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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

– having regard to the Europe 2020 strategy, which calls for smart and green growth,

A. whereas promoting the bioeconomy will lead to economic growth and create a significant 
number of jobs in rural, coastal and industrial areas;

B. whereas the bioeconomy will make us less dependent on mainly imported fossil fuels;

1. Calls for the development of a more innovative, resource-efficient and competitive society 
which can ensure that food security goes hand in hand with the sustainable use of 
renewable resources;

2. Points out that 22 million people are already employed in the bioeconomy;

3. Draws attention to the fact that the bioeconomy can provide considerable additional 
income for farmers;

4. Draws attention to the Horizon 2020 programme, which has created around 130 000 jobs 
in the bioeconomy; looks to the Member States to step up their bioeconomy assistance 
programmes;

5. Calls on the Commission to develop participatory models which can be used to forge 
closer links between citizens and end-users with a view to fostering a closer relationship 
between science, society and politics, and to point out the benefits of the bioeconomy and 
its importance for society, growth, jobs and social innovation;

6. Calls for more detailed research into the opportunity costs involved, given the impact of 
the bioeconomy on the use of scarce natural resources and the environmental cost of the 
resultant loss of biodiversity;

7. Calls on the Member States to offer degree courses on the bioeconomy and to develop 
vocational training programmes to ensure that the EU plays a pioneering, innovative and 
leading role in this field;

8. Stresses that the EU must seek to improve its capacity to innovate by turning the results of 
research into commercial success as it currently takes too long for the EU to transform 
research and innovation results into marketable products;

9. Considers that the bioeconomy makes it possible to produce industrial commodities at 
lower costs, using less energy and creating less environmental pollution;

10. Calls for the development of industrial infrastructure and optimised supply chains for bio-
based products in rural and coastal areas with a view to creating new jobs in agriculture, 
forestry and aquaculture; calls for EU rural development funding to be made available for 
this purpose.


