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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Fisheries, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Stresses the need for immediate and thorough action in combating the problem of illegal 
fishing and reiterates that this issue is a global problem;

2. Emphasises that illegal fishing is a form of transnational organised crime and remains one 
of the most serious threats to the conservation and sustainable management of marine 
resources;

3. Underlines that ecological sustainability is a vital prerequisite for the long-term economic 
and social viability of fishing activities and therefore calls for comprehensive, effective 
and transparent measures to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unregulated and 
unreported (IUU) fishing, including flag state measures, port state measures, coastal state 
measures, market-related measures and measures to ensure that nationals do not support or 
engage in IUU fishing;

4. Stresses the importance of the consumer’s right to always be certain that the product 
purchased has been legally fished; 

5. Emphasises the serious threat to biodiversity and sustainable marine environments posed 
by over-fishing, exacerbated by illegal fishing, as well as the social and economic impacts 
of extinguishing fish stocks and the potential threat to food security;

6. Stresses that illegal fishing contributes to the excessive exploitation of fish stocks, 
damages marine ecosystems, is a form of unfair competition against honest fishermen, 
causes loss of income in the sector and jeopardises the survival of coastal communities, 
especially in developing countries;

7. Underlines that illegal fishing is a global problem which requires international cooperation 
and must be addressed both when it is undertaken by the fishing fleets of third parties and 
when it is undertaken by those of Member States; in this respect stresses the need for 
timely, detailed and accurate data regarding fishing vessels, especially those identified as 
engaging in IUU;

8. Considers that the EU’s credibility on the global stage in the fight against illegal, 
unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing depends on the vigour with which it combats 
IUU fishing by its own fleet and the sale of IUU fish on its own markets;

9. Calls for urgent measures to put an end to the use of ‘flags of convenience’, a practice 
which enables fishing vessels to operate illegally, with impunity, at a great cost to the 
marine environment, fish stocks, coastal communities, the legitimate fishing industry and 
food security, particularly in developing countries, and stresses the need to ensure that 
there are no EU interests involved in such forms of fishing piracy;
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10. Calls on the Commission to assess whether imports of products from states which do not 
guarantee compliance with measures to combat illegal fishing could be suspended or 
banned, in compliance with the rules of the WTO;

11. Calls on the Member States to ensure that extra protection is provided during the breeding 
period and in breeding areas, where they exist;

12. Calls on the Member States to dedicate sufficient resources (human, financial, logistical) 
so as to fully implement Council Regulation (EC) No 1005/2008 to prevent, deter and 
eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, and calls on the Commission to 
pursue infringement action where Member States fail to do so;

13. Calls on the Member States and the Commission to ensure that illegal fishing is combated 
at sea and in inland waters and underlines the need to review the sufficiency of control 
mechanisms and their implementation;

14. Stresses that the fight against illegal fishing is a prerequisite for protecting marine 
ecosystems and vital for developing genuinely sustainable fisheries; 

15. Calls on the Member States and the Commission to implement a zero tolerance policy 
against illegal fishing by ensuring the full traceability of all fishery products entering the 
EU, notably by setting a global database of DNA from fish stocks in order to identify the 
source of fish and aid prosecution, and guaranteeing that catches from illegal fishing are 
not sold in or imported to Member States; and calls on the Member States and the 
Commission to discuss with other major market states (including the US, Japan, China) 
how they could ban the importation of illegal fish and implement measures similar in 
intent and approach to the EU’s IUU regulation;

16. Notes that combating illegal fishing is to a large extent a question of political will and 
therefore urges the Member States and the Commission to increase the fight against illegal 
fishing, to guarantee that the EU IUU regulation is respected and to push for increased 
international attention and action, using all available means, in particular in the 
international area, such as the WTO and other venues, and notably by stepping up 
cooperation with international partners to improve monitoring, control and surveillance of 
IUU activities;

17. Emphasises the importance of improving transparency on IUU fishing activities and urges 
the Member States and the Commission to strengthen their efforts to publish information 
relevant to IUU fishing operations and to establish systems to share information with any 
potentially concerned state and international organisation;

18. Stresses the need to promote cooperation between EU Member States and third countries 
to combat IUU fishing and to ensure that developing countries have the capacity to 
comply with the EU legislation;

19. Urges the Commission to withhold aid from the European Fisheries Fund to all those 
vessels involved in IUU activities;

20. Welcomes the Commission’s decision to introduce a point-based fishing licence, an 
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additional tool the Member States will be able to use to identify irregularities at each stage 
of the market chain and to impose strict penalties in case of infringement; 

21. Calls on the Commission to strengthen fisheries partnerships with developing countries, 
focusing its attention on their monitoring and surveillance capacities.
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