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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Underlines that energy efficiency is the most cost-efficient measure to reduce CO2 and 
other emissions and that it represents a unique opportunity to support and create jobs, 
while at the same time lowering dependence on energy imports. Notes that, according to 
the Commission, energy-saving benefits could amount to over EUR 1 000 per household 
per year;

2. Considers that, despite the progress made, for example through the adoption of the energy 
efficiency package, current energy efficiency legislation and measures alone will not be 
able to reap the full cost-effective energy saving potential. Notes that the effects of
policies implemented up to the end of 2009 delivered some 9% savings compared to 
projections for 2020, so that it seems that, without further action, the cost-effective EU 
2020 energy savings target of 20% will not be met;

3. Points out that, whilst the EU has a binding target of 20% renewable energy sources 
(RES) by 2020 and a directive in place which sets out the means of achieving this target, 
energy efficiency, which is a more cost-efficient instrument, is not subject to similar 
regulation. Considers, therefore, that it is appropriate that any future EU legislation should 
lead to the same level of investment in the area of energy efficiency as in RES; calls on 
the Commission, by the end of 2010, to present a legislative proposal similar to the RES 
Directive which would introduce a binding target for the reduction of energy consumption 
by 25 %, to be achieved through energy efficiency;

4. Points out that further promotion in the field of renewable energies should be carried out
and that the governments of the Member States should commit to adopting a long-term 
legal framework guaranteeing long-term investments and the opening of markets. Points 
out that it is necessary to have a policy of reasonable subsidies with the purpose of 
creating incentives that allow technological development in order to cut costs;

5. Stresses the importance of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) for 
improving energy efficiency, and highlights the vital role of ICT - particularly smart 
metering and smart grids - in the integration of renewable energy sources into the power 
supply;

6. Points out that long-term targets are also of crucial importance to economic actors, and 
therefore proposes long-term targets for reducing energy consumption by 42% by 2030, 
and by 75% by 2050;

7. Calls for measures to tackle rebound effects so as to ensure that the impact of technical 
improvement is not negated through downward pressure on energy prices and increased 
consumption;

8. Underlines that proper implementation of the Ecodesign Directive is a key priority, and 
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reiterates that the directive already provides for implementing measures with regard to 12 
groups of products by 2007; insists that the Commission and the Member States must 
improve market surveillance in order to ensure compliance, especially in the case of 
imported products, and asks the Commission and the Member States to improve 
communication about the measures; emphasises the requirement under the directive to set 
minimum requirements at the level of lowest lifecycle costs, taking into account ‘top-
runners’, i.e. best-performing products on the market;

9. Encourages the Commission to support national measures consisting in fiscal incentives or 
subsidies compatible with the EU rules on state aids, to boost the demand for energy 
efficiency services;

10. Notwithstanding the proper implementation of the Ecodesign directive, underlines that 
further gains in energy efficiency can best be achieved in the case of certain sectors by the 
use of integrative systems; calls on the Commission to study these possibilities in detail 
and to come forward with appropriate legislative tools that will allow for the 
implementation of a different approach, which addresses energy efficiency at system level 
rather than only at product level;

11. Deplores the slow progress and reduced ambition regarding Ecodesign implementing 
measures on important energy-using products, such as water heaters and boilers; is 
concerned that this reflects a lack of political support from the Commission for the 
achievement of energy efficiency targets;

12. Considers that all tools, including vehicle and fuel taxation, labelling, minimum efficiency 
standards and measures to improve and favour public transportation, are urgently needed 
in order to address transport emissions;

13. Calls on the Commission to present a legislative proposal for a recast of the Energy 
Services Directive which includes obligations for energy providers to reduce energy 
consumption; insists that such a proposal should ensure both proper participation by 
SMEs in energy efficiency activities and encouragement for the mobilisation of individual 
households in pursuit of the same purpose;

14. Asks the Commission to support and promote the setting up and development of a 
European high-voltage direct current (HVDC) grid able to optimise the harnessing of 
renewable energy sources, particularly wind and hydropower. This grid would provide 
long-range energy transmission at low energy loss, while making possible a synergy 
among all renewable energy sources;

15. Underlines the importance of combined heat and power (CHP), and especially of micro-
CHP for 1-3-family houses, and asks the Commission to examine the regulatory and 
financial instruments necessary to exploit its full potential, and to propose any necessary 
initiatives and regulatory measures;

16. Underlines the importance of a distributed combined heat and power (CHP) or tri-
generation network, which in practice allows a doubling of overall energy efficiency; 
points out, moreover, that heat or cooling storage could add flexibility to the grid during 
peak hours, allowing production of electricity and heat storage when production exceeds 
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local needs;

17. Asks for a regulatory framework that guarantees in the long run that all buildings, 
including existing buildings, are climate-neutral;

18. Stresses that there should be clarity on which financial resources can be applied for 
actions and projects in the field of energy efficiency (just as there are clearly defined 
budgets for similar actions in the field of renewables). Points out that optimal use should 
be made of the resources available in, for example, the Structural and Cohesion Funds, the 
ELENA Fund and the remaining amounts from the European Economic Recovery Plan 
(EERP) that can be applied for projects relating to energy efficiency or renewable energy. 
Notes that, when new financial instruments are being developed, attention should be paid 
to these and other instruments already available in the Member States, in order to create 
synergies and avoid overlaps;

19. Underlines the importance of appropriate financing for energy efficiency, including part 
of the revenue that come from auctioning under emissions trading; insists that energy 
efficiency must be a priority under the next Research Framework Programme (FP 8);

20. Recommends the creation of energy efficiency funds in each Member State or, as an 
alternative, the creation of a European energy efficiency fund. The combined funds, or the 
European fund, should amount to at least EUR 2 billion per year;

21. Calls on the Commission to develop suitable Europe-wide instruments to support energy 
efficiency and to coordinate them with the Member States in order to create more 
incentives and achieve the goal of reducing CO2 as quickly as possible;

22. Points out that full integration of energy efficiency criteria in public procurement policies 
should be one of the objectives of the new Energy Efficiency Action Plan;

23. Points out that energy efficiency should be integrated into all relevant policy areas, 
including finance, regional and urban development, transport, agriculture, industrial policy 
and education. Takes the view that defining energy efficiency systematically as an award 
criterion in public procurement and making it a condition for publicly funded projects 
would give this policy a major push;

24. Sees opportunities in tackling light pollution and energy efficiency at the same time by
replacing traditional public lighting and tourist spotlights on outstanding buildings in 
cities by more efficient and focused lighting;

25. Insists that more emphasis should be given to an analysis of the consequences of energy 
efficiency standards including the link between price and the quality of the end products, 
the effects of energy efficiency and the benefits for consumers; recognises that the 
Commission analyses all these effects but insists that the Commission and Member States 
must put much more effort on communication and control of all products including 
imports, such as for example energy efficient light bulbs;

26. Asks for European training and awareness-raising strategies regarding energy efficiency 
to be set up. Developing and implementing energy efficient technologies and systems 
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requires targeted training of the workforce (builders, installers, architects, experts, 
manufacturers, etc.), in particular for the purposes of the Energy Performance of Buildings 
Directive1. Points out, moreover, that awareness-raising programmes need to be 
developed to inform consumers and SMEs on ways to reduce their energy consumption), 
which could be done through the combined efforts of national energy agencies and 
chambers of commerce; urges the Commission to include education on energy efficiency 
in the revised Energy Efficiency Action Plan;

27. Points out that an advantage of electric vehicles is their contribution to improving air 
quality in built-up areas; calls on the Commission carefully to assess the impact of the 
widespread use of electric cars in terms of energy efficiency and compliance with the 
targets for reducing CO2 emissions;

28. Stresses that in order to meet the energy-efficiency targets mentioned above, it is crucial 
to invest in the transport sector, especially railway and urban transport systems, in order to 
minimise the use of the more energy-demanding ones;

29. Urges the Commission to give a prominent role to energy efficiency in the upcoming
White Paper on the future of transport, with proposals on stricter vehicle efficiency 
standards, speed management, promoting a shift to less energy-intensive forms of 
transport and public transport, and the promotion of renewable and alternative fuels;

30. Considers it to be necessary in waste treatment processes to avoid biogas and heat losses 
through recovery and generation of steam and/or electricity. Takes the view that waste 
treatment plants without any form of heat recovery or production of energy should not be 
granted permits;

31. Attaches great importance to planning processes at European level. Energy efficiency 
should be given due attention in the Energy Action Plan 2011-2020. The new European 
Energy Efficiency Action Plan should be presented as soon as possible, and energy 
efficiency should have an important role in the future Roadmap towards a low-carbon 
energy system and economy by 2050;

32. Points out that, although energy savings clearly bring business opportunities, the energy 
service market is still limited and the number of companies in most countries remains 
quite small. Notes that active Energy Service Companies can stimulate actions and assist 
in providing financing solutions in all final energy sectors. Takes the view that in the 
building sector we should boost renovation and efficient appliances, that in transport, 
efficient vehicles should be used in an optimal way, and that in industry the large 
economising potential of more efficient processes should be tackled;

33. Stresses the fact that second to energy efficiency at the source (i.e. in primary energy 
production), tackling losses of (electrical) energy during transport through the grids 
should be considered a priority. Moving towards a more decentralised production system 
would reduce transport distances and thus energy losses during transport;

                                               
1 Directive 2010/31/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 May 2010 on the energy 

performance of buildings (recast).
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34. Urges the (petro)chemical industries throughout the EU to enhance energy recovery
during flaring;

35. Notes that improving resource efficiency would also lead to significant energy efficiency 
gains.
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