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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Women’s 
Rights and Gender Equality, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses the importance of the flagship initiative Platform against Poverty and Social 
Exclusion; invites the Member States to make full use of the EU PROGRESS programme 
and the upcoming Programme for Social Change and Innovation, especially with regard to 
the effective implementation of gender equality objectives; calls on the Member States to 
take the necessary actions to access the European Social Fund and to utilise the funds for 
targeted programmes against poverty;

2. Observes that, since the beginning of the crisis, the unemployment rate for women has 
consistently been higher than that for men, which only adds to the existing challenges 
women are facing in the labour market, including direct or indirect discrimination, double 
discrimination of women with disabilities, gender pay-gap, part-time work, precarious 
working conditions, in-work poverty, high concentration in the informal sector with lower 
earnings, less social protection and insufficient pension rights; in this respect, asks the 
Commission to issue a recommendation to the Member States on combating labour 
market segmentation leading to women’s insufficient access to quality employment with 
decent remuneration;

3. Invites Member States to support women’s participation in the labour market by measures 
such as guaranteeing free access to public childcare and care services for dependent 
persons, increasing resources for education, and professional qualification programmes;

4. Is concerned at the deep cuts in public expenditure resulting from the imposition of 
austerity measures, leading to severe cutbacks in public-sector jobs and services which are 
forcing many women to shift from paid to unpaid work, exposing them to a high risk of 
poverty;

5. Draws the Member States’ attention to the need for income-enhancing measures, 
including the development of minimum income schemes and social assistance 
programmes for persons having difficulty in meeting their basic needs, in particular 
persons with children, and especially single parents.


