that, under the 
microfinancing facility agreement, the budget for PROGRESS must be topped up;

8. Insists on an increase in European Social Fund payment appropriations;

9. Stresses that, with a view to reducing the number of people in, or at risk of, poverty, the 
Union's programmes must be geared to migrants and other vulnerable groups, such as the 
Roma;

10. Takes the view that the EU budget must provide support for partner countries in the 
Mediterranean region in reforming their labour markets and vocational training systems.


