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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Culture and 
Education, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Notes that volunteering involves citizens in local and cross-border development and 
therefore plays a role in fostering active citizenship, thereby strengthening cohesion and 
participative democracy;

2. Notes that volunteering contributes to fighting poverty while helping to achieve economic 
and social cohesion;

3. Stresses that volunteering should not be a substitute for paid work;

4. Calls on the Commission, in the context of Europe 2020, to develop and support 
initiatives to ensure that volunteering contributes to smart, sustainable and inclusive 
growth;

5. Calls on the Commission to make the European Skills Passport a reality as soon as 
possible;

6. Asks the Commission to ensure that adequate funding is provided for programmes to 
support cross-border volunteering;

7. Proposes the setting up of a cross-border network of voluntary organisations in the various 
Member States;

8. Calls on Member States to ensure legal certainty for volunteers so that different regimes in 
different Member States do not constitute barriers to cross-border volunteering and also to 
ensure better provision of information to volunteers in connection with their rights and the 
regulatory and institutional arrangements pertaining in the various Member States;

9. Calls on the Member States to promote the use of volunteer time as matching funding for 
European projects, in particular cross-border initiatives;

10. Calls on the Commission to encourage Member States to adopt the ILO Manual on the 
Measurement of Volunteer Work in order to ensure robust comparable data which can 
help improve policy-making.


