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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Women’s 
Rights and Gender Equality, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that poor employability of Roma women caused by both discriminatory practices 
and their low level of education is a key issue, and that, therefore, addressing poor 
employability is the most important tool in achieving a higher employment rate, in
decreasing dependency on social assistance and in reducing the risk of poverty;

2. Reiterates that Roma education gaps have an important gender dimension where 
according to data, the literacy rate of Roma women is on average 68 %, compared to 81 % 
for Roma men, and where the primary school enrolment rate for Roma girls is just 64 %;

3. Stresses that limited access to education increases the risk of early marriages and early 
pregnancy, which leads to early school-leaving, and which also has the consequence of 
limiting employment opportunities in adulthood which, after all, causes a higher risk of 
poverty;

4. Is of the view that increasing sexual education among Roma students could have a 
positive impact in reducing the instance of school-leaving, which is often a consequence 
of early pregnancy and early marriage;

5. Emphasises that educating Roma girls has a complex impact in improving the lives of 
Roma people. For example, it is a crucial condition for increasing the employability of 
Roma women, providing some income security, and it is essential in overcoming poverty; 
calls, therefore, on the Member States to ensure more inclusive and effective education 
systems, taking the improvement of jobs skills to match the demands of the labour market 
as a priority;

6. Stresses that Roma youth are particularly vulnerable to unemployment, running the risk of 
being permanently excluded from mainstream society; highlights, therefore, the 
importance of assuring the possibility of finishing primary and/or secondary education, as 
well as vocational training at a later stage, which can dramatically increase the
employability of Roma youth;

7. Takes the view that reshaping welfare systems is necessary in order to decrease 
dependency on social assistance, while stimulating active participation on the labour 
market;

8. Notes that increasing efforts in providing access to child-care facilities for reconciliation 
of family and working life in rural areas could have a positive impact.


