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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses that new environment policy initiatives at EU level should be preceded by solid 
impact assessments focusing on employment and labour market opportunities;

2. Recalls that the Member States should support initiatives that facilitate the development of 
sectors with high employment potential and, in particular, that aid in the transformation 
towards a sustainable economy and the creation of green jobs;

3. Underlines the fact the targets set within the Framework Directive on Waste, the 
Packaging Directive and WEEE Directive create opportunities for new employment in 
various sectors of the economy via a spill-over effect, and conducive environments for 
relevant industries should therefore be fostered in order that they may exploit their full 
job-creation potential;

4. Recalls that improved implementation of EU legislation on waste will contribute to 
economic development, and thus to job creation; stresses that recycling – a labour-
intensive sector – can be an important source of jobs and should be favoured in the revised 
EU waste framework;

5. Stresses that the innovations currently taking place in plastics production (not least in the 
field of nanotechnology) and their impact on the management of plastic waste raise new
challenges to health and safety at work, and calls on the Commission to consider these 
challenges in future action on plastic waste;

6. Underlines the fact that appropriate levels of training and skills are needed for eco-
innovations to flourish, and for EU waste legislation to be implemented correctly; recalls,
in this context, that the European Social Fund could be helpful in preparing the labour 
force for an increased demand for green jobs.


