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Amendment 11
Claudiu Ciprian Tănăsescu

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) Fish belonging to the taxon 
Elasmobranchii, including sharks, skates 
and rays are generally very vulnerable to 
overexploitation due to their life cycle 
characteristics of slow growth, late 
maturity and small number of young. In
recent years, some shark populations have 
been severely targeted and put under 
serious threat as a result of a dramatic 
increase in demand for shark products, fins 
in particular.

(2) Fish belonging to the taxon 
Elasmobranchii, which includes sharks, 
skates, rays and similar species are 
generally very vulnerable to exploitation 
due to their life-cycle characteristics of 
slow growth, late maturity and small 
number of young. Non-sustainable shark 
fishing has endangered the balance of 
marine ecosystems and, in recent years, 
some shark populations have been severely 
targeted and put under serious threat as a 
result of a dramatic increase in demand for 
shark products, fins in particular. Growing 
demand for shark fin preparations and 
the high price they fetch have also led to 
an increase in illegal fishing.

Or. ro

Amendment 12
Kartika Tamara Liotard

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 2

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2) Fish belonging to the taxon 
Elasmobranchii, including sharks, skates 
and rays are generally very vulnerable to 
overexploitation due to their life cycle 
characteristics of slow growth, late 
maturity and small number of young. In 
recent years, some shark populations have 
been severely targeted and put under 
serious threat as a result of a dramatic 

(2) Fish belonging to the taxon 
Elasmobranchii, including sharks, skates 
and rays are generally very vulnerable to 
overexploitation due to their life cycle 
characteristics of slow growth, late 
maturity and small number of young. In 
recent years, some shark populations have 
been severely targeted by vessels flying the 
flag of a Member State or third countries 
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increase in demand for shark products, fins 
in particular.

in maritime waters under the sovereignty 
or the jurisdiction of Member States or in 
other maritime waters and put under 
serious threat as a result of a dramatic 
increase in demand for shark products, fins 
in particular.

Or. en

Amendment 13
Kartika Tamara Liotard

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 2 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(2a) Shark fins do not constitute a 
traditional ingredient of the European 
diet, but sharks do constitute a necessary 
element of the EU's marine ecosystem; 
therefore, their management and 
conservation, as well as in general the 
promotion of a sustainably managed 
fishing sector for the benefit of the 
environment and of the people working in 
the sector, should be the priority.

Or. en

Amendment 14
Sirpa Pietikäinen

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3) Regulation (EC) No 1185/2003 allows 
Member States to issue special fishing 
permits allowing processing on board, 
whereby shark fins can be removed from 
the bodies. In order to ensure the 
correspondence between the weight of fins 

(3) Regulation (EC) No 1185/2003 allows 
Member States to issue special fishing 
permits allowing processing on board, 
whereby shark fins can be removed from 
the bodies. In order to ensure the 
correspondence between the weight of fins 
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and bodies, a ‘fin-to-carcass’ ratio is 
established, however, following processing 
operations, fins and bodies can be landed 
in different ports. In such cases the use of 
the ratio becomes ineffective and gives 
scope for shark finning to occur. Under 
these circumstances, the collection of 
data,e.g; species identification, populations 
structure, underpinning scientific advice 
for the establishment of fisheries 
conservation measures, is hampered.

and bodies, a 'fin-to-carcass' ratio is 
established. However, the ratio is 
theoretical, because it is based on the 
weight ratio of shark fins to whole sharks, 
while sharks are usually landed 'dressed' 
(i.e., gutted and beheaded). Therefore, 
shark fins and carcasses cannot be 
directly compared against the ratio, and 
monitoring must rely on species-specific 
conversion factors, complicating 
enforcement. The ratio is also higher than 
the average fin-to-carcass weight for some 
species (e.g., shortfin mako, Isurus 
oxyrinchus). Furthermore, following
processing operations, fins and bodies can 
be landed in different ports. For these 
reasons, the use of the ratio becomes 
ineffective and gives scope for shark 
finning to occur. Under these 
circumstances, the collection of data, e.g.; 
species identification, populations 
structure, underpinning scientific advice 
for the establishment of fisheries 
management and conservation measures, 
is hampered.

Or. en

Amendment 15
Daciana Octavia Sârbu

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 3

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3) Regulation (EC) No 1185/2003 allows 
Member States to issue special fishing 
permits allowing processing on board, 
whereby shark fins can be removed from 
the bodies. In order to ensure the 
correspondence between the weight of fins 
and bodies, a ‘fin-to-carcass’ ratio is 
established, however, following processing 
operations, fins and bodies can be landed 
in different ports. In such cases the use of 

(3) Regulation (EC) No 1185/2003 allows 
Member States to issue special fishing 
permits allowing processing on board, 
whereby shark fins can be removed from 
the bodies. In order to ensure the 
correspondence between the weight of fins 
and bodies, a ‘fin-to-carcass’ ratio is 
established, however, following processing 
operations, fins and bodies can be landed 
in different ports. In such cases the use of 
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the ratio becomes ineffective and gives 
scope for shark finning to occur. Under 
these circumstances, the collection of data, 
e.g; species identification, populations 
structure, underpinning scientific advice 
for the establishment of fisheries 
conservation measures, is hampered.

the ratio becomes ineffective and gives 
scope for shark finning to occur. Under 
these circumstances, the collection of data, 
e.g; species identification, populations 
structure, underpinning scientific advice 
for the establishment of fisheries 
conservation measures, as well as the 
enforcement of the regulation and 
punishment for non-compliance, are
hampered.

Or. en

Amendment 16
Kartika Tamara Liotard

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 3 a (new)

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(3a) The EU Member States are very 
concerned about environmental issues 
and the EU aspires to be one of the 
leaders in the conservation of ecosystems; 
however, the current EU legislation 
concerning the species belonging to the 
Elasmobranchii taxon is not as strong as 
in other countries and is insufficient to 
ensure the sustainable management and 
the conservation of those species, due to 
the high fin-to-carcass ratio, the lack of 
quotas for many species and the existing 
derogations.

Or. en

Amendment 17
Sirpa Pietikäinen

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 6
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Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(6) Regional Fisheries Management 
Organisations are increasingly addressing 
the issue of shark finning and their 
scientific bodies are showing preference 
for the landing of sharks with their fins 
naturally attached to the body.

(6) Regional Fisheries Management 
Organisations are increasingly addressing 
the issue of shark finning and their 
scientific bodies are showing preference 
for the landing of sharks with their fins 
naturally attached to the body, noting that 
this is the best way to prevent finning, and 
will facilitate the collection of data needed 
for stock assessments.

Or. en

Amendment 18
Corinne Lepage

Proposal for a regulation
Recital 7

Text proposed by the Commission Amendment

(7) In 2010-2011, as part of the required 
impact assessment exercise, the European 
Commission held a public consultation in 
order to gather information on the most 
appropriate manner in which Regulation 
(EC) No 1185/2003 should be amended. 
The conclusion of the impact assessment is 
that the Regulation should be amended so 
that all sharks must be landed with their 
fins still attached. It is necessary and 
appropriate for the achievement of the 
basic objective of the conservation of shark 
stocks, and in view of the outcome of the 
public consultation, to amend Regulation 
(EC) No 1185/2003 accordingly;

(7) In 2010-2011, as part of the required 
impact assessment exercise, the European 
Commission held a public consultation in 
order to gather information on the most 
appropriate manner in which Regulation 
(EC) No 1185/2003 should be amended. 
The results of the consultation show that 
the 'fins-remain-attached' approach is 
regarded as the preferred option. The 
conclusion of the impact assessment is that 
the Regulation should be amended so that 
all sharks must be landed with their fins 
still attached. It is necessary and 
appropriate for the achievement of the 
basic objective of the conservation of shark 
stocks, and in view of the outcome of the 
public consultation, to amend Regulation 
(EC) No 1185/2003 accordingly;

Or. fr


