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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety calls on the Committee 
on the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, as the committee responsible, to 
incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Emphasises that renewable energies not only contribute to addressing climate change and 
increase the energy independence of Europe but also offer significant additional 
environmental benefits through the reduction of air pollution, waste generation and water 
use, as well as of further risks inherent to other forms of power generation;

2. Welcomes the fact that renewable energy is being developed in the Member States with a 
view to meeting their 2020 targets, set by the EU Renewable Energy Directive, and to 
strengthen the competitiveness of the EU; calls on the Commission to propose an 
ambitious and binding EU 2030 target for renewable energy in order to ensure continuity 
and stability;

3. Points out that the binding 2020 renewable energy targets have spurred the uptake of 
renewable energy in the EU and created a stable investment climate, giving the EU a 
competitive advantage in renewables that will strongly contribute to sustainable growth 
and job creation;

4. Points out that EU energy policy must be focused on the development, deployment and 
distribution of renewable energy, and that more ambitious renewable energy targets for 
the Member States are necessary for 2030 and beyond in order to achieve an economy 
based on renewable energy by 2050;

5. Points to the market potential for green technology, and underlines that green technologies 
should be seen as an opportunity to strengthen EU industries, 

6. Agrees with the Commission that strong renewables growth to 2030 could generate over 
three million jobs;

7. Points out that renewable energy is not being developed separately, in order to promote 
the development of decentralised renewable energy systems, but also as part of the overall 
energy system; reiterates that investment is needed from private and public sources, such 
as the Connecting Europe programme, on order to finance the development of energy 
infrastructures and smart grids, based on information and communication technologies, so 
as to enable renewable energy to be incorporated more comprehensively, cost-efficiently 
and safely into the energy market, and to improve the stability of transfer and distribution 
systems with a view to preserving supply security; stresses the need to support small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) by providing them with more opportunities in 
infrastructure development;

8. Notes that different schemes for promoting renewable energy sources (RES) ensure that 
the different potentials and technology patterns within the Member States are taken into 
account in the design of support schemes , thereby avoiding windfall profits by reflecting 
the real costs of a technology; welcomes, at the same time, the Commission’s initiative to 
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produce guidelines on support schemes;

9. Believes that before calling for an EU support scheme it should be assessed whether an 
EU-wide system for promoting RES would offer a more cost-effective framework to 
promote renewables; recognises that long-term certainty, including a 2030 target for 
renewable energy, would boost investments in renewable energy and reduce the risks 
faced by those who invest in renewable energy;10. reiterates that the EU and its Member 
States have made the commitment to phase out environmentally harmful subsidies by 
2020, as expressed in the framework of the Nagoya summit on biodiversity and the G-20 
Pittsburgh summit, by the Roadmap to a Resource Efficient Europe of the Commission,
and in Council Conclusions; stresses the urgent need to tackle environmentally harmful 
subsidies in the field of energy, both at the national and at EU level; calls, therefore, for 
coordinated action aimed at identifying and phasing out all environmentally harmful 
subsidies in the field of energy by 2020;

11. Is convinced that stable and long-term policy frameworks play a key role in reducing the 
costs of uncertainty and in improving access to capital, thereby ensuring a cost-efficient 
and effective transition for society;

12. Calls on the Commission to use the current economic crisis as an opportunity to make 
investments in clean technologies to generate employment and economic growth;

13. Stresses the importance of guaranteeing long-term strategies and incentives, and stable 
regulatory and fiscal frameworks at national level, in order to ensure predictability for 
investors and to promote effectively the development of renewable energies within each 
Member State.

14. Stresses that effective support of SMEs is key to unlocking the potential for renewable 
energy systems and achieving a decarbonised economy;

15. Notes that the renewable energy sector is not yet robust enough to withstand market forces 
on its own, and therefore believes that rigorously and transparently managed support is 
still needed to consolidate the sector and enable the EU to realise its plans for a carbon-
free future;

16. Is concerned about abrupt changes in national support mechanisms for renewable energy, 
in particular in the form of retroactive changes to or the freezing of support; calls on the 
Member States to provide stable frameworks for investment in renewable energy, 
including regularly reviewed support schemes and streamlined administrative procedures;

17. Points to the need for more research funding for renewable energy technologies; stresses 
that energy storage technologies are needed to integrate decentralised renewable resources 
into the distribution network; maintains that funding needs to be allocated under the 
Horizon 2020 programme to finance the development of renewable energy technologies;
calls on the Commission to fully explore, with the European Investment Bank and 
national public institutions, ways of dedicating funds within the EU’s current and future 
budgets to the financing of renewable energy projects;

18. Points to the fact that the increased use of renewables and green technologies is not only 
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an issue of meeting emission targets but also of improving energy security and reducing
the need for imported fuels;

19. Is of the opinion that targeted research and development through existing instruments 
needs to be made more effective, and is concerned that such efforts have been neglected in 
certain branches of the renewable energy sector, which has led to commercialisation 
difficulties; notes that research, development and innovation focusing on reducing the 
environmental impact, and on making efficient use of waste – including food waste and 
debris recovered from the marine environment – to produce electricity, gas, and heat, can 
be important from the point of view of meeting energy and resource efficiency targets,
provided that the energy efficiency standard set in the Waste Framework Directive are 
complied with, and of tackling energy poverty; notes also that the transport sector is an 
extremely large consumer of fossil fuels, and research into ways of improving energy 
efficiency and reducing CO2 emissions in transport will therefore have a beneficial 
impact;

20. Points to the fact that much can be achieved, when using existing technologies, by 
increasing energy efficiency and replacing out-dated power-generating technologies with 
newer and less polluting ones;

21. Underlines the need for long-term sustainability in the use of biomass and biofuels, in 
particular in terms of their net climate effects and their direct and indirect impacts on 
biodiversity;

22. Notes the importance of ensuring that prices for consumers, both domestic and industrial, 
remain at affordable and internationally competitive levels;

23. Calls on the budgetary authority to provide the Agency for the Cooperation of Energy 
Regulators (ACER) with the wherewithal to perform its duties and to achieve the goals 
laid down in the regulation on wholesale energy market integrity, transparency and 
efficiency; notes that this is necessary in order to complete an integrated and transparent 
internal electricity and gas market by 2014.
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