
AD\802946EN.doc PE430.260v02-00

EN United in diversity EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

2009/0108(COD)

29.1.2010

OPINION
of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety

for the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy

on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council 
concerning measures to safeguard security of gas supply and repealing 
Directive 2004/67/EC
(COM(2009)0363 – C7-0097/2009 – 2009/0108(COD))

Rapporteur: Bogusław Sonik



PE430.260v02-00 2/20 AD\802946EN.doc

EN

PA_Legam



AD\802946EN.doc 3/20 PE430.260v02-00

EN

SHORT JUSTIFICATION

Among all fossil fuels gas is the lowest CO2-emitteur, and as such, it plays a key role in 
Europe's transition towards a low-carbon energy system. Today one quarter of Europe's 
primary energy consumption is gas, and almost 60% of the gas is imported.1 Though the EU's 
2020 targets for renewables, energy efficiency and greenhouse gas emissions reduction would 
contribute to stabilisation of the increase of the demand for gas, falling domestic production 
would still lead to a situation where EU's dependence on gas import would stagnate or even 
further increase. The Russian-Ukrainian gas crises in January 2009, where 30% of Europe's 
import was cut off for two weeks, made it clear that under the present circumstances of 
increasing import dependence and growing supply and transit risk, the current Directive on 
the security of gas supply2 is no longer sufficient and its review is necessary. Moreover it has 
to be stressed that for some of the Member States the supply disruption in January 2009 put 
on hold 100% of their gas import from Russia and there is still a Member State which 
situation after the gas disruption has not been settled down yet.  

Those circumstances reveal to the maximum extend that process of building fully liberalized 
internal energy market is unfinished and there is a pressing need for establishing measures 
enhancing security of gas supply within the EU.

With regard to environmental issues, the rapporteur for opinion is of the view that security of 
supply must be reconciled with environmental protection in order to provide Europe with 
energy on a sustainable basis:

 The environmental impact of the proposed supply and demand side measures should 
be taken into due account. Even in an emergency situation preference should be given 
to measures with the least impact on the environment. 

 It should be noted that switching from gas to fuels would result in greater greenhouse 
gas emission when gas is replaced by e.g. coal and fuel oil, 

 Energy saving and energy efficiency has a pivotal role in preventing and mitigating 
the crises, therefore such measures should be further emphasised. In this respect 
particular attention should be paid to the ongoing negotiations on the so-called energy 
efficiency package, i.e. the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of 
the Council on the energy performance of buildings3 and the proposal for a Directive 
of the European Parliament and of the Council on labelling of tyres with respect to 
fuel efficiency and other essential parameters4.

 The role of sustainable indigenous energy sources should be better emphasised. The 
integration of gas from renewable energy sources into the gas network infrastructure 
should be facilitated. 

 The rolling out of new energy infrastructure should be done after appropriate 
environmental impact assessment when required by specific legislation particularly by 
Directive 2001/42/EC and Council Directive 85/337/EEC, and with due respect to the 
environment and in particular to the nature protection areas under Natura 2000.

                                               
1 EU-27 average, 2007 figure
2 Council Directive 2004/67/EC of 26 April 2004 concerning measures to safeguard security of natural gas 

supply; OJ L 127, 29.4.2004, p. 92
3 2008/0223 (COD)
4 2008/0221 (COD)
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AMENDMENTS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
amendments in its report:

Amendment 1

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 8 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(8) The failure of the largest single gas 
infrastructure or gas supply source, the so-
called N-1 principle, is a realistic scenario.  
Using the failure of such infrastructure or 
supply source as a benchmark of what 
Member States should be able to 
compensate is a valid starting point for 
ensuring their security of gas supply.

(8) The failure of the largest single gas 
infrastructure, the so-called N-1 principle, 
is a realistic scenario.  Using the failure of 
such infrastructure as a benchmark of what 
Member States should be able to 
compensate is a valid starting point for 
ensuring their security of gas supply. 

Justification
The gas crisis at the beginning of 2009 showed that undertakings can guarantee supplies even 
if a gas supply source fails.

Amendment 2

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 9

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(9) Sufficient gas infrastructure within a 
Member State and across the Community 
is essential for tackling supply 
interruptions. Common minimum criteria 
on security of gas supply should ensure a 
level playing field for security of gas 
supply and should create significant 
incentives to build the necessary 
infrastructure and to improve the level of 
preparedness in case of crisis. Demand side 
measures such as fuel switching may have 
a valuable role to play in ensuring energy 

(9) Sufficient gas infrastructure within a 
Member State and across the Community 
is essential for tackling supply 
interruptions. Common minimum criteria 
on security of gas supply should ensure a 
level playing field for security of gas 
supply and should create significant 
incentives to build the necessary 
infrastructure and to improve the level of 
preparedness in case of crisis. Demand side 
measures such as fuel switching may have 
a valuable role to play in ensuring energy 
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security where they can be applied quickly 
and reduce demand appreciably to react to 
a supply disruption.

security where they can be applied quickly 
and reduce demand appreciably to react to 
a supply disruption. It should be noted, 
however, that switching to fossil fuel 
would result in higher greenhouse gas 
emissions. The efficient use of energy as a 
demand-side measure should be further 
promoted. The environmental impact of 
the proposed demand and supply-side 
measures should be taken into due 
account and preference should be given to 
measures with the least impact on the 
environment. Any investment in the 
infrastructure should be made with due 
respect for the environment and the 
related acquis communautaire.

Amendment 3

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 10

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(10) Investments in new gas infrastructure 
should be strongly promoted. They should 
enhance the security of gas supply while 
ensuring the proper functioning of the 
internal market in natural gas. Where an 
infrastructure investment is of cross-border 
nature the Agency for the Cooperation of 
Energy Regulators established by 
Regulation (EC) No .../… of the European 
Parliament and of the Council ("ACER") 
and the European Network of Transmission 
System Operators for Gas ("ENTSO-G") 
should be closely involved in order to take 
better account of the cross-border 
implications.

(10) Investments in new gas infrastructure 
should be strongly promoted and should 
be effected only after an appropriate 
environmental impact assessment. Such 
new infrastructure should enhance the 
security of gas supply while ensuring the 
proper functioning of the internal market in 
natural gas. Investments should as a 
matter of fundamental principle be made 
by undertakings and be based on 
economic incentives. The integration of 
gas from renewable energy sources into 
the gas network infrastructure should be 
facilitated. Where an infrastructure 
investment is of cross-border nature the 
Agency for the Cooperation of Energy 
Regulators established by Regulation (EC) 
No .../… of the European Parliament and 
of the Council ("ACER") and the European 
Network of Transmission System 
Operators for Gas ("ENTSO-G") should be 
closely involved in order to take better 
account of the cross-border implications.
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Amendment 4

Proposal for regulation
Recital 11

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(11) Different sources of Community 
funding are available to support Member 
States to finance the necessary investment 
in indigenous production and
infrastructure, notably loans and guarantees 
from the European Investment Bank or 
funding from regional, structural or 
cohesion funds. The European Investment 
Bank as well as the Community external 
instruments such as ENPI, IPA and DCI 
can also finance actions in third countries 
in order to improve security of energy 
supply.

(11) Different sources of Community 
funding are available to support Member 
States to finance the necessary investment 
in indigenous production, infrastructure
and energy efficiency measures, notably 
loans and guarantees from the European 
Investment Bank or funding from regional, 
structural or cohesion funds. The European 
Investment Bank as well as the Community 
external instruments such as ENPI, IPA 
and DCI can also finance actions in third 
countries in order to improve security of 
energy supply. Community funding is 
especially important to improve 
interconnectivity of regions and Member 
States which are considered to be "energy 
islands".

Amendment 5

Proposal for regulation
Recital 15

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(15) The precise definition of the roles and 
responsibilities of all natural gas 
undertakings and Competent Authorities is 
therefore crucial in maintaining the well-
functioning of the internal market, 
particularly in supply disruptions and crisis 
situations.

(15) The precise definition of the roles and 
responsibilities of all natural gas 
undertakings, Competent Authorities and
the Commission is therefore crucial in 
maintaining the well-functioning of the 
internal market, particularly in supply 
disruptions and crisis situations.

Amendment 6
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Proposal for regulation
Recital 22

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(22) In order to ensure the highest level of 
preparedness in case of supply disruption, 
Emergency Plans should be established by 
all natural gas undertakings together with 
the Competent Authorities. Such plans 
should be mutually consistent. Their 
content should follow best practices among 
existing plans and should define clear roles 
and responsibilities for all concerned 
natural gas undertakings and Competent 
Authorities. Joint emergency plans at 
regional level, should be established where 
possible and necessary. 

(22) In order to ensure the highest level of 
preparedness in case of supply disruption, 
Emergency Plans should be established by 
all natural gas undertakings together with 
the Competent Authorities. Such plans 
should be mutually consistent at national, 
regional and Community level. Their 
content should follow best practices among 
existing plans and should define clear roles 
and responsibilities for all concerned 
natural gas undertakings and Competent 
Authorities. Joint emergency plans at 
regional level, should be established where 
possible and necessary. 

Amendment 7

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 23 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(23) To strengthen the solidarity between 
Member States in the case of a Community 
Emergency and in particular to support 
Member States which are exposed to less 
favourable geographical or geological 
conditions, Member States should devise 
specific measures to exercise solidarity, 
including measures such as commercial 
agreements between natural gas 
undertakings, compensation mechanisms,
increased gas exports or increased releases 
from storages. Solidarity measures may be 
particularly appropriate between Member 
States for which the Commission 
recommends the establishment of joint 
preventive actions plans or emergency 
plans at regional level.

23) To strengthen the solidarity between 
Member States in the case of a Community 
Emergency and in particular to support 
Member States which are exposed to less 
favourable geographical or geological 
conditions, for instance Member States 
which are "energy islands", Member 
States should devise specific measures to 
exercise solidarity, as referred to in Article 
194 of the Treaty on the Functioning of 
the European Union, including measures 
such as commercial agreements between 
natural gas undertakings, compensation 
mechanisms, increased gas exports or 
increased releases from storages. Solidarity 
measures may be particularly appropriate 
between Member States for which the 
Commission recommends the 
establishment of joint preventive actions 
plans or emergency plans at regional level.
Commercial agreements between 
undertakings based on the establishment 
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of joint preventive action plans and 
emergency plans should be promoted.

Justification

No binding rules should be laid down concerning possible solidarity measures or 
compensation arrangements.

Amendment 8

Proposal for a regulation
Article 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

This Regulation establishes measures 
aimed at safeguarding the security of gas 
supply so as to ensure the proper and 
continuous functioning of the internal 
market for gas by providing for a clear 
definition and attribution of responsibilities 
and for a coordination of the response at 
the level of the Member States and the 
Community regarding both preventive 
action and the reaction to concrete 
disruptions of supply.

This Regulation establishes measures 
aimed at safeguarding the security of gas 
supply by ensuring the proper and 
continuous functioning of the internal 
market for gas and by establishing 
exceptional measures to be implemented 
when the market can no longer deliver the 
required gas supplies by providing for a 
clear definition and attribution of 
responsibilities and for a coordination of 
the response at the level of the Member 
States and the Community regarding both 
preventive action and the reaction to 
concrete disruptions of supply or serious 
and reliable threats of such disruptions, in 
the spirit of solidarity between the 
Member States.

Justification

Actual disruptions of supply should not be the only grounds for reaction;  serious and reliable 
threats of disruptions should also be a trigger. The spirit of solidarity should be emphasised 
in the Regulation, in accordance with the European Council conclusions of March 2009.

Amendment 9

Proposal for a regulation
Article 2 – paragraph 2 – point 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(1) "protected customers" means all 
household customers already connected to 

(1) "protected customers" means all 
household customers already connected to 
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a gas distribution network, and, if the 
Member State concerned so decides, can 
also include small and medium-sized 
enterprises, schools and hospitals provided 
that they are already connected to a gas 
distribution network;

a gas distribution network, and, if the 
Member State concerned so decides, can 
also include other customers, such as
small and medium-sized enterprises, 
schools and hospitals and other 
institutions providing medical, social and 
educational public services provided that 
they are already connected to a gas 
distribution network; 

Justification

Member States should be entitled to define the list of protect customers at national legislation 
level according to their needs and further extend the scope of protected consumers if they 
consider it necessary.

Amendment 10

Proposal for a regulation
Article 3 – paragraph 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4a. The Commission shall implement the 
measures within its competence that are 
provided for in this Regulation. Those 
measures shall include, in particular, the 
annual risk assessment referred to in 
Article 8(1a) and the continuous 
monitoring of security of gas supply at 
Community level.

Justification

Given the cross-border nature of gas crises, prevention and preparation should also be 
organised at Commission/Community level.

Amendment 11

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. By [31 March 2011; 12 months from 
entry into force] at the latest, the 
Competent Authority, after consultation of 
the natural gas undertakings, of the 

1. By [31 March 2011; 12 months from 
entry into force], the Competent Authority, 
after consultation of the natural gas 
undertakings, of the relevant organisations 
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relevant organisations representing the 
interests of household and industrial 
customers and of the regulatory authority, 
where it is not the Competent Authority, 
shall establish:

representing the interests of household 
customers, industrial customers and other
stakeholders and of the regulatory 
authority, where it is not the Competent 
Authority, and in accordance with 
paragraph 2, shall establish:

Justification

Given the cross-border nature of gas crises, crisis prevention and preparation should be 
better coordinated at Community level. The obligation to consult the competent authorities of 
other Member States and the Commission should be further emphasised.

Amendment 12

Proposal for a regulation
Article 4 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. Before adopting those Plans the 
Competent Authorities shall exchange 
information and consult each other and the 
Commission to ensure that their Plans and 
measures are mutually consistent at the 
appropriate regional level. These 
consultations shall cover, as a minimum, 
interconnections, cross-border supplies, 
storage across borders and the physical 
capacity to transport gas in both directions.

2. Before adopting those Plans the 
Competent Authorities shall exchange 
information and consult each other and the 
Commission to ensure that their Plans and 
measures are mutually consistent at the 
appropriate regional and Community level. 
These consultations shall cover, as a 
minimum, interconnections, cross-border 
supplies, storage across borders and the 
physical capacity to transport gas in both 
directions as well as contractual 
restrictions to provision of cross-border 
supplies. In the course of the 
consultation, the confidentiality of 
commercially sensitive information shall 
be safeguarded.

Justification

Given the cross-border nature of gas crises, crisis prevention and preparation should also be
organised at Community level. The competent authority in this matter should be the European 
Commission.

Amendment 13
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Proposal for regulation
Article 4 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. During the process mentioned in 
paragraph 2 the Commission may 
recommend at which regional level the 
exchange of information and consultations 
shall take place. The Commission, after 
consultation of the European Network of 
Transmission System Operators for Gas 
("ENTSO-G") and the Agency for the 
Cooperation of Energy Regulators 
("ACER"), may also recommend the 
establishment of a joint Plan at regional 
level. 

3. During the process mentioned in 
paragraph 2 the Commission may 
recommend at which regional level the 
exchange of information and consultations 
shall take place. The Commission, if 
necessary after consultation of the 
European Network of Transmission 
System Operators for Gas ("ENTSO-G") 
and the Agency for the Cooperation of 
Energy Regulators ("ACER"), may also 
recommend or request the establishment of 
a joint Plan at regional level.

Amendment 14

Proposal for a regulation
Article 5 – paragraph 1 – point a 

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(a) the measures to fulfil the infrastructure 
and supply standards, as laid down in 
Articles 6 and 7; these measures shall 
include at least the planning to meet the N-
1 standard, volumes and capacities needed 
to supply the protected customers in the 
defined high demand periods, the demand 
side measures and obligations imposed on 
natural gas undertakings and other relevant 
bodies;

(a) the measures to fulfil the infrastructure 
and supply standards, as laid down in
Articles 6 and 7; these measures shall 
include at least the planning to meet the N-
1 standard, volumes and capacities needed 
to supply the protected customers in the 
defined high-demand periods while 
complying with Directive 2001/42/EC of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 27 June 2001 on the 
assessment of the effects of certain plans 
and programmes on the environment1 and 
Council Directive 85/337/EEC of 27 June 
1985 on the assessment of the effects of 
certain public and private projects on the 
environment2, the demand side measures 
and obligations imposed on natural gas 
undertakings and other relevant bodies;
1. OJ L 197, 21.7.2001, p. 30.
2. OJ L 175, 5.7.1985, p. 40.
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Amendment 15

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. By [31 March 2014; 3 years after entry 
into force] at the latest, the Competent 
Authority shall ensure that in the event of a 
disruption of the largest gas supply 
infrastructure, the remaining infrastructure 
(N-1) has the capacity to deliver the 
necessary volume of gas to satisfy total gas 
demand of the calculated area during a 
period of sixty days of exceptionally high 
gas demand during the coldest period 
statistically occurring every twenty years.

1. By [31 March 2016; 5 years after entry 
into force], the Competent Authority shall 
ensure that in the event of a disruption of 
the largest gas supply infrastructure, the 
remaining infrastructure (N-1) has the 
capacity to deliver the necessary volume of 
gas to satisfy total gas demand of the 
calculated area during a period of sixty 
days of exceptionally high gas demand 
during the coldest period statistically 
occurring every twenty years.

Justification

From a technical point of view, it is impossible to roll out the necessary infrastructure and to 
adapt whole transmission systems in three years.

Amendment 16

Proposal for a regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5. The transmission system operators shall 
enable permanent physical capacity to 
transport gas in both directions on all 
interconnections within two years from the
entry into force of this Regulation, except 
in cases where at the request of a 
Competent Authority, the Commission 
decides that the addition of a bi-directional 
flow capacity would not enhance the 
security of supply of any Member State. 
Such decision may be reviewed if 
circumstances change. The level of the bi-
directional flow capacity shall be reached 
in a cost efficient way and at least take into 
account the capacity required to meet the 
supply standard set in Article 7. Within 
that two year period, the gas transmission 

5. The transmission system operators shall 
enable permanent physical capacity to 
transport gas in both directions on all 
interconnections within four years from 
the entry into force of this Regulation, 
except in cases where at the request of a 
Competent Authority, the Commission 
decides that the addition of a bi-directional 
flow capacity would not enhance the 
security of supply of any Member State. 
Such decision may be reviewed if 
circumstances change. The level of the bi-
directional flow capacity shall be reached 
in a cost efficient way and at least take into 
account the capacity required to meet the 
supply standard set in Article 7. Within 
that four-year period, the gas transmission 
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system operator shall adapt the functioning 
of the transmission system as a whole so 
as to enable bi-directional gas flows.

system operator shall adapt the functioning 
of the transmission system to enable bi-
directional gas flows. The gas 
transmission operator shall upgrade the 
infrastructure to ensure that methane 
leaks from pipelines and from compressor 
stations are minimised.

Justification

From a technical point of view, it is impossible to adapt whole transmission systems in order 
to enable bi-directional flows.

Amendment 17

Proposal for regulation
Article 6 – paragraph 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

7. National Regulatory Authorities shall 
take into account the costs of fulfilling the 
N-1 standard and the costs of enabling the 
permanent physical capacity to transport 
gas in both directions in their approval of 
tariffs in line with Article 41(8) of 
Directive […/…EC]. In the case of costs 
incurred in more than one Member State, 
the national regulatory authorities of all 
Member States concerned shall jointly 
decide on cost allocation. Article 8(1) of 
Regulation (EC) No …/… shall apply.

7. National Regulatory Authorities shall 
take into account the costs of fulfilling the 
N-1 standard and the costs of enabling the 
permanent physical capacity to transport 
gas in both directions in their approval of 
tariffs in line with Article 41(8) of 
Directive […/…EC]. In the case of costs 
incurred in more than one Member State, 
the national regulatory authorities of all 
Member States concerned shall jointly 
decide on cost allocation. Article 8(1) of 
Regulation (EC) No …/… shall apply. The 
possibility of co-financing the 
improvement of the interconnectivity from 
Community funds, especially for the 
regions which are considered to be 
"energy islands", shall be explored.

Amendment 18

Proposal for a regulation
Article 8 – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. By [30 September 2010; 6 months after 
entry into force] each Competent Authority 
shall fully assess the risks affecting the 
security of gas supply in its Member State 

1. By [30 September 2010; 6 months after 
entry into force] each Competent Authority 
shall assess the risks affecting the security 
of gas supply in its Member State by:



PE430.260v02-00 14/20 AD\802946EN.doc

EN

by:

Justification
This requirement to assess the risks fully would entail bureaucracy and administrative work, 
the amount of which should not be underestimated, for the competent authorities, yet it is not 
clear whether the information could actually improve the situation in the event of a 
Community Emergency.

Amendment 19

Proposal for a regulation
Article 8 – paragraph 1 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1a. By [30 March 2011; 12 months after 
entry into force] the Commission shall 
fully assess the risks affecting the security 
of gas supply in the Community 
(Community Assessment) by taking into 
account, in particular, risk assessments 
made by each Member State and all the 
relevant international circumstances.

Justification

Added value of risk assessment at Community level. Both “national” and community risk 
assessment shall be revised when a significant or unexpected risk occurs.

Amendment 20

Proposal for regulation
Article 8 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The natural gas undertakings, the 
relevant organisations representing the 
interests of household and industrial 
customers and the regulatory authority, 
where it is not the Competent Authority, 
shall cooperate and provide all necessary 
information for the risk assessment.

2. The natural gas undertakings, the 
relevant organisations representing the 
interests of household, industrial customers 
and other stakeholders and the regulatory 
authority, where it is not the Competent 
Authority, shall cooperate and provide all 
necessary information for the risk 
assessment.
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Amendment 21

Proposal for a regulation
Article 8 – paragraph 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

3. The risk assessment shall be repeated 
every two years before 30 September of 
that year.

3. The risk assessment shall be repeated 
annually before 30 September.

Justification

The risk assessment must be repeated more regularly in order to foresee better and be better 
prepared for a crisis. 

Amendment 22

Proposal for a regulation
Article 9 – paragraph 2 – point 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3) Emergency level (Emergency): when 
an exceptionally high demand occurs or 
when there is a disruption of the supply 
through or from the largest infrastructure 
or source and there is a credible risk that 
the supply standard to the protected 
customers can no longer be met with 
market based instruments alone.

(3) Emergency level (Emergency): when 
an exceptionally high demand occurs or 
when there is a disruption of the supply 
through or from the largest infrastructure 
or source or there is a credible risk that the 
supply standard to the protected customers 
can no longer be met with market based 
instruments alone.

Justification

The trigger for the implementation of emergency responses should be more flexible. 

Amendment 23

Proposal for a regulation
Article 9 - paragraph 4

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

4. The Competent Authority shall 
immediately inform the Commission and 
provide it with all the necessary 
information when it declares any of the 
crisis levels. In the event of an emergency 
which may result in a call for assistance 

4. The Competent Authority shall 
immediately inform the Commission and 
provide it with all the necessary 
information when it declares the alert or 
emergency level. In the event of an 
emergency which may result in a call for 
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from the EU and its Member States the 
Competent Authority of the Member State 
concerned shall without delay notify the 
Commission’s Civil Protection Monitoring 
and Information Centre.

assistance from the EU and its Member 
States the Competent Authority of the 
Member State concerned shall without 
delay notify the Commission’s Civil 
Protection Monitoring and Information 
Centre.

Justification

It is only at the alert and emergency levels that the Member States and the EU have the task 
of restoring security of supply. At the early warning level, undertakings are responsible for 
remedying the supply disruption.

Amendment 24

Proposal for a regulation
Article 9 – paragraph 5

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

5. When the Competent Authority declares 
an Emergency it shall follow the pre-
defined actions as defined in its Emergency 
Plan and shall immediately inform the 
Commission in particular of the actions it 
intends to take according to Article 9(1). 
The Commission may convene the Gas 
Coordination Group. 

5. When the Competent Authority declares 
an Emergency it shall follow the pre-
defined actions as defined in its Emergency 
Plan and shall immediately inform the 
Commission in particular of the actions it 
intends to take according to Article 9(1). 
The Commission shall convene the Gas 
Coordination Group.

Justification

There is a need to make the competences of the European Commission in terms of crisis 
management at the Community emergency level more precise.

Amendment 25

Proposal for regulation
Article 9 - paragraph 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

6. The Commission shall verify within one 
week whether the declaration of an 
Emergency is justified and whether it does 
not impose an undue burden on the natural 
gas undertakings and on the functioning of 
the internal market. The Commission may, 

6. The Commission shall verify within 
three calendar days whether the 
declaration of an Emergency is justified 
and whether it does not impose an undue 
burden on the natural gas undertakings and 
on the functioning of the internal market. 
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in particular, ask the Competent Authority 
to modify measures imposing an undue 
burden on natural gas undertakings and to 
lift its declaration of Emergency if the 
Commission considers it not or no longer 
justified.

The Commission may, in particular, ask 
the Competent Authority to modify 
measures imposing an undue burden on 
natural gas undertakings and to lift its 
declaration of Emergency if the 
Commission considers it not or no longer 
justified.

Amendment 26

Proposal for a regulation
Article 10 – paragraph 1

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

1. The Commission may declare a 
Community Emergency at the request of 
one Competent Authority or when the 
Community loses more than 10% of its 
daily gas import from third countries as 
calculated by ENTSO-G. It shall declare a 
Community Emergency where more than 
one Competent Authority has declared 
Emergency following the verification in 
accordance with Article 9(6). It may 
declare a Community Emergency for 
specifically affected geographical regions 
comprising more than one Member State.

1. The Commission shall declare a 
Community Alert at the request of one
Competent Authority. The Commission 
shall declare a Community Emergency at 
the request of one Competent Authority or
when the Community loses more than 10% 
of its daily gas import from third countries 
other than members of the European 
Economic Area as calculated by ENTSO-
G. It shall also declare a Community 
Emergency where more than one 
Competent Authority has declared an
Emergency following verification in 
accordance with Article 9(6). It may 
declare a Community Emergency for 
specifically affected geographical regions 
comprising more than one Member State.

Amendment 27

Proposal for a regulation
Article 10 – paragraph 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2. The Commission shall convene the Gas 
Coordination Group as soon as it declares 
Community Emergency.

2. The Commission shall convene the Gas 
Coordination Group as soon as it declares 
a Community Alert or a Community 
Emergency.
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Amendment 28

Proposal for a regulation
Article 10 – paragraph 2 b (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

2b. In a Community Alert the Commission
shall request the Competent Authorities to 
coordinate their actions in order to 
overcome a supply disruption or 
exceptionally high demand. 

Amendment 29

Proposal for a regulation
Article 10 – paragraph 6

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

6. In a Community Emergency, the 
Member States shall ensure that cross-
border access to the storage facilities is 
maintained and shall not introduce any 
legal provisions which unduly restrict the 
flows of gas to the affected markets.

6. In a Community Emergency the Member 
States shall ensure that cross-border access 
to the storage facilities is maintained and 
shall not introduce any legal provisions 
which unduly restrict the flows of gas to 
the affected markets. The Commission 
shall facilitate the application of those 
measures in order to maintain the good
functioning of the internal market, 
particularly in supply disruptions and in 
crisis situations.

Amendment 30

Proposal for regulation
Article 12 – paragraph 6 – point b – indent 4 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

- Contractual restrictions on re-exporting.
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Amendment 31

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

In developing the Preventive and 
Emergency Plans the Competent Authority 
shall take into account the following
indicative and non-exhaustive list of 
measures:

In developing the Preventive and 
Emergency Plans the Competent Authority 
shall take into account the indicative and 
non-exhaustive list of measures set out in 
this Annex. The Competent Authority 
shall take into due account the 
environmental impact of the proposed 
measures when developing the Preventive 
and Emergency Plans and shall give 
preference, to the greatest possible extent, 
to those measures which have the least 
impact on the environment.

Amendment 32

Proposal for a regulation
Annex II – title 'Supply side' – bullet 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

 Facilitating the integration of gas 
from renewable energy sources into the 
gas network infrastructure 

Amendment 33

Proposal for a regulation
Annex III – paragraph 1 – introductory part

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

In developing the Preventive and 
Emergency Plans the Competent Authority 
shall consider the contribution of the
following measures only in the case of an 
Emergency:

In developing the Preventive and 
Emergency Plans the Competent Authority 
shall consider the contribution of the 
following non-exhaustive list of measures
only in the case of an Emergency:

Justification

In establishing Preventive and Emergency Plans, no compulsory measures must be 
prescribed.
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