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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas information and communication technologies (ICTs) can make a significant 
contribution to the EU economy's energy efficiency, notably in the buildings and 
transport sector but also in society at large through improved energy production and 
distribution towards the objective of 20% energy savings by 2020,

B. whereas energy savings achieved through ICTs will increase with better user 
engagement and access, and improvements in energy efficiency in the ICT sector 
itself,

C. whereas ICTs are indispensable for a sustainable economy based on renewable energy 
production,

D. whereas ICT can be applied to inform users of their real-time electricity consumption, 
thereby enabling more energy-efficient behaviour,

1. Welcomes the Commission's efforts to promote smart metering and smart grids in 
energy production, distribution and use; highlights that this should enable a two-way 
communication between network operators, suppliers and users, thus facilitating 
optimal usage of smart metering; calls for the introduction of measures to guarantee 
the privacy of personal information in relation to smart metering;

2. Stresses that energy efficiency is a way of reducing energy consumption, increasing 
energy security and helping to curb environmental damage, particularly greenhouse 
gas emissions;

3. Highlights the role of ICTs in reducing the need to travel, for example through 
teleconferencing, and in relation to the development of e-services such as e-
governance and e-health, as well as in delivering intelligent, environmentally friendly 
transport solutions which can result in reduced carbon emissions, less pollution and 
noise, and improved journey times; stresses however that ICT alone will not be 
sufficient to achieve the necessary reductions in transport related emissions;

4. Notes, however, that societies which have high ICT use also have high mobility, and 
that reducing the need to travel for some activities will not necessarily reduce the 
overall number of journeys; considers that ICT solutions must be accompanied by 
awareness, education, and a determined policy to reduce travel; considers further that 
reduction targets for companies and organisations would be useful in this context;

5. Regrets the slow rate of progress in harnessing the potential of energy efficiency and 
energy savings in reducing greenhouse gas emissions; calls on the Commission to take 
full account of ICT saving potential in the implementation of Directive 2009/125/EC 
of the European Parliament and Council establishing a framework for the setting of 
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ecodesign requirements for energy-related products1; 

6. Stresses the importance of the influence of ICT on energy efficiency, something which 
was also highlighted through the designation of this question in 2007 as a particular 
priority for ICT under the Seventh Framework Programme for  Research and 
Technological Development2;

7. Highlights the contribution that ICTs have already made to the energy-efficiency of 
buildings through solutions such as energy-management systems, solid-state lighting, 
and intelligent lighting systems;

8. Calls on the Member States to implement smart grid technology, particularly with a 
view to maximising the use of renewable energy sources in electricity networks as 
soon as possible;

9. Recognises the potential of ICT to contribute to increased energy efficiency of carbon-
intensive production processes, such as the production of construction materials and 
other manufacturing processes;

10. Supports the establishment of standardised methodology for measuring energy 
efficiency and carbon emissions of the ICT sector to enable a verifiable reduction in 
energy intensity and carbon emissions throughout the entire lifecycle of ICT 
equipment and components, which will allow innovation-driving competition between 
genuinely environmentally friendly ICT solutions;

11. Stresses the need to monitor the influence of the development of ICT on aspects of 
sustainable development, with particular reference to environmental and social 
questions, including the threat to the environment and health connected with the use of 
old equipment and the social inequalities deriving from digital exclusion;

12. Calls on the Commission and the private sector to ensure R&D investment in ICT, to 
improve the energy efficiency of ICTs themselves, to develop their role in future 
electricity infrastructure so as to allow for two-stream electricity flows and alignment 
of electricity production and consumption, and to develop low-carbon ICT products 
and services and therefore to ensure that the EU continues to lead in the development 
of green jobs;

13. Calls on the Commission, in collaboration with the Committee of the Regions and 
Member States, to work on establishing a web network for the exchange of best 
practices among regional and local authorities on improving energy performance 
through use of ICTs;

14. Calls on the Member States and the Commission to support education and awareness-
raising for users to enable the full energy saving potential of ICT to be realised;

15. Calls on the Commission to promote the use of new social media to facilitate 

                                               
1 OJ L 285, 31.10.2009, p. 10.
2 OJ L 412, 30.12.2006, p. 1.
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interactive knowledge-sharing, to ease access to information on the potential of energy 
saving measures, and to mobilise citizens to take environmentally friendly action;

16. Calls on the Member States to facilitate, through the development of the appropriate 
infrastructure, the availability of broadband internet to all EU citizens in order to 
ensure equal access to online services which can reduce the need to travel;

17. Calls on the Member States to further implement ICT solutions to reduce traffic 
congestion and its associated adverse effects on public health, such as pollution and 
noise;

18. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to support the development of off-
site processing, given the vast potential of this technology to contribute to energy 
efficiency and to reduce the waste normally associated with regular upgrading of 
ICTs;

19. Calls on the Member States to promote and facilitate the use of smart metering for 
users in commercial and residential properties;

20. Calls on the Commission and the Member States, to promote through public 
procurement contracts, energy-efficient ICT solutions that are upgradeable and 
expandable.
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