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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Industry, 
Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions 
in its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that offshore oil and gas production involves extremely high risks for worker 
health and safety, owing to the at times extreme environmental conditions, the 12-hour 
shift patterns and the isolated working environment, and considers that working 
conditions should be regulated, in particular in view of the human errors they may cause;

2. Welcomes the fact that the Commission intends to review Directive 92/91/EEC, and calls 
for an approach based on maximum, and not minimum, harmonisation, given that the 
latter may give rise to disparities in treatment between workers within the same company, 
depending on their place of work; 

3. Emphasises the need for systems providing for effective checks by inspection bodies, 
using innovative methods such as specific audits of working time or rescue operations;

4. Believes that a health and safety culture needs to be developed by engaging employers 
and securing the active participation of workers, in particular by consulting them, 
involving them in devising and applying safety procedures, and informing them of the 
potential risk involved;

5. Calls on the Commission to consider the possibility of laying down training requirements 
for workers involved in high-risk tasks;

6. Calls for strict safety and training rules to be applied to subcontractors, who must have the 
necessary qualifications to carry out maintenance and construction work;

7. Calls for companies based in the EU to apply the same worker health and safety rules in 
all their operations around the world. 


