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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Highlights the fact that climate change and its negative impacts should be regarded as a 
development issue with gender implications that is relevant to all sectors (social, cultural, 
economic and political) from the local to the global level, and that concerted efforts are 
required by all stakeholders to ensure that climate change and disaster risk reduction 
measures are gender responsive, sensitive to indigenous people and respectful of human 
rights;

2. Recalls that avoiding dangerous climate change and limiting the increase in average 
temperatures to 2° C, or 1.5° C if possible, compared to pre-industrial levels, is necessary 
and absolutely critical to avoid dramatic negative consequences for women and other 
vulnerable populations;

3. Recalls that, in its 2007 4th Assessment Report, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) confirmed that the impact of climate change varies according to gender, 
age and class, with the poor most likely to suffer the most; underlines that the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) negotiation process must 
at all stages, from research and analysis to design and implementation and the creation of 
mitigation and adaptation strategies, take into account the principles of gender equality;

4. Underlines that 70% of the world’s poorest are women, who carry out two-thirds of all 
work done but own less than 1% of all goods; they are denied equal access to and control 
over resources, technology, services, land rights, credit and insurance systems and 
decision-making powers and thus are disproportionately vulnerable to and affected by 
climate change and have fewer opportunities to adapt; underlines that 85% of people who 
die as a result of climate-induced natural disasters are women, that 75% of environmental 
refugees are women, and that women are also more likely to be the unseen victims of 
resource wars and violence resulting from climate change;

5. Emphasises that the political, financial and educational empowerment of women, who 
make up approximately 50% of the world population but take relatively more 
responsibility in everyday decisions on consumption, child care and household activities, 
all of which affect the environment and climate, is crucial in view of sustainable 
development;

6. Notes that in many communities around the world, women’s responsibilities in the family 
make them more vulnerable to environmental change, which is exacerbated by the impact 
of climate change; they are being affected in their multiple roles as food producers and 
providers, care givers and economic actors;

7. Emphasises that there is strong evidence that the impact on health of climate-sensitive 
conditions such as malnutrition and the incidence of infectious diseases varies according 
to gender; notes with concern the high female mortality rate in disaster situations; 
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considers that more gender-specific research into the impact on women’s health of climate 
change would help to achieve a more targeted response; calls on all governments to ensure 
better availability of, access to and support from healthcare services, especially for women 
in their capacity as care providers; to commit to a series of actions with which to address 
the health risks associated with climate change; and to provide a framework for gender-
based health risk assessments and adaptation/mitigation measures in relation to climate 
change;

8. Points out that women are globally more active in activities at civil society level, and thus 
the facilitation and support of networks of women’s organisations and civil society 
activities are important steps forward;

9. Considers that achieving gender equality is key to human development and is a 
fundamental objective in the fight against poverty; demands that a gender-based approach 
be applied across the board in the drawing up of development, human rights and climate 
change policies; calls for steps to ensure that the UNFCCC acts in accordance with human 
rights frameworks and with national and international agreements on gender equality and 
equity, including the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women (CEDAW);

10. Notes that the impact of environmental change on migration and displacement will 
increase in the future and that, according to the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), 80% of the world’s refugees are women and children; reiterates the 
importance of identifying gender-sensitive strategies for responding to the environmental 
and humanitarian crises caused by climate change; considers therefore that urgent research 
is required on how to manage environmental migration in a gender-sensitive manner – this 
includes recognising and responding to gender roles and responsibilities in the area of
natural resources and may include ensuring that scarce resources are available to 
communities in need and that water is provided for in-migrants;

11. Underlines that women also have valuable knowledge and skills and are effective agents 
of change in relation to the mitigation of and adaptation to climate change, disaster risk 
reduction and resilience building; recognises the need for more country-specific and 
gender-disaggregated data to effectively assess and address the different effects that 
climate change has on each gender group;

12. Recognises that population growth has an impact on greenhouse gas emissions and 
highlights the need to adequately respond to any unmet contraceptive needs of women and 
men in all societies;

13. Stresses the important role of women in implementing mitigation measures in daily life, 
e.g. through energy saving practices, recycling measures and the use of eco-friendly and 
organic products;

14. Acknowledges therefore the significant contribution women can make to successful 
innovation through their educative capacity both in business and in household 
management;

15. In this regard, underlines the importance of strengthening the active participation of 
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women in innovation for sustainable development as a means of tackling the serious 
challenges posed by climate change;

16. Calls on the EU and the Member States to assess to what extent climate-related policies 
take account of women’s needs and urges them to apply a gender-based perspective when 
formulating gender-sensitive sustainable development policy;

17. Urges governments worldwide to:

– mainstream gender perspectives into their national policies, action plans and other 
measures relating to sustainable development, disaster risk and climate change by carrying 
out systematic gender analyses, establishing gender-sensitive indicators and benchmarks 
and developing practical tools;

– develop climate change mitigation and adaptation programmes that use gender analysis to 
improve the welfare of women and girls – e.g. access to credit, capacity building and 
extension services, information dissemination, improved access to land and natural 
resources, sustainable energy and technology and access to reproductive health 
information and services;

– reflect women’s priorities and needs in financing mechanisms and include the active 
participation of women in the development of funding criteria and allocation of resources 
for climate change initiatives, particularly at local level;

18. Calls on the EU and its Member States to develop a principle of ‘climate justice’; insists 
that the greatest injustice of our failure to effectively tackle climate change would be the 
detrimental effects on poor countries and populations, and on women in particular;

19. Urges governments worldwide to promote women’s empowerment through capacity-
building before, during and after climate-related disasters, as well as their active 
involvement in disaster anticipation, early warning and prevention as part of their 
resilience building;

20. Stresses the need for a wider and more effective development of EU climate diplomacy in 
all international climate negotiations; considers that reinforcing the involvement and 
empowerment of women in this field by introducing the ‘soft power’ concept could have a 
positive influence;

21. Points out that women play a crucial role in water abstraction and management in third
world countries, as they are often the ones collecting, using and distributing water, not just 
in the home but also in farming; calls on the Commission to furnish development aid for 
accessible programmes to sink wells based on renewable energy sources and simple, easy-
to-maintain water treatment systems;

22. Points out that training for women in saving energy and water needs to be stepped up, as 
they are the primary managers of these resources in the home;
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