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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Transport and Tourism, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes that Member States and airport administrations are making growing use of body 
scanners in the belief that they can increase the ability of security staff to detect 
prohibited items, such as liquid or plastic explosives, that cannot be identified by 
existing metal detectors, as well as eliminating the need for passengers to undergo the 
discomfort and indignity of body searches;

2. Acknowledges that Member States have a legal right to insist upon the use of body 
scanners where they believe that this will enhance security over and above the 
requirements of EU legislation, or for trial purposes, and trusts that the trials now 
underway in Finland, France, the Netherlands, Italy and the UK will contribute 
information that will help the Commission to develop Europe-wide best practice 
standards for regulations and codes of practice that will protect personal data and 
safeguard human health;

3. Takes note of the Commission’s Communication of 15 June 2010 on the Use of 
Security Scanners at EU airports, (COM(2010)0311 final), and the conclusions and 
recommendations therein;

4. Acknowledges the importance of security scanners as an additional tool to protect the 
travelling public, but emphasises the fundamental importance of making proper use of 
cross-border intelligence, monitoring central reservation systems and passenger 
profiling in identifying potential terrorist threats;

5. Calls on the Commission to examine the possibility, under the next research 
framework programme, of using technology that is completely harmless to all 
members of the public and which at the same time ensures air security;

6. Calls on Member States to deploy technology which is the least harmful for human 
health and which offers acceptable solutions to the public’s privacy concerns;

7. Notes that a range of body scanners using different technologies are already in 
operation, believes that each must be assessed on its own merits and supports the view 
of the European Commission, as expressed in its recent Communication, that a 
common level of protection for European citizens could be ensured by way of 
technical standards and operational conditions that would have to be laid down in EU 
legislation;

8. Suggests, as the safest solution from a medical viewpoint, technology based on 
passive millimetre wave imaging systems, which do not emit any radiation;

9. Calls on the Commission to present a proposal on using passive scanners,
accompanied by an impact assessment on the relative cost, efficacy and respect for 
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integrity of using this technology as compared to other anti-terror measures;

10. Proposes, as the most suitable solution – i.e. as the best compromise between the 
probability of an effective result and the risks to human health – active millimetre 
wave imaging systems using non-ionising radiation, which is not considered harmful 
if exposure remains below the limit values laid down in existing legislation;

11. Points out that the technology based on backscatter X-ray scanning emits a low dose 
of X-rays and proposes therefore that this technology be avoided, as clearly any 
exposure to ionising radiation, however low, may have long-term effects on health due 
to the cumulative effect of radiation;

12. Calls, where use of backscatter X-ray technology cannot be avoided, for special 
treatment to be given to passengers who are sensitive to ionising radiation (e.g. 
pregnant women, children, the elderly and persons with disabilities) and considers that
exemptions should also be granted to those with implanted medical devices (e.g. 
orthopaedic prostheses, pacemakers and defibrillators);

13. Stresses that the technology based on X-ray images emits a high dose of X-rays and 
should therefore not be considered for systematic screening as far as air safety is 
concerned;

14. Calls on the Member States to periodically monitor the long-term effects of exposure 
to body scanners, taking new scientific developments into account, and to check that 
the equipment has been correctly installed and is properly used and operated;

15. Insists that passengers be informed in an appropriate manner about the possible health 
impacts and risks with regard to both body scanning and the subsequent flight;

16. Calls on the Member States to provide passengers with relevant, comprehensive and 
clear information on all aspects of the use of body scanners for security applications;

17. Calls, for as long as reasonable doubts remain as to the safety for human health of 
body scanners, for travellers to be informed sufficiently in advance that they are to 
undergo a body scan, and for there to be a genuine alternative available involving a 
different type of check;

18. Calls on the Commission to propose that special training that takes into account the 
impact on personal dignity, health and the protection of personal data be provided for 
security staff responsible for using body scanners;

19. Calls on the Commission in conjunction with the Member States to produce a code of 
conduct on use of security scanners, which requires airports to undertake scanning 
sensitively, having regard to passengers’ privacy;

20. Calls on the sector concerned to draw up, in cooperation with the Commission and the 
Member States, a code of professional ethics for people responsible for using body 
scanners that takes into account those persons most vulnerable and those working in 
the sector, the right to personal privacy and dignity, and the relevant legislation on 
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data protection;

21. Calls on the Commission to submit, after two years, a report on costs and benefits and 
on health impacts;

22 Calls on the Commission to propose without delay a legal framework on the use of 
body scanners at EU airports that will pay full respect to fundamental rights and 
address health concerns.
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