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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Regional 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Underlines that employment and social policies play an important role in territorial 
development and have much to contribute to achieving the cohesion policy objectives;

2. Considers that a territorial approach can be an effective mechanism for promoting 
development, employment, education and poverty reduction, which are core objectives of 
the Europe 2020 strategy;

3. Believes that an integrated territorial approach for the ESF is vital for implementation of 
the subsidiarity principle through multilevel governance and underlines the importance of 
ensuring adequate capacity at local and regional level;

4. Notes that there are considerable employment and social disparities both between and 
within regions; believes that programmes have to be tailored to regional and sub-regional 
needs and considers that the ESF has to continue supporting the development of local 
approaches in the field of employment and social inclusion;

5. Considers it important that partnership contracts and operational programmes provide a 
comprehensive analysis of the disparities and development needs of territories and 
integrated strategies to address the specific needs of those geographical areas most 
affected by unemployment and poverty or of target groups at highest risk of 
discrimination or social exclusion, with special regard to marginalised communities;

6. Calls on the Member States to ensure an open dialogue with the interested parties for the 
preparation of partnership contracts and operational programmes; believes that, in order to 
efficiently use the territorial approach for actions funded from the ESF, it is essential to 
build mutual trust between stakeholders.


