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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Culture and 
Education, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that the percentage of early school leavers in the EU currently stands at 14.4% and 
that 17.4% of these have only completed primary school;

2. Notes that a reduction to 10% would have an effect in reducing youth unemployment and 
in improving the employment rate, since currently 52% of school leavers are unemployed;  
considers that reducing the early school leaving rate by only 1% could boost the number of 
qualified potential employees by 500 000;

3. Considers that the Commission should present to the committee in a year’s time a survey,
assessment and evaluation of national reform programmes;

4. Urges the Member States to carry out an analysis of the problem of early school leaving, 
while taking due account of data protection, and to develop appropriate packages of 
measures for prevention, intervention and compensation;

5. Advocates flexible, needs-based forms of learning at schools and stresses that this 
challenge must be addressed in particular by primary schools and in the early years of 
secondary schooling; takes the view that teaching staff should be qualified for this purpose;

6. Notes that pupils’ personal situations, e.g. gender, low level of education in the family or a 
migrant background, must be taken into account, and that these pupils must be given 
targeted encouragement from the outset; stresses that Roma children and children with no 
identity papers must be enabled to attend school;

7. Urges that special individual careers advice be given to early school leavers to facilitate 
their entry into the world of work, and that they should be enabled by means of specially 
tailored measures to obtain skills and qualifications later; 

8. Proposes, in the context of the 2012 EU budget, a pilot project aimed at integrating early 
school leavers successfully into the labour market;

9. Advocates the targeted deployment of the structural funds for early school leavers.


